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SUPERIOR SHATING 
...@xpresses architectural aim 
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MEMBER: CHURCH FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 


In Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, custom design- 
ed seating manufactured by Southern Desk Company 
is an integral part of the architectural plan. The 
forward-directed feeling of the interior design is in- 
corporated in the lines and angles of the seating, while 
the natural-grain beauty of the wood selected by 
Southern Desk Company reflects the expressive use 
of materials throughout. 


To see how Southern Desk installations can fulfill your 
architectural plans, write for free color booklet. 


Chase Becnastios’ Southern 


Lutheran Church 


St. Petersburg, Florida Desk 


Architect 


John Randal McDonald, A.Jl.A 
Indian Rock Beach, Florida Company 


Hickory, North Carolina 
A DIVISION OF DREXEL ENTERPRISES, INC. 








raising funds? 


TALK TO THE MEN OF 


CUMERFORD 








THE CUMERFORD CREDO 








Our service is available only to those clients whose 
ideals we approve and respect. 


In advance of commitment, our clients shall have the 
opportunity to evaluate the experience and approve the 
moral character of our personnel. 


Relations with our clients must be conducted 
according to strict, professional ethics. 


Public relations programs must be of highest quality and must 
be conducted with mature judgment and discretion. 


All fund-raising and public relations campaigns wil! 
be conducted on a pre-determined, flat fee basis. 


Our service is designed to achieve an informed constituency, 
good will for the client and the financial goal. 


~~ 


THE CUMERFORD CORPORATION GENERAL OFFICES: 912 BALTIMORE AVENUE 


TEL. BAitimore 1-4686, KANSAS CITY 5, MO., WRITE CLIENT SERVICES DEPT. CH 


Fund-raising and institutional public relations consultants . . . complete services for non-profit institutions since 1949. 





A THREE YEAR GUARANTEE 


ON CLARKE HEAVY DUTY FLOOR MAINTAINERS 
AND WET-DRY VACUUM CLEANERS 


NON 


New Three-Year Guarantee covers Clarke Heavy Duty Floor maintainers from 14 to 23 
inch brush diameters, including FM-14, FM-15, FM-17, FM-20 and FM-23. It unconditionally 
guarantees them to give you trouble-free performance in scrubbing, polishing, buffing, 
waxing, disc sanding and grinding all types of floors and shampooing rugs and carpets. 
Covers Clarke Heavy Duty wet-dry vacuum cleaners, Models 610, 620, 710, 720 and 730— 
guarantees them to pick up dust, dirt and liquids, clean everything from floor to ceiling. 


STRONGEST GUARANTEE IN THE INDUSTRY — Effective immediately, all 
parts of Clarke Heavy Duty Floor maintainers and wet-dry vacuum 
cleaners—except normal wear items such as brushes, etc.—are guar- 
anteed against defects in materials and workmanship for three ful] 
years from date of purchase. 


GIVES ASSURANCE OF CLARKE QUALITY — Because of its pre-tested 
materials and precision manufacture, that result in customer satis- 
faction through trouble-free service, Clarke has extended its guarantee 
from one year to three. With this long, foolproof guarantee, you can 
be certain Clarke machines will give you years of efficient, depend- 
able performance. 

Your Clarke distributor will be glad to prove this. Call him—or write 
us and we’ll arrange a demonstration on your floors. 


Clarke 


FLOOR MACHINE COMPANY 


DIVISION OF STUDEBAKER-PACKARD CORPORATION 


A TRUSTED NAME IN FLOOR MACHINES 


ads 


POWER SWEEPER §=68UG Seaurooes Wier vecuue = FLOOR MAINTAINER §6(ClLanet a aatig 


2311 Clay Avenue, Muskegon, Michigan 
AUTHORIZED SALES REPRESENTATIVES AND SERVICE BRANCHES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 
DISTRIBUTED IN CANADA: G. H. WOOD & CO., LIMITED, BOX 34, TORONTO 18, ONT, 
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They Say; What Say They? 
Let Them Say 





A D.R.E. REPLIES 
Dear Sir: 


I would like to make a comment on 
the “Job Analysis for a Director of 
Religious Education” in the August 
1961 issue. Since the needs and the local 
conditions have so many variables, it 
is impossible to write such a job analy- 
sis which would be universally accep 
table. On the whole I believe that this 
is a carefully considered and prepared 
statement. 

{ would take strong exception to one 
section—that entitled “Hours of 
Work.” The D.R.E. is a professionally 
trained person in a professional posi- 
tion. ‘To try to make the position con- 
form to a 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. sched- 
ule is ridiculous. The average D.R.E.’s 
day will end closer to 10:00 p.m. than 
5:00 p.m. Many days will start at 6:30, 
7:00, or 8:00 a.m. rather than 9:00 a.m. 
Often an hour or two spent at home in 
the morning or following lunch, for 
reading, study, or preparation, may be 
more valuable and productive than the 
same time spent at the church office 
where interruptions are more frequent. 
After a solid week of evening meetings, 
a few extra hours at home in the morn- 
ing or afternoon may be necessary to 
catch up on household chores and/or 
family responsibilities. Any D.R.E. 
worth his/her salt is going to be 
giving the church a minimum of fifty 
to sixty hours of direct service a week— 
not because a job analysis requires it, 
but because of personal interest and the 
pressing necessities of the job itself 
But let's allow them the confidence of a 
personal integrity and professional 
judgment in deciding where, when, and 
how these hours are to be used within 
the framework of the overall job 
analysis. In other words, when we em- 
ploy a D.R.E. let's throw out the time 
clock! 

In fairness to the D.R.E., and to the 
entire program for which he is respon- 
sible, 1 would suggest that any such job 
analysis should plainly state that the 
D.R.E. is not expected to serve on a 
regular basis as teacher, leader, advisor, 
of any regularly scheduled church school 
class, youth organization, or other or- 
ganization within the church .The 
D.R.E’'s job is to recruit, train, and 
work with such leaders, not to assume 
the vacant position. 
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Microfilms VERSE 


Microfilms showing every page in Faith—Jean Wisdom Jackson 
the annual volumes which include , - 
all issues from October through Peace of Mind—Jean Wisdom Jackson 
September are available from Uni- 
a saterorrume, nae Arbor, 
ichigan. rices On request. 
Change < of Address BOOK REVIEWS 
Always give y .. .46, 48, 49, 50, 51, 
dresses when reques' . , 
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Manuscripts : 
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prospective publication. Articles They Say: What Say They? Let Them Say 
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Printed by "the Graessle-Mercer The Eyes and Teeth Have It 
ion y oma — Verified The Dignity of Man—Guest Editorial—Raymond A. Bowden 
Cae ae ee SS ee New Biography of Phillips Brooks 


INDICES 
Classified for Sale or Exchange 
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| 
If cushioned pews 
| 


aren’t built like this | | 


... they just aren’t 


Endicott-Quality 


CUSHION-EZE WITH 
PATENTED PERMA-DOWEL 
CONSTRUCTION* 


CHANNEL DESIGN 


provides ventilating action, 
clothes never stick to seat 





A dedicated D.R.E. will make as im- 
portant a contribution to a congregation 
as any pastor will. The job analysis for 
the D.R.E. should be as much designed 
to interpret the position to the congre- 
gation as to guide the activities of the 


| director. Finally, the job analysis should 


be a work that frees the director to 
do the job at hand with its ever- 


| changing demands and opportunities, 


not a restrictive check list by which 
his work will be continually measured 
and evaluated. 


James F. Armstrong 
Sandpoint, Idaho 


SOUR GRAPES 


| Dear Sir: 


Your editorial in the September issue 
on the “United Church Gets Off on the 
Right Foot” sounded like it might 
have just a little of sour grapes hidden 
in it. 

I couldn't help reading over the 
final three words and pondering upon 
them-—“and many others.” I wish you 
would have continued on to give their 
names and sizes. 

It might be interesting to give the 
total picture of how many churches 
voted in favor and their total member- 
ship, and how many abstained and 
their total membership. 

I think this will throw a different 
light on the subject. 

Howard Schley Fox 
urg, Pennsylvania 
(Note: We were just paraphrasing the 
statement in the official newspaper re- 
lease from the Synod which said: “Most 
of the churches voting against the merger 
were very small in size.’’—The Editor) 


PURE 
FOAM RUBBER 


never loses its “spring” 


OUR ERROR 
Dear Sir: 





never mats down, 
always resilient 





PERMA-DOWEL 
CONSTRUC TION * 


Provides proper tension 


QUALITY WOODS, 


carefully selected, properly 


COVERING ~ 





aged and cured, are 
contoured for maximum 
comfort 


permanently, prevents 


unsightly wrinkles or sags is permanenti 


attached, can't Dull loose 


SPERMA-DOWEL CONSTRUCTION IS EXCLUSIVE IN THE CUSHION-EZE PEW AND IS PATENTED UNDER U.S. PATENT NO. 2.703.603, 


The quality of Endicott pews is often apparent at first glance (due to 
their seven-coat soft, lustrous finish), But Endicott quality is more than 
surface deep—it’s built in‘ Only Endicott has Cushion-Eze with 
patented Perma-Dowel construction. 
What a difference this feature makes in attention-holding comfort, 
long-lasting beauty, ease of cleaning and trouble-free maintenance! 


For more of the “inside story’? write or call 


¢ CHURCH FURNITURE 


DEPT. Mill 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 





In your September 1961 issue you 
have an editorial entitled “United 
Church Gets Off on the Right Foot.” 

For the most part, what you state is 
well and good. However, either you 
have been misinformed or you have 
made a gross error with regard to the 
vote by the synods of the Evangelical 


| and Reformed Church. 


You state, and I quote: “The Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church reported 
that thirty-two out of its total thirty- 
three synods voted for the merger.” 


| That statement is not true. 


All thirty-three synods of the Evan- 


| gelical and Reformed Church are in 
accord with the merger that has formed 
| the United Church of Christ. However, 


one of the synods did not approve the 

proposed constitution for the United 

Church of Christ as it was presented to 
(Turn to page 11) 
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raising money 
IiSnt Kid Stuff 





Raising money today is harder than ever before. 
There’s not a person you know who hasn’t been ap- 
proached by committees, bombarded through the mails 
or tagged on the streets. 

So just remember when your church sets out to raise 
funds it’s easier and easier for people you ask for money 
to say, “No.” 

That’s why so many churches have turned over the ever- 
present problem of organizing fund-raising appeals to 


the American City Bureau. Since 1913 our experienced 
staff has been the guiding and driving force in more 
than 3,600 campaigns. 

Would you like to know how this experience can help 
your church raise the money you need? Just call or write 
our nearest office. Without cost to you, we'll make a 
study of your special problems and prepare an individual 
plan to meet them. 


AMERICAN CITY BUREAU Professional Fund-Raising Counsel for Almost Half-a-Century 


New York 16, N.Y. 
386 Park Avenue South 


Chicago 1, lil. 
3520 Prudential Plazo 


Atlanta 9, Ga. 
1375 Peachtree St. Bidg. 


Socramento 25, Calif. 
451 Parkfair Drive 


Houston 25, Texas 
1202 Prudential Bidg. 


Founding Member American Association of Fund-Raising Counsel 
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The Eyes and Teeth Have It 


An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth— 
Matthew 5:38 

In his lecture on Mohammed, John Lord makes 
an interesting observation about two phases of the 
prophet’s life. When his visions persuaded him that 
he was a seer, he faithfully lived a virtuous life and 
tried to secure followers on that basis. He abstained 
from alcoholic drinks, lived with one wife, dealt 
kindly with his neighbors, and urged the same rules 
on others. This kind of leadership netted no followers 
except his good wife. Then for some reason he 
changed in character. He agreed that every good 
Moslem could have four wives. He himself took 
more than that. He stirred the efforts of his warriors 
by picturing heaven as a beautiful place with many 
women for each man and plenty of liquor, and urged 
them on to savage warfare to make sure of that 
heaven. 

It may seem like a strange effort to compare 
Christian ethics with the historic leader of Islam. 
But the contradiction which Mohammed had in his 
own life is seen in Christian society today. The 
quiet mystic may read the words of Jesus in the 
Sermon on the Mount and appreciate that they are 
the words of life. But practical living has decreed 
that in national life the way for a Christian nation 
to survive is to return to the “eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth” philosophy. 

Just what might happen if some nation tried to 
live in accordance with the Sermon on the Mount, 
no one knows. We do have one instance in which a 
man who practiced these principles met not only 
defeat but death. Yet he left one great heritage— 
the Christian church. This church today is mighty 
and great. Ir has helped many to live nobler and 
better lives. But so far as seeking to implement the 
states of this world with the New Testament phil- 
osophy is concerned, it is still on the side of the eyes 
and the teeth. 


The Dignity of Man 
| 
A Contributed Editorial 
Some months ago we asked our readers if they would like 


to write an editorial for “Church Management’ on “The 
Dignity of Man." Several readers have responded to this 
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FOR THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS — 
THE PROFESSIONAL JOURNAL OF THE CHURCHES 


Cooperating with: 
* THE CHURCH ARCHITECTURAL GUILD OF 
AMERICA 


* THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHURCH 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATORS 


* THE ASSOCIATED CHURCH PRESS 


request. From these we have selected three which we will 
run in successive issues as editorials. The author of this 
month's contribution is Raymond A. Bowden, Director of 
Church Social Work, The Presbytery of Saint Louis of The 
United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. 
hy theological context this phrase means that the 

individual is somebody: somebody with intrinsic 
value because he has been given that value by a 
Creator who wanted him to be somebody. As a child 
of a purposeful Creator, man’s dignity is determined 
not just by what others think of him but by his own 
self-awareness of the purposes for which he has been 
created. In other words, one’s own self-awareness of 
the meaning of his life in relationship to his Creator 
goes a long way toward helping him understand 
“the dignity of man” and his inherent God-given 
worth. For one man dignity may be one thing; for 
someone else, another; but in every case human 
dignity is linked with purposeful meaning to one’s 
existence on this earth. 

Each individual life has meaning, even in_ its 
ugliness and seeming lack of dignity (as we some- 
times superficially define “dignity” in terms of some 
overt conduct). However, no one can deprive a man 
of individual merit and worth in the sight of his 
Creator, which is his true dignity. The Creator loves 
the unlovely, the undignified, the unruly, as well as 
the lovely, the dignified, the well ordered; and be- 
cause he does, he restores purpose, meaning, and 
spiritual harmony to a human being who may lack 
spiritual dignity. 

We must relate and correlate the dignity of 
man with the purposes of a sovereign being if human 
life is to be truly meaningful and vital. 

We can draw the inference from this proposition 
that man’s greatest opportunity for real dignity comes 
when he is free to seek meaning for his life from 
his Creator and is free to act upon the sense of 
direction that comes from that relationship. 

We must raise the question, however, if there is 
any means devised by man to destroy the inherent 
yearning in the human heart for freedom to find 
true meaning to his life. It is possible to stifle and 
extinguish all that seemingly remains of so-called 
human dignity and yet not extinguish the one thing 
that God alone holds sway over: that is the fact 
that he alone gives meaning to life. It is this fact that 
permits us to say that there is dignity and meaning 
to the life of the paralytic whose body is hopelessly 
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Amazing 
Power 


In the business world men take advantage of every 
known means of power both in production and transporta- 
tion. In the drive for greater production the skill of the 
engineer and the chemist is constantly required. 


Thousands of ministers have discovered amazing power 
comes from parish papers. They have learned that a parish 
paper will fill empty pews, help in pastoral calling, keep 
the sick and aged informed and comforted, provide extra 
income for the church. 


More than five hundred ministers have discovered they 
can secure a much better parish paper at about one- 
third regular prices by using our Standardized Service. 
Investigate now. 








These Letters Speaks for Themselves 


“Your service has been of great help to us.""—Rev. Paul Y. 
Livingston, So. Ozone Park, N. Y 

“Your printing and layout work is splendid.’’—John Reece, 
Occotink, Va. 

“Every issue of Folkston Methodist Messenger is just 
wonderful.""—Rev. S. A. Douthit, Folkston, Ga. 

“Your service is very good.’’—Rev. O. E. Dolven, Horace, 
North Dakota. 

“Your work on The Echo of Times is commendable.”’—A. 
G. Mondello, Philadeiphia, Pa. 

“The last issue of Messenger of Faith was well received.’’— 
Rev. Richard Baglien, Stockton, Calif. 

“We thank you for your excellent Syndicate pages. We 
also appreciate your prompt service.’’—Rev. Max E. Campbell, 
Logansport, Ind. 

“| want to thank you for the beautiful piece of printing on 
the last issue of Primitive Methodist Journal.’-—Peter Scholes, 
Olyphant, Pa. 

“The Pilgrim Tidings is being well received. We appreciate 
your prompt service.”"—Rev. Herschel Hughes, Fresno, Calif. 

“The National Religious Press is a fine company and |! 


recommend it to my fellow ministers. The Parish Guide helps 
bring souls to Christ."-—Rev. K. A. Anderson, Ortonville, Minn 

“Thank you very much for your splendid service.” ——Vaughn 
Elliott, New York, N. Y. 

“We are more than pleased with your service.”"—Rev. E. C. 
O’Brien, Drumheller, Alberta, Canada. 

“Your service is perfect.’"——Bishop Theodore Simmons, Terre 
Rev. Howard E. Funk, Airmont, Suffern, N. Y. 

“We appreciate your fine Syndicate pages.”—Rev. Benton 
W. Taylor, Americus, Georgia. 

“Your srevice is perfect.’-—Bishop Theodore Simmons, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

“We are well pleased with your service.""—Charles Cox, 
Friends Church, Ventura, Calif. 

“Your service on Texas Church of God State Bulletin is most 
satisfactory. We hear nothing but praise regarding your work.”’ 
—N. C. Dalton, El Campo, Texas. 

“The last issue of The Voice was very satisfactory.”— Ira 
Leon Clark. Baptist Union, Houston, Texas. 

“The last issue of The Colonial News was very fine.”’—John 
A. Lambert, Colonial Church of Bayside, Bayside, New York 


FOR SAMPLES, PRICES AND FULL PARTICULARS REGARDING OUR 
SERVICE AND THE HELPFUL SIXTEEN-PAGE ILLUSTRATED PARISH 
MANUAL CONTAINING DETAILED EXPLANATION OF PUBLISHING 


PROCEDURE, FILL OUT AND MAIL THE COUPON. 
Do it NOW. No obligation, of course. 


> 
vf 


a a | a a s 
GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN 
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Modern as tomorrow! 
...Priced for today’s budget! 


KRUEGER 
All-New 
Fl _ RGLASS 


No. 3201 ARM CHAIR 


Black or Chrome steel legs 


. 


Black or Chrome stee! legs 


No. 3101 SIDE CHAIR 


STACK CHAIR 


2 ~ 
Chrome steel legs *S 


om 


No. 3001- 


Black or 
- 


STACK ~ GANG 
THEM! > THEM! 
-«-for - coset 
storage safety 


Curved and shaped to body contours, 
Krueger's Fiberglass chairs help 

raise the standards of seating comfort — 
add colorful warmth and beauty to 

any room setting. You can tell a 
Krueger chair by its rich, smooth finish — 
free from seat “bumps”, because the 

leg attachments are molded-in as an 
integral part of the one-piece fiberglass 
body. These chairs offer seating 
flexibility, too, because you can stack 
or gang them (Model 3001) . . . and 

mix or match their softly hued decorator 
colors of Sand Beige, Shell Coral, 
Evening Gray, Turquoise and Parchment. 


UNSURPASSED FOR DURABILITY .. . 


Krueger Fiberglass is virtually 
indestructible, is color permanent and 
cleans like new. The strong tubular 
steel legs are wobble-free and built to 
last a lifetime! In short, these chairs 
are terrific . . . and priced far below 
what you'd expect to pay for such 
permanized quality. 


White for colorful new 


descriptive brochure showing 
actual Fiberglass colors. 


JeCTea (I Jets Gres 


METAL PRODUCTS GREEN BAY *® WISCONSIN 
10 





and cruelly twisted and distorted, to the person who 
exists as a seeming vegetable, or to the human souls 
stripped naked and cast into crematory ovens after 
gassing. 


New Biography of 
Phillips Brooks 


Focus on Infinity* 


he first thing to do if you propose to write a book 

is to spend weeks and months gathering infor- 
mation about your subject. Given adequate, classi- 
fied information, any fair writer can create a read- 
able volume. Sometimes an author gets so engrossed 
in his subject that the volume seems to have a 
spiritual quality. This is true of the new biography 
of Bishop Phillips Brooks which has been written by 
Raymond W. Albright, professor of church history 
at the Episcopal Theological Seminary, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

Dr. Albright has dug into many dusty corners of 
the past to come up with his fascinating study of the 
great preacher. He starts, as he should, with the Chris- 
tian family into which he was born. There was the 
rather staid but conscientious father, the spiritually 
sensitive mother, and the happy circle of brothers. 
We see the rising youth as a brilliant student but a 
dismal failure as a teacher, as if the hand of divinity 
was leading him from the schoolroom to the pulpit. 
There, from his first week, he was supreme. 

Brooks was a homiletic genius and literary artist. 
But he also possessed a social vision which he could 
not restrain, and his voice was heard in the social 
movements of the day. He was a great admirer of 
President Lincoln and was ready to leave his pulpit 
for the battlefield, but was restrained by his friends 
and advisers who saw the greater service he would 
render as a pulpiteer. He was a racial integrationist 
and vocally protested when Negroes were barred 
from the streetcars of Philadelphia. 

In his own denomination he was “low church” 
and fought against the encroachment of too much 
liturgy. He explained that he was not against it but 
felt that some worshiped it so much that it obscured 
the spirit of God. From Trinity Church in Boston 
where he served so many happy years he was elevated 
to the bishopric of Massachusetts. The pressure upon 
him to accept this office was based on the feeling 
that his reasonableness and religious consistency could 


_ bring together a diocese which had lost its spiritual 


insight as it fought ecclesiastical battles. He lived 
but a few months in this high office, practically wear- 
ing himself out in his visitations to the parishes. 


The publishers call this “the first noncontemporary 
(turn to page 53) 


| *“Boeus on Infinity,” by Raymond W. Albright. The Macmillan 


Company. 464 pages. $4.95 


Church Management: November 1961 








THEY SAY 
(continued from page 6) 

the synod meeting. This does not mean 
that it voted against the merger as 
such. It only voted against one item in 
the proposed constitution, and the 
reason for doing so had an ethnic sig- 
nificance as far as this synod was 
concerned. 

I felt that it was necessary to clarify 
this matter to you and to your readers. 


Paul E. Otte 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 


THE LORD’S SUPPER— 
A PRIVILEGE 
Dear Sir: 

This morning, August 6, I did not 
have use of the family car. I was to 
meet a member of the altar guild at 
8:00 a.m. to place the communion trays 
on the table and spread the top cloth. 
The other preparation had been made 
on Saturday. This plan was used be- 
cause of the early church service. The 
bus schedule must have been changed. 
I waited for the 7:03 run, then again 
for the 7:33 bus. Finally, in despera- 
tion, I returned home, knowing it was 
too late to call a cab. My pastor's voice 
never sounded so sweet as when he 
answered the phone at the church and 
said he would be glad to deliver my 
message and to help. 

For several years I was responsible 
for the communion at my church. | 
know its privileges and responsibilities. 
I consider it one of the most sacred 
services the church has to offer. After 
all, the church does offer us opportuni- 
ties for service. 

It is my belief that men and women 
who prepare the sacrament should be 
prayerful while doing so. When each 
individual glass is filled, could not 
a prayer be offered for the person who 
receives it? Should not this great com- 
memoration be sacred in every way? 
Many are taking their troubles to the 
alrar—illness, loss, insecurity, failure. 
A prayer breathed for each person, 
whatever his problem, would make the 
Lord’s Supper a greater blessing to all 

Because of the confidence invested 
in them, and because of the great re- 
sponsibility, members of the church 
who are chosen for this service should 
be dedicated and loyal men and women. 
They should be happy to forgo week- 
end trips and days in the mountains. 
But it pays good dividends in that inner 
joy of doing something for the Master 


These two pew 
ends are samples 
of Ossit’s 
Versatility 


Built by the skilled hands 
of Ossit Master Craftsmen 


The intricate detailing of the pew end 
below and the modern simplicity of 
line and materials of the pew end 
above are perfect examples of the 
wide range of architectural style 
available from Ossit. Only a company 
such as Ossit, with more than 90 years 
of experience in building church 
furniture, has the “ecclesiastical 
sensitivity” to properly interpret 
various church design problems. 
And when its built by Ossit you know 
the quality is there. Hundreds of 
churches and architects recognize 
Ossit as the leader in this field. 
Choose Ossit, your best guarantee 
of quality, plus fitness, in church 
furnishings. Return the coupon or 
write today for complete information, 
without obligation. 


Because of its large 
purchasing power and 
its long association 
with the leading mills, 
Ossit obtains the best 
lumber available from 
only top grade trees. 
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A Sermon 


America’s Thanksgiving 


Lester L. Haws’ 


O" story of Thanksgiving begins im- 
mediately after the landing of 
Noah's Ark. It was then that Noah 
buile an altar and prepared his burnt 
offering of thanksgiving. The Book of 
Genesis tells us that “the Lord smelled 
the pleasing odor” and then gave his 
covenant: “While the earth remains, 
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, 
shall not cease.” (Genesis 8:22.) 
The earth has rolled around again. 
The covenant has been kept. The har- 
vest time is Over. 


The glory of the seasons and the 
crown of all the years; 

Let us voice our thanks and 
praises in a chorus of good 
cheer. 

For it is Thanksgiving Day. 

For the early crops and later, 

For the lesser fruits and greater, 

All give thanks to our Creator 

For it is Thanksgiving Day. 

The day has come to have special 
significance here in America. It is a day 
for family reunions. It is a day when 
families attend services in their 
churches to give thanks. The center of 
the home celebration is surely the 
family surrounding the festive board. 
In spite of the hard work expended in 
preparing the dinner I am sure that 
most mothers can be described by the 
words of the poet: 


A mother’s soul is full of joy, 

A mother’s heart is gay, 

When the children all come 
trooping home to spend 
Thanksgiving Day. 

And the mother’s face is smiling 
bright, with honest pride 
aglow, 

When she views her tempting 
pantry shelves, with goodies 
all-a-row. 

Big batches of doughnuts, and 
pumpkin pies she makes, 

Nut cake and pound cake, and 
cookies, too, she bakes; 

She roasts the ducks and turkeys 


“Minister, First Methodist Church, 
Yonkers, New York. 
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and makes jellies, jams, and 
creams, 
Her puddings are perfection and 
her angel cakes are dreams. 


Yes, we have a great day. Its history 
derives from the ancient Hebrews to 
whom we owe so much of our heritage. 
Leviticus 22:29 tells us, “And when you 
sacrifice a sacrifice of thanksgiving to 
the Lord, you shall sacrifice it so that 
you may be accepted.” There are many 
references in the Old Testament telling 
about people who brought their offer- 
ings of thanksgiving—to please God. 

Here in America we associate 
Thanksgiving Day with the Pilgrim 
fathers. We need to remember that the 
Pilgrim fathers were steeped in the 
knowledge of the Holy Bible, and be- 
lieved profoundly in the covenant that 
God had made with man. They had suf- 
fered much for their faith. You re- 
member that before coming to America 
they had spent about ten years at Ley- 
den, Holland. 

There they had observed the manner 
in which the Dutch people celebrated, 
on October third, their deliverance from 
the Spaniards. It was the most popular 
festival of the Dutch, with the excep- 
tion of Kirmess, and was kept as both 
a religious and a social holiday, quickly 
degenerating into a day of merriment. 
The Pilgrims never forgot the lessons 
they learned from the Dutch celebra- 
tions, and a hymn that was used to 
praise God for the victories that had 
been achieved by Prince Maurice of 
Nassau over the Spanish armies: 


We gather together to ask the 
Lord’s blessing; 

He chastens and hastens His will 
to make known; 

The wicked oppressing now cease 
from distressing, 

Sing praises to His Name: He 
forgets not His own. 

We all do extol Thee, Thou 
leader triumphant, 

And pray that Thou still our 
Defender wilt be. 

Let Thy congregation escape 
tribulation: 


Thy Name be ever praised! O 
Lord, make us free! 


The cabin of the Mayflower was 
used many times, doubtless, for the sing- 
ing of this hymn on the perilous jour- 
ney across the Atlantic. On December 
21, 1620, the Pilgrims landed at Ply- 
mouth Rock. They must have been 
prompted many times to utter the 
words “Sing praises to His Name: He 
forgets not His Own.” Until they had 
time to build houses they used the May- 
flower as their home. They soon had 
built a “common house” to which the 
sick and the dying were transferred. 
It was the last of March, 1621, when 
the whole company was able to claim 
other quarters as “home.” The winter 
had been a particularly bitter one. At 
one time all but six or seven of the 
Pilgrims were sick. More than half of 
their number died during the winter. 
But when the Mayflower sailed for 
England in April, 1621, not a single 
Pilgrim was willing to return with it. 
They were still singing “Thy Name be 
ever praised! O Lord, make us free!” 

One day the Pilgrims were looking 
over their new country. In their ex- 
ploration they came upon some deserted 
Indian huts in which they found baskets 
filled with corn. From this supply they 
saved enough to plant their first year's 
crop. They were careful to plant it over 
the freshly made graves of the Pilgrims 
who had died during the winter so that 
the Indians would not know how many 
losses they had suffered. Fortunately for 
the Pilgrims there were Indians near 
them who had learned to know and 
trust English people. Samoset had come 
to know the English along the coast of 
Maine. Squanto had visited England, and 
Massasoit had become acquainted with 
the English and was friendly. A treaty 
of peace was accomplished, and the 
Indians gave these Pilgrims instruction 
as to the climate, the planting of grain, 
and the hunting of game. When the 
harvest was competed in the fall, the 
Pilgrims invited the Indians to join 
them in a celebration of thanksgiving. 
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There was nothing formal in the 
proceedings. It was not until June 20, 
1676, that a proclamation was issued 
by the council of Charlestown, Massa- 
chusetts, appointing June 29, 1676, as 
a day of thanksgiving. This is the 
earliest extant proclamation. 

Why Thursday was the day first 
selected and universally designated as 
Thanksgiving Day is not known. It 
must have had some significance, but 
what it was, or why, we are not in- 
formed. It gradually became a matter 
of precedence. You will recall that 
the precedent is deep-rooted because 
an effort was made to change the time 
of Thanksgiving, and it raised a storm 
of protest across the nation. It is ob- 
served annually on the fourth Thursday 
of November. 

The first proclamation that was is- 
sued has been used as the form to be 
copied ever since. All of the proclama- 
tions that have been issued, taken to- 
gether, form a choronlogical history of 
our country. They are a diary telling 
about the experiences that our people 
have had and the development that 
has been wrought. Our forefathers 
worked to make a great nation, and 
God has blessed their every effort. 
May his blessings on the United States 
of America be justified, and may they 
be continued. May it be said of us, as 
it was said of those people of ancient 
times, “. . . zealous was I for the tradi- 
tions of my fathers.” (Galatians 1:14.) 
“So then, brethren, stand firm and hold 
to the traditions which you were taught 
by us,...” (2 Thessalonians 2:15.) 

Like so many of the reforms that 
have been accomplished in America, the 
idea to make Thanksgiving Day a 
national holiday began in the mind 
of a woman. In 1827, Sarah J. Hale 
was the editor of Ladies Magazine in 
Boston. She began to urge the observ- 
ance of a uniform day throughout the 
country as Thanksgiving Day. Ladies 
Magazine was consolidated with 
Godey's Lady's Book of Philadelphia, 
and Sarah J. Hale was retained as edi- 
tor. Her interest in the observance of a 
Thanksgiving Day continued, and edi- 
torials were frequent in the pages of the 
magazine urging its adoption. She 
wrote to the governors of the states. She 
circulated petitions. She wrote to the 
President of the United States. In 1863, 
when Godey’s had a circulation of 150 
000, Sarah Hale wrote her last editorial, 
entitled “Our National Thanksgiving.” 
In it she said: 

“Then he said to them, ‘Go your 
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way, eat the fat and drink sweet 
wine and send portions to him for 
whom nothing is prepared; for 
this day is holy to our Lord; and 
do not be grieved, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength.’” (Ne- 
hemiah 8:10.) 

Thus commanded the inspired 
Leader of the Jews when they 
kept the “Feast of Weeks” in a 
time of national darkness and sore 
troubles. Shall we not recognize 
that the goodness of God never 
faileth, and that to our Father 
in heaven we should always bring 
the thanksgiving offering at the 
ingathering of the harvest? 

Wise lawgivers and great pa- 
triots have acknowledged the 
salutory effect of appointed 
times for national reunions which 
combine religious sentiment with 
domestic and social enjoyment. 


May we digress here a moment to 
say that there was some Opposition to 
the establishment of a national day of 
thanksgiving. The Reverend Henry 
Frank, in the March, 1902, issue of 
Metaphysical Magazine, wrote: 


I am constrained to raise my 
voice in warning because of the 
sly and dangerous encroachments 
on the fundamental principles of 
civil liberty which recent national 
customs have inaugurated. Presi- 
dent Thomas Jefferson, in a letter 
to the Reverend Samuel Miller, 
once declared, “It is not for the 
interest of religion to invite the 
civil magistrate to direct its exer- 
cises, its disciplines, or its doc- 
trine; nor of the religious socie- 
ties, that the general government 
should be invested with the 
powers of effecting any uniform- 
ity of time or matter among them. 
Fasting and prayer are religious 
exercises; the enjoining of them 
an act of discipline. My 
reason tells me that civil powers 
alone have been given to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, and 


no authority to direct the re- 
ligious exercises of his constitu- 
ents. As a political organization 
we are constitutionally permitted 
to render our gratitude only to the 
human agencies. These let us 
thank for battles, sieges, fortunes, 
endured and won.” It is for re- 
ligion, for the church, for ecclesi- 
astical usage and necessity to pro- 
claim such religions exercises as 
shall exalt the Deity whom they 
seek to honor. 


Sarah Hale disagreed with those 
sentiments vehemently, and went on 
crusading for the observance of a 
national Thanksgiving Day. She asks, in 
her final editorial of 1863: 
not, following the appointment of Je 
hovah in the ‘Feast of Weeks, or Har- 
vest Festival, establish yearly 
Thanksgiving as a permanent national 
festival which shall be celebrated on 
the last Thursday in November in every 
state in the Union?” She goes on to 
point out that it had already achieved 
almost universal observance informally. 
She writes: “In 1859, thirty states held 
their Thanksgiving Festival on the 
same day—the last Thursday in Novem- 
ber. It was also celebrated that year on 
board several of the American fleets— 
ships in the Indian Ocean, the Mediter- 
ranean, and on the Brazil Station; by the 
Americans in Berlin, at our Prussian 
Embassy, in Paris, and in Switzerland; 
and American missionaries have sig 
nified their readiness to unite in the 
festival if it should be established on a 
particular day that can be known as the 
American Thanksgiving Day.” 


“Can we 


our 


The tireless effort of Mrs. Hale was 
arousing the interest of the American 
people. Support was given her in many 
quarters. A letter was addressed by Mrs. 
Hale to Abraham Lincoln. In it she 
enclosed her editorial. It bore results. 
On October 3, 1863, the President 
issued the first National Thanksgiving 
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Proclamation, setting apart the las: 


Thursday in November as the day to be 
observed. 
The proclamation was a memorable 


document. It said: 

The year that is drawing to its 
close has been filled with the 
blessings of fruitful fields and 
healthful skies. To these bounties, 
which are so constantly enjoyed 
that we are prone to forget the 
source from which they come, 
others have been added, which are 
so extraordinary a nature that 
they cannot fail to penetrate and 
soften the heart which is habitu- 
ally insensible to the ever watch- 
ful Providence of Almighty God. 
In the midst of a Civil War of 
unequal magnitude and severity, 
which has sometimes seemed to 
foreign states to invite and pro- 
voke their aggressions, peace has 
been preserved with all nations, 
order has been maintained, the 
laws have been respected and 
obeyed, and harmony has prev- 
vailed everywhere except in the 
theatre of military conflict; while 
the theatre has been greatly con- 
tracted by the advancing armies 
and navies of the Union. 

Needful diversions of wealth 
and strength from the fields of 
peaceful industry to the national 
defense have not arrested the 
plow, the shuttle, or the ship; the 
ax has enlarged the borders of our 
settlements, and the mines, as well 
of iron and coal as of the precious 
metals, have yielded even more 
abundantly than heretofore. Popu- 
lation has steadily increased not- 
withstanding the waste that has 
been made in the camp, the siege 
and the battlefield, and the 
country, rejoicing in the con- 
sciousness of augmented strength 
and vigor, is permitted to expect 
continuance of years with large 
increase of freedom. No human 
counsel hath devised, nor hath any 
mortal hand worked out these 
great things. They are the gra- 
cious gifts of the Most High God, 
who, while dealing with us in 
anger for our sins, hath neverthe- 
less remembered mercy. 

It has seemed to me fit and 
proper that they should be sol- 
emnly, reverently and gratefully 
acknowledged as with one heart 
and one voice by the whole 
American people. I do, therefore, 
invite my fellow citizens in every 
part of the United States, and also 
those who are at sea and those 
who are sojourning in foreign 
lands, to set apart and observe the 
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last Thursday of November next 
as a day of Thanksgiving and 
praise to our beneficent Father 
who dwelleth in the Heavens. 


In the North there was favorable 
response to the proclamation. Services 
were held in the churches of all de- 
nominations on the appointed day. The 
people “praised God from whom all 
blessings flow.” 

There is no festival of Thanksgiving 
comparable to that observed in the 
United States. In 1209, there was a 
proclamation of thanksgiving that the 
Crusaders had conquered Constanti- 
nople. In 1356, the people were called 


to give thanks that the Black Prince 
had defeated the French at Poitiers. In 
1588, thanksgiving was offered in Eng- 
land for the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada. Here in America the people 
were called to observe days of thanks- 
giving for special achievements. During 
the Revolutionary War, Congress issued 
a proclamation for a day of thanks- 
giving for victories that had been won. 
After the peace had come in 1784 there 
was no national call until Washington, 
in 1789, ordered a day of thanksgiving 
for the adoption of the Constitution. 
This was the first proclamation issued 
by any President. Madison, in 1815, 
issued a proclamation for the giving of 
thanks for the peace that had come. 
Lincoln, in 1862, and again in 1863, 
issued proclamations for the giving of 
thanks for the victories that had been 
achieved. 

The tradition has been for the clergy 
to preach sermons on Thanksgiving 
Day. Today we preach about the good- 


ness of our heritage. In an earlier day, 
for the most part, clergymen preached 
political sermons. In Massachusetts, for 
instance, most clergymen were Congre- 
gational, and most of them were op- 
posed to Thomas Jefferson and took 
great pleasure in denouncing him and 
his policies. Elbridge Gerry, elected 
governor of Massachusetts in 1810, was 
an ardent supporter of Jefferson. When 
he was elected governor, he removed 
the holders of civil offices and replaced 
them with Republicans; and he un- 
fairly rearranged the districts of the 
state so as to secure the advantage for 
his own party—a maneuver for which 
his opponents coined the word gerry- 
mander. On one occasion Governor 
Gerry wrote a proclamation so long thar 
it took two hours to read it. As the 
proclamation was always read at the 
beginning of a church service, by the 
time the reading was completed most 
of the congregation, anxious to get 
home to their dinners, had left the 
churches, and the clergymen found 
themselves denouncing Thomas Jeffer- 
son to empty pews. 

General Benjamin Franklin Butler 
served as governor of Massachusetts for 
one year from 1882 to 1883. He was 
extremely unpopular. Every public ut- 
terance was criticized severely. He is- 
sued his thanksgiving proclamation. Im- 
mediately it was vehemently de- 
nounced. When the criticism was at its 
height, the governor made a pubic ex- 
planation. He admitted that he had 
copied it verbatim from one issued by 
one of the most pious and highly re- 
spected men who had ever occupied the 
office as governor of Massachusetts— 
Christopher Gore! 

The first international celebration of 
Thanksgiving was held in Washington, 
D.C, in 1909. It was conceived by 
Father William T. Russell, priest of St. 
Patrick's Roman Catholic Church in 
Washington, and held in obedience to 
a request from Cardinal Gibbons. 
Father Russell planned what he called 
a Pan-American celebration to be at- 
tended by the representatives of twenty- 
one Latin-American countries. It was to 
be held in our national capitol. As these 
countries are Roman Catholic, it was 
natural that a Roman Catholic church 
be selected for the celebration. Digni- 
taries from all of the countries attended, 
as did President William Howard Taft 
and members of his Cabinet. {t was the 
occasion once again to proclaim our 


(turn to page 23) 
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Christmas Eve in the Berkshires 


W ineer's mantle of white has been 
laid on the Berkshire hills; from 
frozen ponds come the zestful noise 
of vigorous people and the whizzing 
and swirling sounds of sharp skates on 
hard ice. Old men, pulling up their 
scarfs against arctic blasts, reminisce 
about olden times when snow rollers pre- 
pared for team and sleigh; and elderly 
ladies in stuffy, hot parlors complain of 
cold feet and aching joints but cherish 
memories of toboggan rides on frigid 
nights by full moon. Evergreen trees, 
transplanted in every home, patiently 
endure adornment with bright things 
and lights by gleeful, dancing children. 
Good smells from the kitchen say that 
grandmother's recipe has been found, 
and father smugly locks the cellar 
door to keep his son from spying on 
the great mystery hidden there. 
And then across the Berkshire hills 
the church bells ring 
in Monterey and Williamstown, 
in Zoar and Rowe, 
and our own town; 
With grateful hearts from happy 
homes, the faithful come. 
In village church the music soars, 
in country church the choir chants; 
In both the mighty Word is read, 
and Christ proclaimed King of 
kings. 
From rude birth to Sovereign Reign 
the story goes, 
once told it must be told again. 
Angels sing and men rejoice 
when they recall 
this gift of Grace. 
Only the contradictions of life mar this 
holy night. In profound joy men are 
born, but death which greets them at 


* Associate minister, First Congregational 
Church, Greenfield, Massachusetts. 
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Arthur W. Shaw * 


the other end leaves a vacuum only 
grief can contain. Our desire is for 
honest, upright lives, but the courthouse 
on the village green knows the frus- 
tration of We pray for 
peace this holy night, but a jet 
against the moon makes us wonder how 


our desire 


trail 


many more boys war will bury in our 
Berkshire hills. These thoughts go 
through our minds as we hear the choir 
sing “Peace on earth, good will toward 
men.” 

We linger on the steps of the meet- 
ing house and stamp our feet to keep 
them warm as we salute our friends 
and wish them well. Then home. The 
tree is trimmed, the turkey ready. We 


chuckle as we fill the children’s stock 
ings, and shudder to think of the con 
fusion and noise tomorrow will bring 
One last look at the children; make sure 
they are covered, tuck them in well. So 
quict and peaceful now, in a few hours 
filled 
optimism and vitality, so eager to fight 
and win the battles we have fought and 


so boisterous and gay, so with 


lost, so ready to accept life as they find 
it and transform it with their idealism 
and energy 

And as we turn out the light we pray 
that God will deal with them kindly 
and, if it be his will, use them to trans 
form this contradictory world of ours 
into the kindgdom of Christ. Amen 


Drawing by Roberta Coombs, Greenfield, Massachusetts. 





From medieval times comes the legend 

of Advent boughs. Peasant folk, pre- 
paring to celebrate the birthday of 
Christ, put boughs on the mantles 
over their hearths. Among them they 
placed Christmas tapers. Higher than 
the rest was the tail, gleaming taper— 
the Christmas candle. On the first and 
each succeeding three Sundays during 
Advent, the family gathered around the 
hearth. The father took the family Bible, 
reading one of the Christmas stories; 
next, a child lighted one of the Advent 
candles; then the family sang a beloved 
Christmas carol. Finally, Christmas Eve, 
the Christmas candle was lighted. Thus 
did they prepare for Christ's coming, 
heralding the day long before it ar- 
rived. Christmas time was a festival of 
the Christian home where was revealed 
its deepest meaning. 

The following suggestions may be 
a guide for the observance of Advent 
in your home. First, create a Christmas 
worship center. It may include the five 
candles, some pine boughs. an open 
Bible, or an inspiring religious picture. 
It will be around this worship center 
that you will want to gather each Sun- 
day and find the peace of his presence 
as you worship together. 


THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

—"WONDER” 

READER: 
In a few weeks something new and 
wonderful is going to take place. In 
astonishment and admiration we will 
wait for that moment when God 
will make himself known through 
the coming of the Christ child. We 
rejoice and anticipate. 

(A child will light the firse Advent 


candle. ) 


BIBLE READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7 


*Minister, Immanuel Evangelical and 


Reformed Church, Alliance, Ohio. 
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Advent Candle Ceremony in 
Our Home 


Frank A. Kostyu’ 


or Isiah 11:1-5, 9 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL: 
All Ye Faithful” 


PRAYER: 
May wonder and praise fill our hearts 
as we await the coming of the Christ 
child. May the spirit of love and 
peace touch each of us as we look 
forward to Christmas day. Amen. 


"“O Come, 


THE SECOND SUNDAY IN 
ADVENT—"JOY” 


READER: 
One of the most popular of the 
Christmas carols begins with the 
word “joy.” There is a joy in our 
hearts at Christmas time. Our daily 
living is filled with joy and gladness 
and will be much more so if we 
share our blessings and the good news 
of Christ's coming with others. 

(The second candle will be lighted.) 


BIBLE READING: John 1:1-14 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL: “Joy to the 
World” 


PRAYER: 
O God, we thank thee for the return 
of the wondrous spell of this Christ- 
mas season that brings sweet joy 
into every waiting heart. Forgive 
it, Lord, that we may miss the mean- 
ing of our Lord’s coming with 
feverish outward preparation and no 
inner awaiting. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 


THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

—"GENEROSITY” 

READER: 
Christmas is a time of giving. Every- 
one wants to bring happiness into 
the heart of a person with a gift. 
There is a wonderful opportunity 
open to us to make someone happy 
who otherwise may receive little. The 
Christ finds room in the heart of 
the generous. 

(The third candle will be lighted. ) 


BIBLE READING: Luke 1:46-55 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL: “We Three 


Kings of Orient Are” 


PRAYER: 

(Together) Our Father, may unsel- 
fish thoughts enter our minds this 
day. Help us to share our blessings 
with those who need them. May the 
thought of thy goodnses to us bring 
generous deeds on our part. In 
Christ's name. Amen. 


THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN 
ADVENT—"LOVE” 
READER: 
In John’s Gospel it is written, 
“God so loved the world that he 
gave” his Son to mankind. Love is an 
important word of Christmastide; 
may it be meaningful to all of us. 
(The fourth candle will now be 
lighted. ) 


BIBLE READING: Luke 


John 3:16 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL: 
Upon a Midnight Clear” 


PRAYER: 
Our Father, we thank thee for the 
love revealed to us in Christ who 
loved the loveless, the sick, the 
friendless, and those who suffered. 
Fill our hearts wth love and then to 
us will come joy and peace. Amen. 


CHRISTMAS EVE 
READER: 


We have named our candles—won 
der, joy, generosity, and love. As we 
light this last candle let each one of 
us name it silently to himself, call- 
ing it by whatever name the deepest 
desire of the heart may be. 

(The fifth candle will now be lighted. ) 


BIBLE READING: Luke 2:1-7 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL: 
Night” 


PRAYER: 
Lord Jesus, come into our hearts. 
Come into our home. May thy spirit 
come into thy world. Yes, come, 
Lord Jesus. We wait for thee. Amen. 


1:26-38; 


“It Came 


"Silent 
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The Christ Child’s Tree 


Ginie Glasmeier* 
A Program for tbe Hanging of the Greens 


sie production of this program is 

really quite simple since a bare 
room with an untrimmed tree (except 
for lights) is the setting. The placing 
of chairs so that all departments are 
together, with the smaller ones in an 
advantageous spot, is important. This 
program does not necessarily require a 
rehearsal, but every participant must 
understand his parr exactly to make it 
effective. 

Various class leaders and department 
heads will need copies of the program 
as no one will be introduced except by 
the words of the verses read by the 
narrator. Each must be ready to take 
part without definite introduction. 
During the last part of the program, 
when the Nativity scene and figures 
are placed, the only cue will be the 
little couplets of verse, with the nar- 
rator pausing long enough in between 
for the placing of each item. 

No singing or moving take place 
during the narration since it is import- 
ant to the meaning of the program. 

After each narration, as the choral 
group sings, the decorators do their 
work. Music and decorating are per- 
formed simultaneously so that the pro 
gram will move quickly and smoothly. 

All decorations should be planned 
ahead and put in a convenient place 
for use by the group assigned that 
particular task. Tree decorations and 
Nativity scene figures should be ready 
for use. Ladders and other such equip- 
ment must be available. 

Special music may vary from that 
suggested here. A youth choir or various 
departmental groups may do the sing- 
ing. Robes are effective. 

Children of the three departments 
making their own decorations (kinder- 
garten, primary, and junior) should be 
prepared spiritually as they work on 
them concerning the significance of 
their ornament, whether a star, a candle, 
or a bell. 

This made a very meaningful pro- 
gram for our church, and we hope it 
will for others. 


*Director of Christian education, First 


Baptist Church, Newark, Ohio. 
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Phrases such as “put Christ back into 
Christmas,” “the true Christmas spirit, 
and “the real meaning of Christmas” 
are almost becoming cliches as the con- 
cerned try to bring Christmas out of 
the material and into the spiritual 
realm. We see with dismay the grow- 
ing secularism of the holiday season. 
(My husband owns a stationery store, 
and a recent Christmas card customer 
because she 
of Santa 


turned away dissatisfied 
could find no _ illustrations 
standing at a bar or holding a cocktail 
glass!) We try desperately to bring 
a connotation of the spiritual to as 
many phases of Christmas celebration as 
possible. 

Perhaps this is the reason more and 
more churches are programing the 
hanging of the greens, that these bril- 
liant red and green decorations which 
seem to have no definite relationship 
to the birth of the holy Child but 
which still add so much to the season 
will bring some sort of religious sig 
nificance and message to the beholders, 
especially the youth and children. 

Last year, when we used this pro- 
gram in our church, our assembly room 
had no decorations whatever. Our tree 
was bare except for the lights hidden in 
its branches. However, beneath each 
window, at the side of the piano, at 


cach doorway, were almost unnoticeable 
piles of greenery, bells, candles, rib 
bons. One person of each adult class 
had a supply of bright ornaments, and 
the children’s teachers had class-made 
bells, candles, stars, and the figures of 
the JNativity As the narrator 
called each group, they quickly placed 


the decorations while the choral group 


scene. 


sang. There was a great deal of activity 


the calls for whole 


groups to participate in the decorating 


since program 

All were cautioned not to speak or 
move during the narration, but to re- 
spond at the close of each reading, as 
the 


the narration were 


the 


the words of 


thread which tied various activi 
ties together and gave them meaning 

The tender, careful handling of the 
creche figures by the younger children 
expressed their response to the spirit 
of the program. While there was some 
buzzing of interested voices during the 
actual decorating, especially among the 
smaller children, we didn’t mind, for 
when the room was finally darkened 
and the tree stood forth in its loveli- 
ness and all that moment of 


worship, no one made a sound, not 


sat for 
even the tiniest nursery child. 

A copy of the home worship service 
was given to each family. Other services 
could be distributed. However, this one 
is appropriate since it contains a home 
Christmas tree dedication. 


The Program 
MUSICAL PRELUDE 
NARRATOR 
You're welcome to the church, 
Christ's followers all; 
We come tonight to transform 
this bare hall. 
make this room, 
and quiet now, 
A bower gay with many a spicy 
bough. 
(indicates tree) 

There is before our eyes a lovely 
pine. 

"Twas taken from a forest dark 
and wild. 

Tonight we'll see its living 
branches shine 


We'll so drab 
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SPECIAL 


as one class decorates piano top; an- 


SPECIAL 


When dedicated to divine Christ 
Child. 

Before this evening fair shall 
reach an end, 

It'll have a meaning real for you 
and me. 

To each our hearts a very thrill 
it'll send 

As it surely becomes the Christ 
Child’s tree! 

(indicates room) 

All this great room about must 
merry be; 

Each window, door frame, table 
top, gleam bright, 

For every lovely spot must match 
this tree 

With ribbons gay, flowers and 
candle light. 

As this tall tree of joy and 
happiness 

Must stand erect and rule in midst 
of beauty, 

So all surrounding view must 
each one bless. 

Come, couples’ classes, all, and do 

your duty! 

MUSIC: “Deck the Halls, 


other, doorways; and another, windows 


or other places. 


(indicates tree) 


NARRATOR: 


This tree designed for holy Christ 
Child must 

Be gorgeously arrayed in 
sparkling dress 

It it to God will show our love 
and trust 

And our wholehearted faith to 
him express. 

So we bring ornaments so bright 
and gay, 

Not to delight our eyes as with a 
toy, 

But by their beauty to our 
Master say, 

“So you are thus the 
our great joy!” 

Now let the adults of our church 
school come, 

For they, too, want to add to 
Christ Child’s tree. 

Bright bells will festive glow on 

limbs hung from. 

Come, fasten them with 

prayer for Christ to see! 

MUSIC: “Good Christian 
Men, Rejoice,” as members of adult 
school hang 


source of 


classes of the church 


ornaments on tree. (This hymn may 


NARRATOR: 
Church school children who love 
the tree 
Have spent their Sundays 
fashioning gay 


Candles and bells and stars with | 


glee 
To hang hereon for us today. 


Behind the work they've prayed | 


and thought 
Of angel’s song like bells to sing; 
The Light of world which 
sinners sought; 


Of stars so bright which hope do | 


bring. 
So now come, offer beauties here 
To hang upon the Christ Child's 
tree, 
All you who love this Jesus dear 
And want his tree to lovely be. 


SPECIAL MUSIC: “I Heard the Bells 


on Christmas Day,” as kindergarten, 


primary, and junior children bring or- 


naments (stars, bells, and candles which 
they have previously made in their de- 


partments) and place them on the tree 


NARRATOR 

In far great forest dark with 
deepest night 

The tall fir trees are draped with 
glistening snow. 

The icicles hang long and silver 
bright 

And seem from branches green to 
really grow. 

So festooned from the 
of this pine 

This one tonight we call the 
Christ Child’s tree— 

We'll have this filigree fragile 
and fine 

Enriching each sharp needle green 
and free. 

So, littlest ones, who this the 
Child do love, 

Bring in your glittering offering 
bright and pure 

And hang it there so like the 
light above 

That brightens life and helps the 
soul endure. 


SPECIAL MUSIC: “O Christmas Tree!’ 


as nursery children hang icicles on tree 


branches 


NARRATOR: 
Now, high upon the very tiptop 
bough 
A sparkling star must shine upon 
it all. 
This star must speak to heart of 
each one now 
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A Christmas Caroling Service 


The Message of the Carols 


A fter the tower chimes have sum- 
“™ moned the people into the sanctu- 
ary, and after the organ prelude has 
led toward true worship, the lights be- 
ing dimmed (signal that the chow is 
ready for the processional), then shall 


be heard 
A CALL TO WORSHIP: 


Kenneth F. White* 


We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel. 

(verse 4, “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem” ) 


Il 
Then, the sanctuary being lighted to 


knew and welcomed it, . . . to those 
who knew not and cared not 

and to us! To you and your 
neighbor and to me and mine 
. . . Christmas came! (pawse) 

Now on that night within the 
stable bare, near where the Christ 
Child lay, . . . behold! three 
lamps were glowing. Lamps they 


In the beginning was the Word, the best effect, shall be heard the voice 


and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with 


were or candles it really 
matters not. . . . And as their small 
flames flickered with a quiet, gentle 
radiance, lo! . . . One among those 


of the unseen 


NARRATOR 


Christmas came two thousand years 


God 

All things were made by him; and 

without him was not any thing made 

that was made. 

In him was life; and the life was 

the light of mea. 

And the light shineth in darkness; 

and the darkness comprehended it 

not. 

That was the true Light, which 

lighteth every man that cometh into 

the world 

And of his fullness have all we 

received, and grace for grace. 
(John 1:1-5, 9, 16 (KJV) 


That was the true light that lighteth 
everyone—even you and me. (During 
this reading the lights will be going 
down and out until all is in darkness.) 


ago, . . . two thousand years ago it 
came. . . . Yet Christmas did not 
Just come just come and go! 
Instead, it came, it remained 
. and Christmas grew! (pause) 
The world to Bethlehem came one 
night, one wondrous night 
long, long ago. Shepherds and wise 
men, ... merchants and travelers, . . 
the high-born and the low, . . . the 
witty and the dull, . the honest 
and the artful, . . . the cruel and the 
kind, . the reverent and the un- 
believing—all . . . and more 
were there that night. 
And as they laughed and sang or 
walked and talked, . . . as they bought 
and sold, or danced and played, . . 
as they ate and drank or slept and 
. that night 
Christmas first came! (Here 


the choir sings the first group of 


dreamed .. . behold! . 


who knelt looked up and said aloud, 
“Ah, see that candle there. See it, 
as it sheds its light about the room. 
See how its flame mirrors the radi- 
ance of the Babe in the manger. | 
shall walk forth with it to all Bethle- 
hem . . . that all may know that the 
Christ is born! From this flame shall 
other flames be lighted . . . and still 
others . . . that men may see hence- 
forth that they are not born to want. 
Instead, because of this, food 
there is, and raiment. . . and healing 
for their sicknesses; henceforth 
nothing need they lack.” 
And speaking thus, he rose, and took 
with him the Christmas candle, and 
went forth into the night . . . and 
brought the light of Substance to 
Bethlehem. 


Then the first candle bearer, with 


other bearers, approaches, takes a 
lighted candle from the altar, and lights 
the candles of the bearers. Then all de- 
part. (Here are sung the second group 
of carols.) 


The procession of candle-bearing 
choirs shall enter the sanctuary, and as 
they take their places, all shall be light Hit 
(lights up and full). The first group of 

Then shall be heard been sung and the choir seated, there 


carols.) 
carols having 


will be heard, again, the 
THE INVOCATION ; IV 
NARRATOR: After the singing will be heard the 
Yes, . . . Christmas came two thou- voice of the 
. . Christmas came, 


Light came down at Christmas, 


Light all lovely, Light divine; 
sand years ago 


Light was born at Christmas, . 
Christmas stayed . . . and 


NARRATOR: 

A short while later, within the quiet 
stable, another there was who looked 
upon the second candle . . . and 
looked into its flame and saw a mes- 
sage there... . 

“This is the light of Wisdom,” said 
he, “the Wisdom of the ages, the 


Stars and angels gave the sign. wer 
: : 6 Christmas grew. (pause) A crowded 


O holy Child of Bethlehem, inn, . . . lowing 
cattle, 


a rustic stable, . 
. . kneeling shepherds, 


a tiny Babe 


Descend to us, we pray; 
an adoring mother, .. . 
within! 


Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

to Bethlehem, 
to those who 


So Christmas came... 
“Minister of music, San Marino Com- — 


munity Church, San Marino, California. . to the world, . .. 
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Wisdom of the Father . . . and it } 
burns here now for me to see it .. . 
and to take it .. . and to pass it on. 
In truth, mankind must surely filled 
with knowledge be, if it would fulfill 
its destiny . . . and God will grant 
all knowledge to him who seeks 
faith. . . . I must take that candle 
and walk forth with it to all the 
world . that all may know the 
message of the Christ Child . . . ‘that 
man may live in Wisdom, . . . that 
truth shall make men free.” 

And having said these things, he 

rose . . . and took with him the 

Christmas candle, and went into the 

night . . . and brought the light of 

Wisdom to the world. 

Here the second candle bearer and 
other bearers come; and, as before, when 
all have been lighted, they leave the 
holy place and go out. (Here is sung 
the third group of carols. ) 


Vv 
The carols having been sung, again 
is heard the voice of the 


NARRATOR: 

Then it was, while there were those 
who knelt before the manger, that 
still another turned his eyes toward 
the third candle. He saw the radiance 
of its flame. . . . He felt its glow 
of warmth upon his face. 

Then, lifting up his head, he beheld 
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above, 
fourth group of carols.) 





der, he prayed thus: “O God and 
Father of all, Provider of 
Substance, . . . Giver of Wisdom, . . 

here ... in this manger . . . lies thy 
Love tonight: this tiny Babe, this 
Christ, who to all men doth declare 
that not by bread alone does man 
kind live, nor just by Wisdom... . 
but that ‘tis Love, great Love alone, 
which is the greatest gift. 

“Ah let me take this candle 
forth, whose flame was lighted by the 
. the Star of Love, 


us 


Star on high, 
throughout the world!” 

. and light thy flame of Love 
And, lo, .. . he took the candle . 


and went forth to spread its radiance 


(The candle ceremony is repeated as 


and the choir here sings the 


Vi 


Then comes the voice of the 


NARRATOR: 
Aye, 


Christmas came two 
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thousand years ago . . . and one 
thousand years ago . . . and last year. 
And Christmas comes again tonight. 
. . » Down, down through the ages 
have the candles of the Christmas 
message lighted more candles with 
that wondrous story: 

Substance there is for all, and Wis- 
.. » But the greatest 
Follow after 


dom, and Love. 
of these is Love... . 
Love. ... 
(Here the candle bearers come slowly 
up the center aisle.) 
And now .. . this Christmas time 
. and, we trust, each day that 
we bring the message 
confirmed with 


lies ahead . . . 

back, confirmed .. . 

grateful hearts. .. . 

Our Substance, and our Wisdom, and 

our Love ... we bring . . . and kneel 
. and dedicate ourselves anew. 

(The candle bearers place thew 
candles on the altar, turn, and kneel 
reverently before the Mother and Child 
as the choir begins softly to simg 
"Silent Night.”) 

The lights now being down, the 
choir will sing the first verse softly, 
come to full chorus on the second 
verse, will hum softly for a while on 
verse 3, while will be heard this As- 
cription of Praise from the 


NARRATOR: 
Glory to God in the highest and 
on earth Peace, the peace of God, 
with her hand maidens, Substance, 
and Wisdom, and Love, which all 
came down at Christmas, and grew 
and grew. Amen. 
The congregation will reverently re- 
main in place while the choirs exuent, 
candles still alight. 


THE CAROLS USED 
The leader should select the 
carols to be used in his own 
presentation. As a suggestion, 
those used in the original pre- 
sentation are given below. 

Group I 
Welcome, Yule—Lewis 
A Babe So Tender (Flemish)— 
arr. R. Dickinson 
In a Manger—Senob 
On Christmas Day—Nyquist 
Group II 
O Lovely Christmas Rose— 
Caldwell 
Noel! Alleluia—Finn 
Let Carols Ring—arr. Wilson 
Group III 
We Have Seen His Star— 
Caldwell 


Mary Mary, Where Is Your Baby? 
( Spiritual )—Haiston 
Shine Lovely Christmas Star— 
Caldwell 
Rise Up Early (Slovak )—arr. 
Kountz 
Group IV 
March of the Shepherds— 
Williams 
La Nana (Spanish )— arr. Csonka 
The Shepherds’ Story— 
C. Dickinson 
Group V 
Silent Night—Gruber-Wetzel 


w 


THE CHRIST CHILD’S TREE 
(continued from page 19) 


Of sacrificial love which made 
our law. 

Yes, surely we're aware that there 
must be 

The Star of Bethlehem, a light 
above 

To guide us to the Babe who'll 
make us free. 

Young folk, believing in Christ’s 
salvation, 

Affix the wondrous star above 
the world, 

That seeking, longing ones of 
every nation 

May live beneath a Christian 
flag unfurled. 


SPECIAL MUSIC: “There's a Song in 
the Air,” as post high youth place a 
star on the top of the tree. 


NARRATOR: 

Now we with reverence place 
beneath our tree 

The manger scene so humble and 
divine. 

The symbol of our Lord’s Nativity 

Which gave to us of God's great 
love a sign. 


SPECIAL MUSIC: “Away in a Man- 
ger,” as a senior high youth places the 
manger under the tree. 


NARRATOR: 

First we have shepherds who 
overcame fear 

To answer angels’ song and 
worship here. 

(Junior highs (three or four) bring 

shepherds and place in creche.) 

We see the richly garbed wise 
men three 

Who followed star to foot of this 


our tree. 

(Juniors (three children) bring wise 

men and place at creche.) 

Then we have Joseph good, the 
husband true, 

God chose to care for Jesus as he 
grew. 

(Primaries (one child) bring Joseph 

and place in creche.) 

And bending o’er the Child, his 
mother sweet; 

Someday she'll stand at holy nail- 
pierced feet. 

(Kindergarten children 

bring and place in 

creche.) 

Now place within the crib 
beneath his tree 

The figure of the birthday Child 
we cannot see. 

(Nursery children bring figure ot 

Jesus and place in creche. One or 

several children may do this.) 


MUSIC: Child Is 


(one ofr 


two) Mary 


SPECIAL “What 


This?” 


NARRATOR: 
hymn just sung): 


(repeating lines from 


“What Child 
to rest, 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems 
sweet 

While shepherds watch are 
keeping? 


is this, who, laid 


Raise, raise the song on high, 

The Virgin sings her lullaby: 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born. 

The Babe, the Son of Mary.” 

(indicates tree) 

As we now gaze at handiwork so 
bright, 

It suddenly glows, resembling 

heavenly light. 


(The tree lights are turned on and 
other lights are dimmed. Narrator 
should pause for a moment before con- 
tinuing reading. A flashlight will be 
needed here.) 


We feel we've worshiped in God's 
precious sight 
As we transformed the Christ 
Child’s tree tonight. 
Now let our hearts look up to 
God above. 
And prayers ascend in answer to 
his love. 
(Soft worship music as all look at tree 
and worship.) 
So let us stand up right where 
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we are now. 
For Christmas benediction, heads 
we'll bow. 
(All stand quietly.) 
BENEDICTION 
As garlanded tree at home so 
loved we see, 
With base all filled with gifts and 
lovely things, 
Let it be in our hearts the Christ 
Child’s tree 
As it to minds and souls his 
presence brings. 
May we not fail to worship at its 
side 
This holy Christmas Child on his 
birthday. 
And may we choose to by his 
words abide 
And follow as he leads along life's 
way. 
Amen. 
(Lights are turned on.) 


POSTLUDE OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


« 


AMERICA’S THANKSGIVING 


(continued from page 14) 


dependence upon a higher Power, the 


“is able to do exceeding 


One who 
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abundantly above all that we ask or 
think.’ 

You will recall that in August, 1939, 
the late President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, at the request of the com- 
mercial interests of the country, at- 
tempted to change the date of Thanks- 
giving Day. It was to be moved from 
the fifth Thursday of November to 
the fourth Thursday in 1940 and the 
third Thursday in 1941. A storm of 
protest arose throughout the land. Pres- 
ident Roosevet was condemned by large 
segments of the population for pro- 
posing such a change. At the beginning 
of the New Deal, President Roosevelt 
had made the that he 
would immediately admit any of his 
own mistakes, should he ever make one. 
In May, 1941, just eight years, two in- 
augurals, and two months after making 
the President told 


announcement 


the announcement, 
a group of newsmen that he had made 
a mistake. They heard the President 
say that in 1942 Thanksgiving Day 
would be changed back to the fourth 
Thursday of November. It was too late 
to make any changes in 1941 because 
the makers of calendars, always a year 
in advance in printing, had already im- 
printed the date suggested by President 
Roosevelt on the calendars. That year 


many Americans observed two days of 
Thanksgiving. 

When the day is observed is not as 
important as how it is observed. We 
must never permit it to become merely 
a day when we do not have to work; 
just a day off to go to a football game, 
or a day when we eat more than is 
good for us. Thanksgiving Day is a day 
for giving thanks to Almighty God for 
his blessings. It is a day to remember 
those things that are holy. It is a day 
to remember the sufferings and sac- 
rifices of the Pilgrims, and of all Am- 
ericans who so greatly enriched our 
heritage. It is a day to remember the 
price that has been paid for our free- 
dom. And as we remember our heritage, 
it is good for us to think about the 
present and ask ourselves, Will we be- 
queath to posterity a nation that will 
possess the qualities that the Pilgrims 
have given to us? 

What were the Pilgrim fathers 

thankful for, 

Those refugees upon a frozen 

shore? 

Meeting new perils, fleeing perils, 

old, 

For scourge of persecution, 

scourge of cold— 
(turn to page 25) 





Come Ye to Bethlehem 


T. J. Kleinhans* 


66 come, all ye faithful,” run the 

words of the carol, “come ye 
to Bethlehem.” Each year thousands do 
come to Bethlehem, not just in spirit 
but as real pilgrims, to seek the place 
where the Christ child was born. 

Anyone who sets foot on the dusty 
limestone paving blocks outside the 
Church of the Nativity stands in the 
long shadows of history. Likely as not, 
despite the hallowed soil, he may first 
be disturbed, rather than inspired, by 
what he sees. 

Ever since we first heard what hap- 
pened that Christmas Eve, our minds 
began to play tricks on us. What Saint 
Luke about a 


Bethlehem we somehow changed to a 


wrote lowly cave in 
more familiar setting. 

As Americans may have heard 
the word “manger” and thought in terms 
of a vast barn, warm and snug in the 
Minnesota Had we been Ger- 
mans, we might have imagined a set- 
ting of fir trees and a fair-haired, blue- 
eyed Infant lying in a cradle. Had we 
been Lapps, we might have imagined 
the scene as a tundra of frozen mus- 
keg, with the Christ child swaddled in 
a blanket of reindeer hair. 

Actually Luke describing a 
simple wayside house. Perhaps the vine- 
yards were sun-parched, the soil poor, 
and the owner took in guests to help 
pay the taxes. Below, a cavern or grotto 
gave shelter to the cows and sheep. 
Above, there quarters for the 
family and a few guests. Little as it 
may be, Bethlehem still boasts a dozen 
ancient dwellings of this sort. 

The site of the real inn is buried by 
a mountain of tradition. Yet there 
seems to be good reason to feel the 
Emperor Constantine, back in the year 
325, picked the right site for the 
Church of the Nativity. 

Of the cave itself there is nothing 
left but a limestone floor. A fourteen- 
pointed star, with a hole to 
the stone beneath, marks the 
historic spot. The simple Latin legend 
“Here Jesus Christ was born 
of the Virgin Mary.” 


we 
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The Church of the Nativity is no- 
where near as simple as the old inn 
must have been. The present basilica 
dates from the 530’s, and stands on the 
earlier church built by 

mother of Emperor 


site of an 
Helena, the 
Constantine. 

For its ancientness it is one of the 
largest churches of Christendom; it has 
experienced many an ebb and flow of 
history. In 614, the Persians considered 
destroying it when they overran Pales- 
tine. They did destroy almost every 
other church and shrine. Instead they 
looked high on the walls and found 
a mozaic of the Wise Men—dressed 
in Persian garb. This, legend goes, 
saved the church. 

The building is basically Christian, 
but many an Arab still stops to pray 
to Allah in the transept, just as Caliph 
Omar set the pattern in 634. Nowa- 
days the squabbles are between the 
three large groups that share a con- 
tinuing claim to the church—the Greek 
Orthodox, the Roman Catholics, and 
the Armenian Orthodox. 

Who gets to sweep the floor, who 
gets to provide the olive oil for a 
sanctuary lamp, who gets to hang 
an ikon on which nail, who gets to 
wash the linen paraments on the various 
alrars—these are all issues the Jordan 
government has tried to settle—with a 
seventy-page booklet as complicated as 
the rules of football. 

The old entryways of the church are 
nearly walled up, with just a squat 
opening. Even a six-year-old has to 
stoop. Tradition says this was to keep 
the Arab tribesmen from riding pell- 
mell into the nave and desecrating the 
sanctuary. 

The interior is almost as austere and 
severe as the outside. The lack of pews 
makes the building seem even larger 
than it is. Only the red corinthian 
columns at the aisles give a touch of 
stone grandeur, together with the By- 
zantine altar and mozaics. 

Historically the most interesting area 
of the church is the crypt, reached from 
the front by two narrow stairwells. 
Here, in polished marble scarcely a 


tenth as big as the basilica, is the site 
of the inn. Here also are shrines to the 
Holy Innocents, slaughtered by Herod, 
and to Joseph, presumably where the 
angel warned him to flee to Egypt. 

For all its history the Church of the 
Nativity leaves a few pilgrims cold. 
The squabbles of the Copts and the 
Abyssinians, of the Syrians and the 
Armenians, the Roman Catholics and 
the Greek Orthodox, take away some 
of the charm. 

But Bethlehem Ephratah is not just 
the Church of the Nativity. It is the 
spot where God chose to take on human 
flesh. The double name means simply 
“House of Bread” and “Fruitful’—as 
the groves of vines and olives, pome- 
gtanate and barley (rich for that par: 
of Judea), still prove. 

Not far off are the tomb of Rachel, 
the Well of the Wise Men, and the 
fields of Ruth and Boaz. A little farther 
lies the rolling pastureland where the 
shepherds tended their sheep that night 
the angels sang Allelujah. 

All this, of course, makes the Gospel 
come alive—even little details like the 
brown lizards soaking up the sun, the 
winter hills beginning to turn green, 
the white stone walls, the distant cres- 
cent of the Dead Sea, the purple peaks 
of the mountains of Moab. 

Much of the Christmas Eve pag- 
eantry in Bethlehem is confusing. De- 
pending upon which calendar one uses, 
there are three celebrations—the 
Western Christmas, the Greek Christ- 
mas, and the Armenian Christmas. 
These fall on December 25, January 
7, and January 17 

If you are fortunate enough to spend 
a Christmas in Bethlehem, the various 
events may first seem disconcerting— 
even something as simple as a carol 
sing. In Bethlehem, a fifteen-minute 
drive from Jerusalem, there are apt to 
be a dozen of them. They take place 
at various monasteries and convents, 
and for that matter, even at three dif- 
ferent ‘shepherds’ fields.” 

Despite all the hawkers and stands, 
Bethlehem’s Manger Square sets a good 
mood for Christmas, even if it be a 
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Middle-East kind of Christmas. When 
the bells call forth their good tidings, 
when the crowd lights up its tapers, 
when the hillsides all round burst 
aflame, there’s a kind of contagious 
enthusiasm. 

This may not be real faith, in the 
strictest sense, but it is at least a start. 
Later, in the quiet of one’s own cham- 
ber, the honest pilgrim can’t help re- 
flecting on the birth of his Savior and 
the worship of the shepherds. 

Even the street urchins know some- 
thing of Christmas. Out in the square, 
like the rest of the milling crowd, I once 
stopped for a cake and a mutton sand- 
wich. It was perhaps one o'clock in the 
morning. A dirty-faced youngster who 
could scarcely have been four begged 
for baksheesh. 

Even on Christmas Eve I tried to ig- 
nore him. Once the tourist weakens and 
dispenses even one coin, a whole army 
of little beggars come on the run. But 
tonight the teen-ager who was selling 
sandwiches interrupted. 

“Give him a few fils, Mister,” he 
urged. “It’s worth it. Watch!” 


I did. The little beggar beamed, | 


fingered the coins, and trotted across 
the square. I heard them clink in the 
poor box outside the church. He ran 
back, bowing low and chattering ex- 
citedly in Arabic. 

“He wishes you a Blessed Christmas, 
Mister,” the teen-ager translated. “He's 
a Wise Man and you're a Wise Man, 
and you've both just brought a gift to 
the Christ child.” 


AMERICA’S THANKSGIVING 
(continued from page 23) 


Undaunted hearts in famine 
wasted frames, 
Unyielding to the winter's icy 
flames. 
To God alone those Pilgrims bent 
the knee, 
For life, for love, for faith, for 
liberty. 
Rising above a torrent of dismay, 
They found—and founded— 
Our Thanksgiving Day. 
Roland C. Ashbrook 
November 28, 1938 


w 


AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 
CHURCH ARCHITECTURE 


orris C. Hertel, president of the 


American Society for Church Ar- | 
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chitecture, has announced the publica- 
tion of the first issue of the Journal of 
the AS.C.A., covering the proceedings 
and major addresses of The Church 
Design and Building Conference held 
in Chicago earlier this year. Of interest 
to anyone who is concerned with de- 
sign, building, or operation of church 
structures, the Jowrnal may be obtained 
at cost through the secretary of the 
AS.C.A., Mr. Charles E. Stade, 819 
Busse Highway, Park Ridge, Illinois. 
Mr. Hertel also announced the elec- 


tion of the following officers and di- 
1961-62 at the society's 
recent annual meeting: 


rectors for 


President: Morris C. Hertel, 
Architect, Glenview, Illinois 
Vice-President: William Clark, 
Editor of Your Church, Jenkintown, 
Pennsylvania 

Secretary: Charles E. Stade, 
Architect, Park Ridge, Illinois 
Treasurer: D. Carr Whitehead, 
Architect, Chicago, Illinois 


“How thrilled we are with our fine new organ!” 


“We're looking forward to the happy 
use of this outstanding installation 
for many years to come .. . we are 
justly proud of the most artistic and 
beautiful design,” says the Reverend 
Mr. Erich V. Oelschlaeger, Pastor 
of the Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in St. Charles, Missouri. 

This three-manual balcony installa- 
tion, custom designed and voiced to 
adapt to every church organ func- 
tion, is just one of thousands of 
Wicks organs that bring joy and 
inspiration to musicians and listen- 
ers alike. 

Every Wicks pipe organ represents 
a unique combination of traditional 
craftsmanship and modern engineer- 
ing. Exclusive Direct Electric action 
assures quiet operation, instant re- 
sponse, and years of maintenance- 


THE HOUSE OF WICKS « 


WICKS ORGAN COMPANY « 


Each organ is 
thoroughly tested and tone regulated 
in the plant, by Mr. Wick person- 
ally, then tone regulated again fol- 
lowing installation, to assure tonal 
perfection, These are some of the 


free performance. 


reasons why Wicks pipe organs are 
sold with a ten-year guarantee .. . 
twice as long as other leading organ 
manufacturers. 

Write today to find out how you 
can play a Wicks pipe organ. No 
obligation 


HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 
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For the Sunday Before Christmas 


Service of the Seven Golden Candles 


H“ is a service designed for the 

day before Christmas. This year, 
with Christmas Eve falling on a Sun- 
day, it could be used either in the 
morning or in the evening. 

The service can be as simple or as 
elaborate as one desires. It can be done 
effectively with two readers and an 
acolyte lighting the seven candles (pre- 
viously sprayed gold) of a candelabrum. 
Or it can be performed by the minister, 
a licurgist, and seven readers from the 
congregation. The visual element can 
be heightened by the use of costumed 
characters and lighting, with characters 
taking their places at appropriate times 
until the traditional stable scene is 
formed as a tableau. However it is pre- 
sented, the service is designed to give 
an interlude of thoughtful quiet in the 
midst of the usual hurried preparation 
for Christmas. 


THE MINISTER: 
This is the day before Christmas, 
Let hurry and hustle be through. 
This is the day to make certain 
That Christmas may bless and 
renew. 


A READER (preferably a woman): 
This is the day to be weighing, 
To ask what the heart will hold 

fast 
After the songs and the laughter 
Of Christmas are past. 


THE MINISTER: 
This is the day to seek silence, 
To turn to the Father in prayer, 
And ask what there is yet 
Of kindness and love to prepare. 


THE READER: 
Use well this day before 
Christmas; 
Set it aside and apart, 
That quiet and questing and 
prayer 
May make ready the heart. 


*Minister, Grace Community Methodist 
Church, Oakiand, California. 
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Don A. Mueller* 


CHOIR (or soloist) (tune—"O Little 
Town of Bethlehem” ) 
So silently, so silently, 
O let Thy gift be given; 
And thus impart to ev'ry heart 
The blessing of Thy heaven. 
Create in us a silence 
And in this silence dwell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 


MINISTER: 
These seven golden candles 
Let us light on Christmas Eve, 
That seven golden virtues 
We may ponder and receive. 


READER: 

These seven golden candles light 

To hail the holy birth, 

That on this holy day once more 

The Christ may come to earth. 

(If seven readers in street clothes 
are used in addition to the minister 
and first reader, who wear robes, then 
the minister and first reader should al- 
ternate on the couplets. If the seven 
additional readers are not used, let the 
reader speak the poetry and the minis- 
ter the meditations. In the following 
script it will be assumed that the seven 
readers are being used.) 


MINISTER: (If desired, before he 
speaks, a person representing Joseph 
may take his place at one side of the 
chancel. ) 

Light a golden candle first 

For gentle Joseph’s trust 

That plods along on roads 

unmapped, 


As faith forever must. 


THE READER (a father): 
Here, let me bring the light of 
Joseph’s candle. I know how you 
must feel, Joseph—uncertain, un- 
worthy, your first child about to 
be born. Yet you'll do all within 
your power to raise this infant 
and train this child in Gods’ way, 
in the faith and in the trust that 
if God has chosen you to be a 
father, he will supply you the 
wisdom and the patience, the 
steadfastness and the courage, to 
be a good one. Here, take the light 
for Joseph’s candle from this 
candle that I carry, and remember 
this Christmas that God has never 
failed those who trusted in him. 
(The acolyte takes the candle to 
the father, who leaves with it. As he 
does, shepherds may come—or a single 
shepherd—and take a position within 
the tableau. ) 


THE FIRST READER: 
Now light a golden candle 
For the shepherds who were 
told— 
And doubted not—a stable bare 
God’s greatest gift could hold. 


A SECOND READER (from the 

audience, in street clothes) : 
I'd like to give you flame for the 
shepherd’s candle. Oh, we need 
shepherd faith in times like these, 
when all we hear is gloom and 
woe. We need someone to reminJ 
us that God has not abandoned the 
world; that this is still our 
Father’s world; that though the 
wrong be oft so strong—you 


know how the hymn puts it—God 
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is the ruler yet. The shepherds 
didn’t argue with the angels, you 
remember. They didn’t say, “Im- 
possible!” They didn’t point out 
that in terrible times like those 
in which they lived they just 
couldn’t see how there could be 
a God. They just said, “Let’s go 
and see what God has done.” 
Here, take my candle and light 
a candle for the shepherds, that 
we may remember this Christmas 
that God is still doing things in 
the world that he created. 

(The candle is lit. He leaves with his 


THE FIRST READER: 


A candle light for constancy 

Of Magi, who, for years, 

Keep watch upon the midnight 
sky, 

Till lo! the star appears! 


A READER (from the audience, per- 
haps a woman Sunday school teacher ) 


How lovely the light of the candle 
of constancy! And how hard to 
keep it serenely glowing when 
storms shout around you and 
threaten to put it out. I tell my- 


someone 1 am a constant star; 
someone has faith in me. And so 
I will keep loyal, as the wise men 
were loyal, to my dream, to my 
ideals, to my Christ, even in a 
world where men pay him lip 
service only, emblazon him in 
stained glass windows but lock 
him out of their life. How many 
times have I read statements from 
grown men saying how they look 
back with admiration and respect 
at their Sunday school teacher! It’s 
a frightening thing, really, a 


self from time to time that to (turn to page 30) 








candle as the innkeeper enters and 
takes his place to one side. ) 


= 


Never a “Too-Busy 
Signal" when you CALL 
THE MAN FROM EMKAY 


Prompt, willing service when vou need it that's 


MINISTER: 
A candle light for kindness, 
For a stable fresh with hay; 
The inn was full, I doubt it not; 
Yet he turned them not away. 


A THIRD READER (a man in a 

business suit ) 
Yes, it’s about time we lit a candle 
for the innkeeper, a candle for 
kindness. How many times have 
I heard people say that there 
would have been room enough | 
inside the inn had Joseph been a 
man of wealth! People assume 
that the innkeeper was a cold- 
hearted businessman who didn’t 
give Mary and Joseph a second 
thought. I’m not so sure. The 
Bible says there was “no room for 
them.” I think that this was 
probably the case. They came and 
all the space was taken. The inn- 
keeper didn’t want to turn them 
away, but he couldn’t turn some- 
body else out to make room for 
them either. So he took them to 
the stable. I've had to do things 
in business that I haven't enjoyed 
doing. But sometimes I could do 
some act of kindness, too, that 
made me feel better about it. The 
innkeeper wasn’t too proud to be 
kind, to offer what he could. Let's 
light a candle for kindness this 
Christmas, remembering that 
though we can’t do all we would 
like to do, still we ought to do 
all we can do in this troubled 
world of ours, for the sake of the 
Child of Bethlehem. 


(The candle is lit. His candle is 
returned to him and he leaves as the 
Magi enter and stand at one side, 
peering into the skies. They may hold 
primitive-looking telescopes. ) 


the motto of the Emkay Man, the one dependable 
source for all your Church candle requirements. 
For one thing he's a resident representative, never 
more than a short phone call away. 

For another, he carries a complete line... the in- 


dustry’s largest. No “shopping around” necessary! 


And for still another, the products he sells bear the 
name Emkay, your assurance of utmost quality at 


the lowest possible prices. 


Mail coupon for free catalog and complete details. 


> 


Candlelight Service Sets 
Economy 
Candie 
Followers 


4 Division of 
MUENCH-KREUZER 


Candie Co., Inc. 
Syracuse 1, N.Y. Tel. GR1-6147 


CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
4001 N. Ravenswood Ave. 745 E. Pico Bivd 


Olivaxine 
Sanctuary 
Candies 


——-Pererrrrr..,..,, 


Baptismal 
Candles 


Eucharistic 


Mvuencu-Kareuzer Canoie Co., Ine. 
Dept. CM-1161, Syracuse 1, N. Y. 
Please send your new l6-page. illustrated 
catalog of Church candles and accessories. 


[) Have representative call. 
Name 


Address 


MAIL COUPON NOW 
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A Sermon 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing 


Don lan Smith’ 


And the angel said to them, "Be 
not afraid; for bebold, | bring you 


good news. .. .”"—Luke 2:10 


| Onsen year at Christmas time, when 

we begin our Christmas services 
and celebrations I am impressed with 
the idea of angels. On every hand 
we hear about them. The loudspeaker 
on the front of the furniture store, 
sometimes a bit harshly, is filling Main 
Street with songs about angels. We 
hear about them on radio, T.V., and 
Christmas cards. Our Christmas litera- 
ture is full of angels. Just out of 
curiosity 1 checked through twenty 
well-known Christmas carols and found 
that twelve of the twenty made direct 
reference to angels. The Christmas 
story from the scriptures is well filled 
with angels: One appeared to Mary, 
one to Joseph, one to Zachariah. The 
best known of them all appeared to the 
shepherds as they watched their flock 
by night on the hills just outside the 
cown of Bethlehem. There is no doubt 
about it. If we take the Christmas story 
at all seriously, we are surrounded with 
angels. 

A question that comes to my mind 
as I share Christmas with my busy, 
hurrying, modern friends is this: Have 
you heard any angels singing lately? 
With as many of them as there were 
around at the the birth of 
our Savior, it seems to me that there 
should still be a few of them around as 
we celebrate the anniversary of his 
birth. Is it possible that we moderns 
are just a little bit skeptical about 
it all? Maybe deep down we really 
think that Mary and Joseph and the 
shepherds just imagined that they 
heard angels. Or maybe we think that 
angels only lived in olden times and, 
like the dodo bird, are now extinct. Or 
maybe we think that the wonders of 
man’s inventions in this age of science 
have made them obsolete. Or maybe 
we think that jet planes and satellites 


time of 


*Pastor, Salmon River Larger Parish, 
Salmon, Idaho. 
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whizzing through the air and outei 
space have frightened them off. Maybe 
all the radio waves and T.V. signals 
bouncing around have moved them 
out—sort of like the way we can keep 
pigeons out of a church tower with 
the use of high-frequency impulses. A!! 
the emphasis on angels at Christmas 
time has me so interested that I have 
been tempted to put an ad in the local 
paper saying, “If anyone hears any an- 
gels singing around this Christmas 
time, please dial SK 6-3231 and let me 
know about it.” 

Of course it is not as simple as that, 
and I'm making fun. But doesn’t it 
seem reasonable that if the angels used 
to sing, they still ought to be around 
somewhere? If we have not heard 
them, it seems to me that it is not 
because they are extinct; it is because 
we have lost the ability to hear them. 
In our high-speed, mechanical age there 
are many lost arts. I wonder if the art 
of hearing angel songs is not one of 
them. 

Some time ago I was interested in 
having some work done in stone, and 
I discovered that it is almost impossible 
nowadays to find a good stone mason. 
There are very few people left who 
know how to make cloth; hand weav- 
ing is a fascinating hobby, but if we 
depended on it for our clothing, we 
would all be shivering in the cold be- 
fore very long. It is pretty hard now 
to find anyone who can drive a team 
of horses; and when the power goes off 
for some reason, the men with dairies 
soon discover how hard it is to find 
anyone who can still milk a cow. We 
will enjoy many candles at Christmas 
time, but how many of us could make 
a candle if we had to? Certainly our 
modern technology has brought us 
comfort and wealth. We would not 
want to do without it. But it has also 
taken away from us many abilities that 
once were highly prized. And some- 
times at Christmas I wonder if it has 
taken away from us the ability to hear 
the angels sing. 


Have You Heard the Angels Sing? 


If we have not heard any angels 
singing lately, maybe it is not just be- 
cause we have lost the ability to hear 
them. Maybe we have been listening for 
them in the wrong places. There are 
some places you just don’t hear angels. 
Undoubtedly on the night that Christ 
was born there were a number of 
parties and dinners going on in Bethle- 
hem. But there is no record that the 
people at these parties heard the angels. 
Angels do not seem to care much for 
parties. Christmas parties and Christmas 
dinners are fun; there can be a great 
deal of good fellowship in them. But 
if our celebration of Christmas does 
not go beyond the giving of parties and 
dinners, there is little chance that we 
will hear the angels. I have a feeling 
that angels do not care much for 
hurrying, busy crowds. I like Christmas 
shopping. The hurry and bustle of our 
Christmas preparation is exciting, and 
it is good that we make this effort each 
year to create something wonderful our 
of Christmas. But somehow, unless our 
celebration of Christmas goes beyond 
the getting and giving, the mailing and 
planning of the Christmas rush, we 
don’t seem to hear any angels. 

Let us look at the circumstances in 
which angels were heard. Here was 
Mary. She was a devout young woman 
expecting the greatest moment of her 
life—the birth of her first child. No 
doubt she had prayed earnestly, asking 
the blessing of God on the precious 
child she carried under her heart. She 
had asked, as every good mother does, 
that he might be a strong, healthy, 
beautiful child. She had thought long 
thoughts. She had wondered about his 
destiny and asked if she was worthy 
of motherhood. She had asked what 
she might do to be more worthy. It 
was in such a personal and reflective 
situation that she became aware of the 
fact that God was speaking to her. And 
she responded, saying, “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit doth 
rejoice in God my Savior.” To put it 
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simply, she listening when she 
heard the angel 

What abour the shepherds? They 
were out in the hills watching their 
flock by night. They were not watching 
T.V. Many of us who love the out-of- 
doors know something of the stillness 
of a starlit night in the mountains. The 
sheep were bedded down; the dogs 
were asleep by the fire. The conver- 
sation had lagged until each was deep 
in his own choughts as he watched the 
dying embers of the campfire. These 
were devout They had long 
awaited the coming of a Savior. They 
were thinking some long thoughts that 
night in the quiet under the stars. They 


was 


men. 


were not dashing madly through traffic, 
sliding over slick roads to try to get 
co someone's house for Christmas. They 
were not frantically chewing pencil 
stubs, fearfully going over a list of 
names, worrying lest they leave out 
someone who sent a card to them last 
year. They were not planning a party 
with the idea that they would show the 
boss that they could put on just as big 
a party They were not 
even worrying about what they would 
get for Christmas. There is a good 
chance they were thinking about the 
meaning of it all—wondering if the 
God who put the stars in the sky really 
cares about poor shepherds; if there is a 
meaning in human suffering that comes 
so often to us all. Perhaps they were 
wondering if one can really rise vic- 
torious over this dreadful thing that we 
call death, this thing that takes our 
loved ones from us and that will knock 


as he could 


one day at our own door 

Thoughts like the 
minds of the shepherds that night as 
they sat in the stillness under the stars. 
‘And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 


these were in 


upon them, and the glory of the Lord 4 


about them.” And the 
angel said unto them: “Fear not.” (I 
have an answer to these deep, longing 
questions of yours.) “I bring you good 
tidings of great joy. . Unto you is 
born this day a Savior.” (God is saying 
ro you that he does care. There is 
meaning in life and death. And you 
shall know it when you come to know 
him.) “And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest and on earth peace 
among men of good will.” 

I am confident that people who are 
earnestly seeking the truth about life, 
who are giving themselves times of 
quiet contemplation and are giving 


shone round 


Church Management: November 1961 


long ago. I have always been interested 
in the fact that the shepherds, who were 
within walking distance of Bethlehem 
that night, heard the wonderful mes- 
sage and yet there is no record that 
the busy crowd in the town, intent on 
their own comfort and entertainment, 
heard or saw anything at all out of 


$ i" 
their spirits a chance to rise up and 
meet the spirit of God, are hearing that 
same angel song today, just as truly as 


the shepherds on the hills of Bethle- 
hem heard it on that wonderful night 


the ordinary that night 


There always some spiritual 


leaders among us who seem to be a 


are 


little closer to God than most of us 
They have given us great writings that 
we can use for our own spiritual bene- 
fit. I like to read their writings, and | 
have had the joy of knowing personally 
a few people that I put in the class of 
truly great spirits. I think that if one 
could talk to any of these great souls, 
he would find them agreeing that at 
some time or other in their lives they 
have heard angel songs. And surely 
at Christmas time the angels are “bend- 
ing near the earth to touch their harps 
of gold.” But these great leaders would 
are some times 


agree that there 


and places where you hear angels, and 


also 


some where you don't 


Where You Can Hear the Angels 

If you have children, go with your 
husband or wife to tuck them in after 
they are asleep on Christmas Eve. Look 
down on the peaceful, hopeful face of 
a sleeping child and think some long 
thoughts about the great thing that God 
has done in giving you a child to love 
and care for, a child to raise in the 
knowledge and love of God. Share these 
thoughts with your husband or wife 
as you look down on your sleeping 


hear 


child. Listen closely; you might 


some angels singing 


In the quietness of your own home, 
perhaps by the light of the Christmas 
read again the Christmas 
from the Gospel of Luke. Don't try to 


tree, story 
see in it a miracle story; just see in it 
the beauty and wonder of simple folks 
who have come to realize what it means 
that God has spoken to his people 
through the coming into the world of 
Christ as our Savior. Listen closely. You 
may hear with the shepherds the sing 
ing of the angels 

Perhaps you have been married a 
Sit this 
for 


number of years down with 


one God 
better and worse, richer and poorer, 


whom has given you 
in sickness and health, to share your 
life. Hold hands awhile and remember 
again the vow “till death do us part 


Listen closely. You may hear the angels 
sing 

Go to your church on Sunday morn 
ing. Enter into the service with your 
whole heart. Sing the hymns as if you 
had written them yourself. Take the 
communion, make an offering. And 
when the preacher speaks, whether with 
eloquence or faltering speech, remem- 
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ber that to the best of his ability he 
speaks for God. Remind yourself that 
surely God is in this place—and listen. 
You may hear the angels sing. 

Do some special deed of kindness to 
someone, with no thought of credit 
or honor but simply as an act of wor- 
ship before the God who has done 
so much for you. As you do this act of 
kindness, listen. You may hear an angel 
singing. 

I don’t want to seem presumptuous, 
but I have heard the angels sing. And 
I ask you, have you heard any angels 
singing lately? I don’t want you to 
ask me to draw a picture of an angel 
so that you will know what to look for 
I cannot write down the music of an 
angel's song so you will know what 
to listen for. But I have tried to write 
a simple definition of an angel. 

Angels are our way of describing 
otherwise indescribable spiritual experi- 
ences in which we become aware of 
some eternal truth that God wants us 
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SERVICE OF SEVEN 
GOLDEN CANDLES 


(continued from page 27) 


to know 


frighteningly responsible role to 
play. Yet I believe that there isn’: 
one of us here that isn’t someone 
special, someone reliable, someone 
constant, to some boy or girl, 
man or woman. Take my candle; 
light a candle for constancy, that 
men and women may know that 
they must seek as patiently as the 
wise men if ever they are to enter 
into the Kingdom of Love. And 
let them remember that he who 
seeks, constantly, faithfully, shall 
surely find. 

(Her candle is used, then returned 
to her. As she leaves, the wise men 
point and silently exclaim. Perhaps the 
shepherd looks up, too, to indicate that 
the star now shines. Avoid using a 
tinsel star, whatever you do! ) 


THE MINISTER: 
Into the inky pool of night 
A silver flame was hurled; 
Light a candle; let it mean 
This is our Father’s world! 


A READER 
man ) : 
I'm glad to see a candle burning 
to remind us that we live in a 
world of miracle. ‘We take the 
world so much for granted, as- 


(from the audience, a 


sume we know all about every- 
thing because we own a book 
called Science. Who can under- 
stand the miracle of birth? of life 
and death? of a single star, appear- 
ing out of the darkness, burning 
for a while, then disappearing 
with nothing but the memory of 
silver stardust in the mind of 
a Stargazer to say it ever was? Was 
the star of the wise men two 
planets in close conjunction that 
seemed but one to the earthly eye? 
Or was it indeed a new star, crea- 
ted by God for the occasion? 
Naive? Not at all. Not until we 
understand a million mysteries 
that are now locked secrets from 
us will we know whether the star 
was a miracle indeed or only the 
orderly working of God's great 
plan, which forever eludes the 
grasp of the mind of man. Light 
a candle for the star, that we may 
not forget the mystery and the 
miracle of even a single human 
birth. 

(When he leaves, a figure represent 

ing Mary enters. ) 


THE FIRST READER: 
A candle light for Mary; 
Like her courage let it glow, 
Who brought a child into a 
World of war and pain and woe. 


A READER (a young mother, prefer- 
ably ) : 
I know what men mean when 
they say, “Blessed art thou!” 
Blessed is happy, isn’t it? And 
you have the courage to be happy 
in the birth of a child in a world 
that looks upon a single human 
life as a thing of little value. Oh, 
Mary, Mary, brave Mary, happy 
Mary, to bear God's child! I 
know your happiness, for I bore 
God’s child as surely as you, a 
child as sweet, as precious and be- 
loved to me as your Child is to 
you. Old Simeon in the temple 
will say that he will be as a sword 
in your soul. I think I know a 
little what that means, too, for 
what happens to him to hurt him 
will hurt you, too; and the thing 
that will happen last of all, on 
Calvary. . . . But you don’t know 
about that yet, dreaming beside 
the manger of the child you will 
bear, the Son of the Most High. 
Take my candle and let a candle 
burn for the courage of all who 
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would dare to open their hearts to | 


love and kindness and happiness 
—and to danger and pain, too, 
through the birth of a child. 


THE MINISTER: 
A candle light for God’s great 
love 
And what that love has done; 
For God so loved the world 
He gave unto the world his Son. 


A READER (from the audience, read- 
ing from an open Bible) 
“And she brought forth her first- 
born son and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him 
in a manger; because there was 
no room for them in the inn.” 
(He turns then, by means of a 
marker, to John, and reads: ) 
“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, 
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INSTALLATION 
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Springfield, Iinois 
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lbs. 


that whosever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have ever- 

lasting life. For God sent not his 

Son into the world to condemn 

the world; but that the world 

through him might be saved.” 

Light a candle for love, for God 

is love, and this child is the gift 

of that love. 

(If a tableau is to be formed, a 
mother should place a baby in the 
arms of Mary at this time as the seventh 
candle is lit.) 


THE MINISTER: 
Let us pray. Father God, giver 
of the Christ thy Son and creator 
of Christmas, grant that the vir- 
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Dettra Gives You More 
For Your Budget Dollar 


tues we have here remembered & 


may grow within our lives. Grant 
us, as we celebrate the birth of thy 
Son, new hearts—hearts that are 
filled with peace, that are moti- 
vated by courage and kindness, 
hearts that glow with constancy 
and faith and trust, hearts that 
beat at the impulse of thy great 
love. May the beauty of Christmas 
linger in our lives long after the 
glow of the candles fades from 
our sight. For we ask it in the 
name of him whose holy birth we 
joyously remember. Amen. 
(The choir or soloist may conclude 
by singing the final stanza of “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem.” ) 


Beautiful Flags 
For Your Church 


We take the utmost pride in the 
craftsmanship which builds the 
Dettra reputation for authentic 
religious and U.S. Flags. Custom 
made or direct from stock, they 
represent the kind of value 
the religious market demands. 
The Dettra line is complete: 
individual flags, complete sets 
as illustrated, or accessories alone 
Write for helpful free literature 
and the name of the dependable 
Dettra dealer nearest you. 





DETTRA FLAG CO., INC. 


OAKS 44, PENNSYLVANIA @ “WE FLAG THE NATION” 
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Audio Visuals For Christmas 


Cathedral Films 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION PRESS 
(United Church Press) 


Fo many years the Christian Educa- 

tion Press, organ of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, has been creat- 
ing and promoting good filmstrips in 
the field of Christian education. The 
four described here represent its latest 
work. Some appear under the copy- 
right of the Christian Education Press, 
while one (the “Nursery Leadership” 
strip) has the imprint of the United 
Church Press. This, of course, is the 
new name for the publishing house 
which conforms with the newly merged 
denomination of the Evangelical and 
Reformed and the Congregational 
Christian Churches. 

Nursery Leadership. Part 1: Enjoy- 
ing Our Children. This filmstrip in 
105 frames describes the workings of 
an interracial church nursery. It shows 
the children at their supervised play. 
Play house, blocks, finger painting, 
rocking boat, and many other diversions 
keep them busy. The supervision is ob- 
vious but not intrusive. The filmstrip 
will be valuable to parents and pros- 
pective teachers as it shows successful 
techniques in use. The pictures, in color, 
are from photographs. The scripts have 
been written by Carolyn Goddard and 
Louise Drew. The photography is by 
Sheldon Brody. 

The filmstrip would have been more 
helpful if it had included a design of 
the nursery so one could visualize the 


organization of the space. Cost of the 
strip is $7.50. No record accompanies 


the film. 


32 


With Our Hands, another filmstrip, 
describes the day-by-day experiences of 
a typical youth group in a work camp. 
The camp is located at Shannondale in 
the Ozark Mountains. The group is 
composed of young church people who 
spent a vacation season in trying to 
help some of their less fortunate neigh- 
bors. As this is an actual study of a 
work project, the pictures are from 
photographs. They not only show the 
boys and girls but also take the 
viewers into some of the mountain 
homes. The core of the activities is a 
church-related community center. The 
pictures are excellent. It gives a church- 
man a sense of pride to have had 
any part in a program such as this 
which is carried on by a very healthy 
and idealistic group of young people. 
They built an incinerator, helped bale 
hay, worked in the strawberry fields, 
helped to repair a cabin, and participa- 
ted in other activities. They brought 
hospitality to the mountains, and they 
received hospitality in return. 

The script of this fine film was 
written by Virginia Mazer; the pho- 
tographer was Montague Everett. The 
price is $6.50. Let your youth see this; 
it will produce inquiries about the 
work camps of your own denomination. 

A Good Steward is a biographical 
study of the life of George Washing- 
ton Carver, the distinguished colored 
naturalist and educator. The illustra- 
tions are by cartoon. There is no at- 
tempt to picture the man himself by 
photography. We wonder if, at this 
date, such photos are available. But 
it does a good job in telling the story 
of his life, from boyhood days through 
the great conquests of his career. Every 
child and adult should know this 
story. It is good tonic for the racial 
strife in our country today. The genius 
of Carver in using the resources of 
nature to help his people, and also the 
whites, should be told generation after 
generation. The script was written by 
Thora K. Brown; the art work is by 
Tom Dahill. ‘The cost is $5.50. 

A Man Can Change is the cartoon 
story of an imaginary person. It is the 
life of a son of a very religious family 
who resented the strict practices of his 


parents. In college days he kept free 
from churches until he married a girl 
who came from a less religious home 
but who appreciated the social activities 
of the modern church. Together they 
injected their lives into the religious 
world; they became a _husband-and- 
wife team in the church school and 
slowly but surely caught the spirit of 
Christian idealism. At the end they 
had not returned to the stable ortho- 
doxy of his parents; neither had they 
found the answer to all of the ques- 
tions which plagued them. But they 
were exploring into the spiritual realm 
with a questing spirit. 

The strip seems to be urging a 
tolerant church which gives a place 
to the person who is not sure of him- 
self. Into this category many of us 
would fall. It is a satisfying story with 
good cartooning. The script was writ- 
ten by Milton A. Heitzman; the art 
work is by Thomas F. Sutton. The cost 
of the filmstrip is $5.50. 

All of the filmstrips reviewed above 
were produced in color. None of them 
offer accompanying recordings 


GREAT STORIES FROM THE 
BOOK OF ACTS 

Here are offered six filmstrips on the 
Book of Acts by Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica Films. No recordings are included. 
However, there is a guide book of 
seventy-two pages which carries an in- 
troduction and narration for each of 
the six filmstrips. The editor and bib- 
lical authority is Dr. Walter J. Harrel- 
son of the Divinity School of The Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 


The pictures are in Fibocolor, a 
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foreign patent and copyright. Titles of 
the six strips are “The Beginnings of 
the Christian Church,” “Stephen and 
Philip, First Christian Missionaries,” 
“Peter's Vision and Paul's Conversion,” 
“Paul's Mission to Europe and Asia,” 
“Paul's Last Visit to Jerusalem,” and 
“Paul, a Prisoner of Rome.” 

The colors in the films are splendid, 
but the line drawings of the characters 
pay more attention to garb than they do 
to personalities. Perhaps the feeling is 
that it would be impossible to delineate 
character personalities in the small 
areas available. The text, of course, is 
very well done. 

1 especially liked the start of the 
first story. The editor gives several 
frames to the last chapters of the Gos- 
pel of Luke, then turns to the Book of 
Acts as a continuation. The individual 
filmstrips sell for $6.00 each; the com- 
plete set sells for $48.00. Each strip 
offers thirty frames. Questions for class 


discussion follow the narration. BEAUTIFY YOUR CHURCH NOW 


with economical, superbly designed quality church furniture 
FROM CATHEDRAL FILMS by National. WRITE DEPT. 18 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 


Cathedral Films has a wealth of ma- + 
terials for the Christmas season. The ational CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
Christmas story is not told better any- 821-23 Arch Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
where than in the four filmstrips (with 
recordings) entitled “The Annuncia- 
tion,” “The Nativity,” “The Presenta- 
tion,” and “The Story of the Wise 
Men.” These were reviewed some years 
ago in Church Management. Each of 
the filmstrips sells for $6.50; each re- 
cording, which serves two filmstrips, 245 Years of Service 
$3.50. 

More recently produced is the film- 
strip Bells at Christmas, which gives 
the story not alone of Christmas bells 
but also those of Advent and Epiphany 
This has also been reviewed in Church Ten Thousand 9 Not Enough 
Management. The filmstrip sells for 
$630; accompanying recording, which |} J",cver town, lage ond fam these words kegp sxunding In the or! 
gives both sides to the theme, will cost ably true. But it leads at once to two other queries: “‘How much is enough?” 
you $3.50. and “How can | get it?” 

The Other Wise Man was produced The clergy of America know the answer to the first question: Enough to 
for Christmas 1960. Our copy reached replace the income of the husband and father for a period of years. 
us late, and we gave space to it in our |} Bxt tresecondauetion poss a ut of problems, The Presbyterian Ministery 
February 1961 issue, feeling that as the $10,000 figure must be regarded as a point of departure and not a terminus 


last scene of the film dealt with the ad quem. Then too, the experience of 245 years in aiding ministers gives it 
a peculiar advantage in the field 





death and resurrection of Jesus it fit- 

ted into the Easter picture. The film- You can secure dependable advice by writing t 

strip sells for $6.50; the record, for 

, 

$3.50. PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
Christmas in the Arts is another Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

which we have already reviewed. It A M Presid 

, _EXANDF CKIR, President 

gives colored reproductions of the | gga - 0 ve pe oi 

famous paintings from the Annuncia- , oa 2 Se a ee 

- pa 8 1717 Two Hundred Forty-Five Years 1% 

tion through the Death and Resurrec- An interdenominational fellowship providing all kinds of life insurance 

tion of Jesus. Individual prices are the 
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World's Largest Carillon 
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BY VERDIN 


77 Genuine Bronze Bells in the 
world famous carillon at Kirk 
in the Hills. One of the greatest 
achievements in bell music in 
our time! 
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Verdin Bronze Bells. Get details 
ahout a single bell, peal, chime 
or carillon. 
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same as for the above-mentioned film- 
strips, but if these last three ac 
bought in one package, the complete 
cost, including the filmstrips, the re- 
cords, and the study guides, will be 
but $27.00. 

Cathedral's highlight for Christmas 
1961 is a new 16mm sound motion 
picture in color, The First Noel. The 
pictures from which the films were 
made were painted by Ralph Hulett of 
the Walt Disney Studios. Mr. Hulett’s 
name is a guarantee of the color quality 
of this film. A review in the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle says: “In a field largely 
dominated by amateurs and tasteless 
professionals it is refreshing to find a 
performer like Hulett, who knows how 
to draw, handle a wash, and how to put 
wash and line together so that they stay 
on the paper and say something.” 

Another review says: “My first re- 
action upon seeing The First Noel was 
as if one had fallen asleep and dreamt 
a beautiful dream of the Wise Men and 
the Nativity.” 

Music for the film was arranged by 
Franklyn Marks; the narration is by 
Robert Anderson. 

The running time is fifteen minutes. 
Rental price, $10.00. 


FROM FAMILY FILMS 

Teenagers Learn About Christmas. 
A young people’s group in the church 
take the responsibility of erecting a life- 
sized out-of-doors Christmas creche. As 
it is being built it naturally invites the 
curiosity of the neighbors. Among these 
are two little children, a boy and a 
girl, who ask many questions. The busy 
young people do not have the time 
and patience to answer the childish 
questions, and send them away. 

During the first night the creche 
is on exhibit someone invades the lot, 
creates confusion, and steals the blue 
dress of the Virgin. The mailman sees 
two small children running away, car- 
rying a blue dress. The church youths 
think immediately of the youngsters 
whom they had urged to leave the 
scene. 

They confront the children in a very 
poor house and get a confession from 
them. The dress was stolen to give their 
own mother a dress. The youth group 
feel that they must share in the re- 
sponsibility for the theft and invite the 
children to the creche and share in sing- 
ing a carol with them. All's well that 
ends well. 


The screen play was written by 
Richard Morean; the photographer was 
Roman Froelich. The strip is in color. 
A twelve-inch record accompanies the 
film. Price, $10.00. 


FROM CONCORDIA 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 

The Glory of the Lord, A Children's 
Christmas Worship Service. This film- 
strip is so new that the one which we 
are using for review is an “in process” 
film, later to be replaced by the 
finished product. The program consists 
of an eighteen-page book which con- 
tains the complete program with the 
musical scores, responses for the con- 
gregation, and the narration, together 
with instructions for presenting the 
service and a small six-page leaflet 
which has the words of the hymns and 
responses in which the adult congrega- 
tion participate. Children have a part, 
but the heaviest burden falls on the 
narrator. 

This is a somewhat unique approach 
to the subject. The pictures show Youth 
(a symbol of all youth) trying to find 
the answer to the eternal quest for 
the meaning of life. He is imprisoned 
in a shell from which he cannot escape. 
The story of the birth of a Savior 
finally helps him to break through, and 
he sees the Light of life. 

The filmstrip of forty frames por- 
trays in symbols the struggle and the 
triumph of youth. Price of the film- 
strip, $6.50; twelve-inch 33 1/3 LP 
record, $3.50; children’s worship pro- 
gram folder (18 pages), 10c each, 
$1.00 per hundred; price of the six- 
page congregational leaflet, $3.50 per 
hundred. 


THE LIVING BIBLE SERIES 

We have here for review two sets 
of filmstrips, with recordings, in what 
the publishers entitle “The Living 
Bible Series.” In general the pictures 
in these sets follow a new and interest- 
ing pattern. They are much shorter 
than the Bible filmstrips have been 
running. Because that is true, more 
selections can be placed on a single 
record. 

One set is Jesus, the Great Healer, 
Part 1. In this set there are three 
filmstrips: “The Daughter of Jairus,” 
“Bartimaeus and Zacchaeus,” and 
“Jesus Heals Peter's Mother-in-Law.’ 
The first two subjects are placed on 
one side of the record, while the third 
is on the reverse side. 
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This reviewer feels that the inclusion 
of Zacchaeus is a stroke of genius, for 
the healing of this man was not physi- 
cal but moral. The moral, mental, and 
physical go together in the practices 
of Jesus. All are sick. The pictures are 
made from posed photographs. The 
characterizations are effective and the 
colors appealing. 


These filmstrips are short. The 
longest one has but 25 frames; the 
shortest, 18. They are made to ac- 
commodate either hand advancement 
or automatic advancement. The three 
filmstrips alone sell for $14.25; with 
the single record the price is $17.00. 
Two other sets of three subjects each 
complete the series of miracles now 
available. 

The second set, Jesus, the Great 
Teacher, has four subjects: “Jesus Re- 
jected in Nazareth,” “Jesus Chooses His 
First Disciples,” “The Unmerciful Ser- 
vant,” and “Jesus, Lord of the Sab- 
bath.” They run in length from 19 to 
23 frames per film, taking only five 
or six minutes for each filmstrip. One 
record carries the narration for the 
entire four subjects. The films were 
made from posed photographs. Charac- 
terizations are good, especially in the 
film on the calling of the disciples. 


The four filmstrips with the ac- 
companying record sell for $21.50; the 
filmstrips alone sell for $18.50. A guide 
with narration and instruction for the 
presentation accompanies each film- 
strip. 


The cartons carrying the Concordia 
filmstrips have the Screenette feature. 
This provides an illuminated inside 
cover which can serve as a projector 
screen for small groups. 


A NEW RECORDING 

Boston Birthplace of Liberty. A 
twelve-inch record, each side of which 
gives the story of historic Boston. Pub- 
lished by Creative Associates, Inc. 

Did you ever take a bus tour of 
Boston? Here is a record which will 
take you on such a tour. You will start 
at Copley Square, then proceed to Bos- 
ton Common, to Park Street Church, to 
King’s Chapel, Old South Meeting 
House, Faneuil Hall, Paul Revere 
House, U. S. Frigate Constitution (Old 
lronsides ), and many other places. The 
record gives you the whole trip. You 
will hear the beat of drums, the music 





of historic organs, the ringing of bells 
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which celebrated liberty, and the voices 
of little children singing “My Country 
‘Tis of Thee.” 

It is a good record and strengthens 
our faith in the purpose of America. 
You will get some of the spirit of colo 
nial days. Custodians of some of these 
historic churches and public buildings 
will assure you that the spirits of the 
revolutionary patriots are still felt in 
the buildings. They fee/ their presence 

The recording is also available with 
a book containing the text which costs 
$1.00. 





ww 
FAITH 


Deep from the well we drink of 
strength 
That guides and shields us from 
above; 
Faith's beauty radiates within 
And sheds eternal beams of love 


Jean Wisdom Jackson 
Miami Shores, Florida 
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Rastetter Chairs that Fold 


What is a bargain? We would define 
it as, “The receipt of more goods and 
services than expected for money 
spent.” That is why the purchase of 
Rastetter Chairs that Fold gives you 
double value in beauty and 
SOLID KUMFORT. 


The Rastetter Chair is 
equally at home in your 
place of business or living 
room. You have a choice of 
22 different models in a va- 
riety of styles, finishes and 
luxurious fabrics. The easy 
portability makes Rastetter 
Chairs adaptable for any 
seating need; and they fold 
flat, stack flat and store in a 
minimum amount of space. 

Investigate the use of 
Rastetter Chairs that Fold. 
Just fill out and mail the 
coupon today. 


STATE 


Free portfolio illustrating all models 


[] Consultation and demonstration 





Weekdays Are Better 


he traditional Sunday morning 

Bible class is a legacy from the 
days of the uniform lessons with their 
ideal of everybody all together in one 
place and at one time giving their at- 
tention to the same passage of Scrip- 
ture. A few years ago large men's 
classes were fairly common. They at- 
tracted those on the periphery of the 
church by their informal folksiness. 
Both the span of attention and the 
financial commitments were less than 
those of the church service. They of- 
fered adults a painless way to be mildly 
religious. This movement has passed 
its crest. 

Today the Sunday morning adult 
Bible class is being questioned from 
two directions. 

The popularity of Sunday morning 
worship has compelled some congre- 
gations and has inspired others to hold 
two services to take care of the people 
who want to come. Sometimes these 
are held before and after the church 
session, but this results in a 
crowded morning. Better results are 
achieved and a larger attendance at- 
tained if at least one service is at the 
same hour as the church school, while 
it is increasingly common to have 
classes meeting during both services. 
This enables the parents to attend 
church while their children are in the 
church school. It also puts the adult 
competition with the 
which is something 
not faced in the past. 
Where the adult classes are strong it is 
difficult have two church services 
because this appears to threaten the ex- 
istence of the older classes. 

The teaching methods 
used in these groups are also under fire. 
The really large classes have had lec- 
tures which were really denatured ser- 
mons. In the majority of the groups 


school 


classes in direct 
church 
which they have 


service, 


to 


commonly 


“Congregational minister and church 
building consultant, Mount Vernon, New 
York. 
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for Bible Study 


John R. Scotford* 


the teachers have done most of the 
talking. Discussion has been incidental 
rather than central. Today most of us 
are convinced that we learn little by just 
listening and that it is only as ideas 
are tossed back and forth that truth 
really takes root in our minds and lives. 
At this point the adult Bible class 
encounters both physical and psycho- 
logical difficulties. 

For free discussion it is essential 
that everyone in the class be able to 
speak without effort and that all can 
hear with ease. These conditions have 
rarely been obtained in the past. They 
require separate soundproof rooms. On 
Sunday morning, space of any sort is 
at a premium in most churches. Provid- 
ing suitable accommodations for discus- 
sion groups is both expensive and 
difficult. 

The atmosphere on Sunday morning 
is rarely conducive to thoughtful study 
on the part of adults. Most of them 
have tumbled out of bed, hurried 
through breakfast, and hustled the 
children into their best clothes before 
they can get to church. They arrive 
in a flustered frame of mind. This is 
further complicated by a rigid time 
schedule. The class must get through 
and get out of its room before the 
church service starts. “Hurry” is the 
theme song. From necessity many classes 
operate like quick lunch counters. The 
emphasis does not fall on deep thinking 
but on getting through on time. The 
temptation is to stress the immediate 
application of the lesson and then 
hasten on to other things. 

An increasing number of churches 
are shifting their provisions for adult 
education from Sunday morning to 
other times. This has several obvious 
advantages. 

Quiet, ‘restful meeting places are 
easily available either in the church 
or in the homes of the people. The 
competing sounds and the multitu- 
dinous interruptions of Sunday morning 


are eliminated. 

Time limits are off, particularly for 
evening classes. An hour may be set for 
the serving of refreshments, but if a 
discussion grows exciting it can be 
continued as long as the interest of the 
participants lasts. Real thinking is rarely 
achieved by a stop watch. When an 
idea begins to unravel in the minds of 
the people it should be allowed to 
work itself out, even though this takes 
several hours. Groups have sometimes 
gone beyond midnight in the ardor of 
their discussions. 

Anybody who really wants to can 
come. On Sunday morning many who 
are interested in real study are busy 
teaching other classes, rehearsing with 
the choir, or even cooking dinner. The 
minister and the organist have many 
other matters on their minds. On week 
nights the competition is reduced, better 
leadership is available. 

These factors combine to create an 
atmosphere which is both relaxed and 
free. There is no sense of urgency. 
Neither is there any preconceived no- 
tion as to what should be said and 
done. There are no prescribed courses. 
A group can tackle any subject in any 
way that they want to. They are free 
to go wherever the spirit leads them. 

Classes operate in a wide variety of 
ways. Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
Columbus, Ohio, has an “Idiots’ Class” 
(of men) which meets at breakfast, a 
“Not So Idiotic Class” which gathers 
at lunch time, as well as an evening 
group. The First Congregational Church 
in Jackson, Michigan, has a “closed 
class” of couples which has been meet- 
ing every other week for over three 
years, and which has survived a change 
of pastors. The Congregational Church 
in Newaygo, Michigan, has both a 
closed group that is continuous and a 
succession of open groups which study 
specific areas for a limited period of 
time. In some instances membership 
training classes have continued after 
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the individuals in them have been re- 


ceived into a church. A “closed class” PEWS P PULPIT 
is one to which people come only by 


invitation. A N D C H A N C 3 L 

The Bible takes on new meaning in FURNITU RE 
these groups. In the past we have 
sinned against it both by trying to 
“prove” things by it and by trying to 
extract from it pat little “morals.” Pur- 
suing such methods, we have often 
missed the forest in our concern for 
particular trees. These groups study 
the Bible rather than courses about the 
Bible. Their first concern is what it 
meant to the people who wrote it, and | 
then what it means for us. Sometimes 
a whole night may be spent on one or | 
two verses; never do they get through 
a whole chapter in one session. 

There is little teaching in the Sunday 
school sense. The group is on a common 
quest together. If the minister is pres- | gommenuens essen 
ent, he is there as a resource person to PULPITS * CHAIRS 
answer questions. A considerable in- | yo — 
vestment may be made in books such 
as the volumes of the Interpreter'’s Gothic, Remenceque, Colonial, end Carty Amer 
Bible. The mood is that of exploration. ican designs to harmonize with every edifice. 
From this angle the Bible is a fasci- Send for Illustrated Catalog 
nating book because of the way it re- Furniture for America's Churches Since 1897 


veals man’s quest for God. If it once J. P. REDINGTON & CO 
° . 


ets a chance at us, it cam sweep us 
B , , P DEPT. B * SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 
away from our old moorings into a new 


conception of life. This appears to be 
particularly true of the Epistles, which 


have had a small place in the church Direct Factory 


school curriculum and are little known 
to lay people. Prices 


When a small group of men and 
women meet regularly to match their 
minds against the mountain peaks of 
religious experience recorded in the at Mestrated: ——- a 
Bible, several things commonly happen. —s MODEL K-3— 

_ Preaching is entirely out of order. a por gh reyes = 4 
The sort of moralizing associated with 
many adult classes just does not fit. 

As the people face the great truths of 
life together honestly, they come to 


trust one another. They no longer hesi- : 

ete le . : DIRECT FROM FACTORY SAVINGS 

tate lest they cast their pearls before s Churches, Schools, Clubs, and all 

swine. They give utterance to their FOLDING CHAIRS If you are on the Purchasing Committee of your church, educa- 

deeper convictions. They feel free to tional, fraternal or social group, you will want to know more 
. . . TRUCKS FOR about MONROE Folding Banquet Tables. 94 models and sizes 

bring up the pressing problems of their FOLDING TABLES for every use. Also, MONROE Folding Chairs, Table and Chair 

daily lives, knowing that they will be AND CHAIRS Trucks, Portable Partitions, Folding Risers and Platforms, etc. 

both respected and helped. It is at this Owned and recommended by over 60,000 institutions. Mail 


point that a limitation in membership —-———=—4 
mptet At MONROE’S . THE MONROE COMPANY, 60 Church St., Colfax, lows 
and continuity over the months and — | Please send me your now 1962 Menree catalog, and i 
years really pay off. Unless a new- ree 1962 © full information on DIRECT.FROM-FACTORY PRICES 


comer is a most unusual person, he can- PORTABLE PARTITIONS FREE ! 
not enter casually into the type of dis- va 


cussion which the Bible can ignite. Ir Ptonroe Title 
: “+h worki CATALOG 

takes time and much working together ones 

before we can truly open up to one 


oe } 4 M yA M >A 
another (turn to page 39) | THE MONROE COMPANY 























Full Finished 


Group 





, 
| We re interested in: enseueunepesnesensenens 








Church Management: November 1961 





Sermons for Juniors 


Just Like Christmas 
R. E. Eshmeyer" 


D”™ stamped his feet on the back 

porch and brushed off his back, 
then burst into the kitchen. “Wow! 
What a snow! Biggest snowstorm I was 
ever in,” he cried, taking off his coat, 
cap, and boots, and putting them away 
in the little room off the kitchen. 

He walked to the kitchen stove to 
look behind it. 

“Hi, runt,” he said to little Davey, 
who sat there in the corner stroking 
the cat. “Been in the snow yet?” 

Davy didn’t answer. “He's been roll- 
ing in it,’ Mom said, “and his clothes 
are all wet.” 

“I wanna see Billings new white 
calf,” Davey said. “Mom won't let me 
go in their barn, and the window's too 
high.” 

Don wasn't listening anymore. He 
had his nose near a kettle on the stove 
whose lid was going up and down 
from the steam pressures within. “Um!” 
he grunted. “Good dinner, Mom.” He 
washed his hands and began setting 
the table. 

Then Liz stamped her feet on the 
back porch and brushed snow off her 
back. “What an awful snow, Mom,” 
she cried, rushing in and putting her 
she 
asked, walking to the stove to look 
behind it. “Have you been in the snow 
yet, Davey?” 


wraps away. ‘Where's Davey?” 


Davey didn’t answer. “He's been roll- 
ing in it,’ Don said, “and his clothes 
are all wet.” 

“I wanna see Billings’ new white 
calf,” Davey said. “Mom won't let me 
go into their barn, and the window's 
too high.” 

Liz sniffed at the lifting lid of the 
kettle. “Um, good dinner, Mom,” she 
said, then washed her hands to help 
Don. 

Then Dad stamped his feet on the 
porch and brushed off his back. He 
rook the broom and swept the snow 
off back porch. “Some 


the whole 


“Minister, Saint Paul's Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, Lansing, Michigan. 
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snow!” he exclaimed as he came in and 
immediately put away his wraps. “Six 
inches already, and we're to have three 
more. The weather man says there'll be 
a crust on it by morning.” He kissed 
Mom. “Don and Liz got through, I see. 
But where's little Davey?” He walked 
to the stove and looked behind it. “Been 
in the snow yet, Davey?’ he asked. 

Davey didn’t answer. “He's been roll- 
ing in it,” Liz said, “and his clothes are 
all wet.” 

“Come here, Davey,’ Dad said. “Let 
me see how heavy you are... . Um, 
um! So you rolled in the snow, eh?” 

“I wanna see Billings’ new white 
calf,” Davey said. “Mom won't let me 
go in the barn and the window's too 
high.” 

“Oh, sure,” Dad said. “We want you 
to see Billings’ new calf. Right now 
it's dark outside and Mom has a good 
dinner for us, and we are all hungry.” 

“I'm not hungry,” Davey said. 

Mom glanced at him quickly, and 
touched his forehead with the back of 
her hand. “You've been lunching again,” 
she said, reassured. 

“Only a piece of bread,” Davey said. 

“And the crust for the cat?” Don 
teased. 

“Better eat your crust if you want 
to be big as Don,” Liz warned. 

“Don’t like crust,” Davey said. 

“If the snow gets a crust on it to- 
night you'll be as big as me right to- 
morrow morning,” Don said. 

“Will I, Mom?” Davey asked excit- 
edly. 

"Yes, of course. As big as Don is 
now. That is, of you're on the snow and 
Don isn’t. If Don’s on the snow, too, 
he'll be as much bigger as he is now.” 

“Will I be as big as Don on the 
snow?” Davey asked Dad. 

“That's right, Davey, and Don will 
be as big as I am,” Dad said, putting 
Davey down off his lap. “Let's wash 
up for dinner.” 

All through dinner Davey seemed 
lost in thought. After dinner, while 
Don and Liz did the dishes, and 


while Dad read the paper, Mom held 
Davey. He wasn’t running a tempera- 
ture, so he must be all right. 

Next morning Davey was up with 
the rest, eagerly eating his oatmeal and 
toast, and drinking his milk. When Don 
and Liz and Dad, who was a teacher, 
had gone to school, Davey had to get 
out, too. Mom helped him with his 
coat and boots. 

Outside he went straight to Billings’ 
barn half a block away, right over the 
top of the deep snow, which was like 
a slippery sidewalk. Yes, he could now 
see through the window! Using his 
hands to block out the light, he pressed 
his face against the glass. There was 
the new white calf! And there were 
Mr. and Mrs. Billings, and the big 
cow, too. Mr. Billings was coming out- 
side. 

“Come inside, Davey,” Joseph Bill- 
ings greeted. “I'll let you pet the 
calf.” 

How soft and fluffy and white it 
was! And what big shiny eyes it had— 
just like a deer. It was lying down in 
clean straw, its front legs bent under 
it. One of its hind legs was under it, 
too, but the other one was alongside 
of its body. Davey stroked it awhile, 
then looked around. 

“What's that?” he asked. 

“You mean the manger?” Joseph 
said. “I'll set you in it so you can see. 
The cow won't mind. Come, Mary, you 
can help watch.” 

Davey looked at the big cow as she 
ate her hay. When he happened to look 
up at Joseph and Mary, he saw Mary 
brush away a tear. “Why is she crying?” 
he asked. 

“I guess it’s because it’s just like 
Christmas,” Joseph said, “and because 
we never had a boy like you.” He set 
Davey out of the manger so he could 
pet the calf again, when a shadow 
came over the window. They all looked 
up. 
“Mom!” Davey said. 

“Even the guardian angel!” Mary 
said. “Yes, it’s just like Christmas.” 
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WEEKDAYS ARE BETTER 


(continued from page 37) 


Here we have some clues to the solu- | 
tion of two of the pressing problems | 
of Protestantism. | 

Our people have more pressing per- 
sonal problems than the psychiatrists 
and pastors can take care of. There are 
neither enough men nor enough hours 
in the day to meet the counseling 


needs of our parishes. The ultimate an- PEAT 
: | Sy % BETTER QUALITY 


swer is that our people must somehow 
help one another. Weekday Bible study 100% wool pile Philadelphia church carpets 
groups can be an effective method of conceal footmarks and cushion sound 


group therapy. : Sv: 

We also have need of more corpor- | "5 (a 2= Fey BETTER SELECTION 
ate thought by our congregations on | ca%) wo & a ere Choose from either Philadelphia's popular 
matters of belief and practice. There is | x “— As. and traditional Church Red, or any of the 

: , : ie >a “ ? - many other beautiful colors and textures, 
too little confrontation of life's deeper eee aio 4 specifically designed for church use 
problems by the laity. Instead of taking 4h 
° ~ : 5 * 4 

their theology on authority from the © > 5 oe 

cit theaogy on authority fro Cece, —«BETTER VALUE 
munister, they os © ee soe emg ots Cas Enjoy the economy afforded by Phila 
one with another. The Bible is the anvil on eg a ee Lae delphia's high quality and reasonable 
upon which this can best be done > prices. Long wear and minimum care 

This article has been written on the : are assured 
basis of quite limited evidence. What he" : : > Write for name and address of 
, - ; : dealer nearest you 





we have are gleams and glimmers from 


various parts of the country over a 
period of at least three years. We are 


undoubtedly guilty of wishful thinking, PHILADELPHIA CARPET CO. " allsaionea 94. mal 


at least in part, but there remains the 
possibility that we have the first stir- 
rings of what might become a mighty 
movement in the life of the church 
What we need is much thought and 
many experiments. 
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PEACE OF MIND 
pias = serenity, oe PORTRAYED on your‘ 
uide ou my erring feet 
regal kel BULLETIN COVERS! 
Grant me the maximum 


Thy miracle of grace, 


Add to my questioning mind The Charm and Individuality of your Church is 
Love for every race. faithfully reflected on these impressive LOW-COST 
; Bulletin Covers. A photograph of your Church 
Prompt me in all I do, is Bopashes on the cover, with appropriate 

: : wording. Back page can have your directory or may 
Let peace possess my mind, be left blank. Shipped flat—8 2 x 11 inches, for 
This is the ultimate local printing or duplicating equipment. 


Such love has designed. if you use 75 per week or more, these Bulletin 
Covers are practical and the cost remarkably low. 


a al — +e, aa samples, and prices, write 


Ke SPALDING PUBLISHERS 


| 
1020 West 94th Street Chicago 20, Illinois 
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REPAIRING AND REPLATING 


For a minimum cost, old Chalices, Com- 
munion Ware, Candlesticks, etc. can be 
refinished to look like new. Send them 
to us by Express or Freight Prepaid, and 
we will give you an estimate of cost 
before proceeding to renew them. Please 
advise what you are shipping us. 


Ie finnish evouthing forthe Church 


FREE CATALOG ON REQUEST 


CHURCH 
shler SUPPLY 
COMPANY 


122-M So.2nd., SAGINAW, MICH. 
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} CHURCH TOWER CHIMES 
BELLS — CARILLONS 


all in one instrument, plays music 
rings service bells 
AUTOMATICALLY 


Give one to your church as a 
memorial or Christmas gift 


+“ 


~ 


PAID 


Write today for full information 
e 


NATIONAL SOUND SERVICE, INC. 
1320 C Bates Ave., 
Cincinnati 25, O. 


9 
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NATIONAL the most honored 
name in church sound since 1933 ; 


( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 


COOOL 


eee eee es ek es eee ee eee 


Everything al 


O Alters ()Pews [ Organs 
00 Church Furniture (7 Fabrics 
OO Flags ([ Lighting Fixtures 

0 Visual Aids [ Bibles [ Robes 
(0 Folding Chairs and Tables 

(0 Sterling and Brass Altar Ware 
2 Stained Glass Windows 

(C0 Books of Remembrance 


DC Bells, Van Bergen, 
from Holland 


0 Bulletin Boards 


Check above items in which you ore 
interested and write for FREE catalog. 


WHITTEMORE ASSOCIATES, INC 
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Advantages and 


Disadvantages 


of a Big Church 


Friedrich Rest 


$¢7 love the small church,” said an 
enthusiastic lady across the lunch- 
eon table from me at a fall conference. 
Not expecting anyone to differ, her 
added question, “Don’t you?” was to 
be answered diplomatically if at all. 
Since it was the second such statement 
I had heard in a week, I decided to 
try to speak delicately if persuasively. 

“Yes, I too love the small church, 
but not as much as the big church,” I 
started, trying to think now as a mem- 
ber rather than as a pastor. She was 
flatteringly attentive. Perhaps the rea- 
sons may be of general interest. 


Advantages 

1. If I have a family, the big church 
offers more fellowship, service, and 
study groups. One of my boys could be 
in the junior choir, a girl in the inter- 
mediate choir, the other boy in the 
chancel or sanctuary choir. Two could 
belong in fellowships, junior high and 
senior high. Since our average Sunday 
church school attendance last year was 
774, each child has classmates his age. 
If Grandpa lived with us, he could 
belong to our popular Golden Age 
Fellowship. In addition, we have or- 
chestras, Scouts, ladies’ and men’s 
groups, and numerous committees. It 
is possible to organize an effective new 
group or two per year in a large 
church. 

Counting individually each task of 
our rotating groups of ushers, choirs, 
teachers, officers, committeemen, lay 
visitors, etc., over 1,300 tasks were done 
voluntarily last year. There is a job 
for everyone wishing an opportunity 
for service in a large church. 

Mr. Paul Baumer, a youth associate 
for one year in the United Church of 
Christ, found from visiting 104 
churches in twelve synods that when- 
ever there were less than twelve or 
fifteen members in a youth fellowship 
there were organizational difficulties in 
getting the commission plan to work. 
A larger church will likely have its 

*Minister, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Evansville, Indiana. 


share of difficulties, but at least it 
will have enough people from which 
to draw. 

2. The large church may hold more 
frequent church services, providing a 
choice of time. Last year our church 
offered 125 services of worship, rang- 
ing from the usual dual services every 
Sunday morning to a dramatic Christ- 
mas pageant service by the Senior High 
Youth Fellowship. Changing Times 
last November stated that 6,400 rural 
Southern Baptist churches could hold 
services only once or twice a month. 

Inspiration from larger group sing- 
ing, praying, listening together in regu- 
lar services means an added joy in at- 
tending church. 

3. Other blessings may accrue from a 
large church such as the advantages 
connected with leaders, equipment, and 
facilities. Our associate pastor, for ex- 
ample, returning from the Holy Land 
last fall, was able to share his experi- 
ences and insights. The shortage and the 
turnover of pastors aren't felt as often 
in the large church. 


Disadvantages 

1. No one knows everyone in a large 
church. I may know 300, 500, even 
800, if I have a lot of time for fellow 
ship, but not everyone in the church. 
A person belonging to a small church 
may know everyone. 

2. A more serious disadvantage is 
that the family spirit is mot as pro- 
nounced in the large church. The 
closest thing to the small church family 
spirit is the fellowship that develops 
within the smaller organizations of a 
large church. Prayer, luncheon, quilting, 
hobby, and study groups may be nur- 
tured in either small or large churches. 

3. Pastoral calls in a large church 
cannot be as frequent, despite the fact 
that usually one of two pastors is 
available even when the other is out 
of town at a conference or on 
vacation. 

4. The percentage of attendance is 
usually smaller in a large church, | 
think. While we may rejoice in an 

(turn to page 59) 
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only the finest........ 


The interior of your church is one place where only the finest quality should 

be accepted. Regardiess of the size of your church, the furnishings should 
enhance the services as well as provide comfort and lasting beauty. L. L. Sams 
and Sons, with more than 60 years experience, can assist amy church in a new 
building or remodeling program. Skilled craftsmen, who are regarded as 
artists in their profession, as well as modern plant facilities, allow a wide range 
of services to assist every customer. We weicome the opportunity of serving you 
Write for FREE illustrated brochures. 


P.O. BOX 1430 @ RIVER AT LASALLE 
WACO, TEXAS 
DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF DISTINCTIVE CHURCH FURNITURE 


NOW IS THE TIME TO IMPROVE YOUR RECORD SYSTEMS 


Family Church Record 
and Personnel File 


NOTE THESE FEATURES 
Fits the standard size letter filing 
cabinet 

. Complete church record for each 
member of the family 

. Records pastoral calls 

. Provides a folder for supplementary 
family information, confidential 
counseling material, etc. 

. File may be transmitted to neu 
church if membership is trans- 
ferred 

Puts flesh and blood on dry-as-bone 


statistics 


PRICE: 7c each 
If you now have a filing case, the complete 
system for a church of 100 families will cost but 
$7.00; a church with 200 families, $14.00; a 
church of 500 families, $35.00. 


SINGLE CARD RECORD 


For churches which desire the large-sized 

record but do not care for the filing folder, Note that the family name is visible at all times. The information for each 

we offer the form as printed above on heavy member is complete. Actual size of folder, 94 x 1134 inches. 

card stock 92 x 1134 inches *Developed under the supervision of John W. Meister, and first used in the First 
5¢ each; $5.00 per 100 Presbyterian Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana 


WILLIAM H. LEACH ASSOCIATES P. 0. BOX 543 CLEVELAND 7, OHIO 
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Priming 


the Preacher’s Pump 


David A. MacLennan* 


Advent and Christmas in this year of 
trial and danger, of opportunity and 
hope, are almost upon us. What will 
they do to us, and within us, and 
through us, so that the durable joys of 
Christ may reach our people? An Eng- 
lish writer, in The Methodist Recorder 
a year ago, mused on the first “Silent 
Night, Holy Night” and the morning 
which followed. Wrote Miss Margaret 
Harwood, “As the day dawned surely 
there would be something Joseph must 
do? They were there for the taking of 
the census, and like any other proud 
parent, Joseph must certainly have gone 
forth with a radiant face, to interview 
the officer. Joseph was just another 
nobody important; nobody 


would notice him, and the officer would 


peasant, 
say 


‘Name? 

‘Joseph. Carpenter of Nazareth of the 
house of David.’ 

‘Wife's name?’ 

"Mary. 

‘Children?’ 

‘Jesus, born last night.’ 


All very quiet, very humble, no fuss, 
and yet it is because of that far away 
event in time, in that far away village, 
among people whose language and 
whose customs are foreign to us, that 
| am writing in this year,” in the 
second decade of the twentieth century. 
Yes, and because of that far away 
event in time, we present the living 
Lord “who came as a tiny baby thing” 
to our fellow citizens on this planet 
in Christmastide 1961. To encounter 
this Christ of God is to encounter the 
One who alone can save us and our fel- 
low men into life eternal and abundant 
and cause our feet to walk in the paths 
of peace. “It is because of that birth 
that we help the helpless, the sick, the 

“Minister, Brick Presbyterian Church, 


Rochester, New York. Instructor in homi- 
letics, Colgate Rochester Divinity School. 
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old, the cripples. . . . Because that Baby 
was born on that still night, we do help 
the helpless, and a nation is judged to 
some extent by how much of such 
helping it does.” 

Will you preach a series of three or 
four sermons in the season of Advent? 
Those of us who do not follow the 
Christian year as our Episcopalian and 
Lutheran brothers usually do may not 
keep December 24 as the fourth Sun- 
day in Advent but celebrate it as 
Christmas Sunday. This leaves us Sun- 
days of December 3, 10, and 17 for 
Advent or pre-Christmas preaching. 
Traditionally the old Church and the 
Reformed Churches used these Sundays 
for emphasis upon judgment, “the last 
things” and the Second Coming of 
Christ. Certainly these weeks should be 
used as times of preparation for the 
“realized eschatology” of the gospel. 

Here are some ideas—old more than 
new—which may start your own “think- 
ery” rolling. 


Sermon Seeds 
I 


What Is the Meaning of Christmas? 
Text: Luke 1:68—"Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for he has visited and 
redeemed his people, and has raised up 
a horn of salvation (because he has 
come and brought deliverance and re- 
demption ).” Note the Amplified New 
Testament paraphrase of the words 
“horn of salvation"—"that is, a mighty 
and valiant Helper, the Author of sal- 
vation.” Dr. James Moffatt’s translation 
has preaching possibility: “Blessed be 
the Lord the God of Israel, for be has 
cared for his people and wrought them 
redemption; he has raised up a strong 
Saviour for us in the house of his ser- 
vant David.” 

(1) What is the real meaning of 
Christmas? To many it is a lyrical in- 


terlude in the misery or monotony of 
the year’s work. To some it is a time 
of revelry, of parties, of merriment of 
one kind or another. For a majority of 
respectable citizens it is a time for the 
children; after all a birthday inaugu- 
rated the celebration. For many persons 
it is time to give and receive gifts. Last 
year a cartoonist satirized one view of 
the Christmas message by saying it is 
“co-existence on earth; non-aggression 
to all men!” To disillusioned and sad- 
dened persons Christmas is a fantasy, 
a fancy, a legend too good to be true, 
too good to come true in our kind of 
world. 


(2) When we go to the historical 
sources of Christmas we discover its 
meaning. True, the Church took over a 
pagan festival observed at this time of 
year prior to Christ's coming. The 
Church baptized the old celebration to 
keep the anniversary of the Savior's 
birth. The Bible tells us that Christmas 
means more than carols and kindness, 
exchange of presents and greetings, a 
brief truce with cares and griefs. Christ- 
mas means that God himself has 
“visited and redeemed his people.” Then 
we try to tell something of the glory 
and mystery of what the Church means 
by the Incarnation of God in Jesus 
Christ. One preacher I know finds great 
help in reading over again the late 
Donald M. Biaillie’s clear and trench- 
ant essay “Can Jesus Be Both God 
and Man?” in the volume Ow of 
Nazareth. 

Here is how a modern poet drives 
home the truth of God's disclosure of 
himself and his purpose in the One 
who came in Bethlehem long ago: 


What profit should we win the 
race 

To solve the mysteries of space 

To signal through ten thousand 
miles 

Unless we know 

Of Jesus, cradled from His birth 
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On the dark bosom of the earth? 
And what are victories of skill 
Unless exploring in God’s will, 
We prove the Law we there 
have found 
In this our world—our holy 
ground? 
For God is Now and God is Here, 
Not hidden in some shadowy 
sphere. .. . 
(author unknown) 


(3) Christmas means that God's 
will is for our peace. This is not only 
personal, inward serenity but peace with 
freedom, peace based on justice, in our 


embattl¢d world. Wrote Rita Snowden, 
“Behind all our jet-propulsion, our 
presents and puddings and pantomimes 
and parties (and we might add this 
year, behind and beyond our Berlin 
barricades and threats and counter- 
threats) it begins to look as if the 
main thing we're after this Christmas 
is peace. And it can’t come from our 
best-laid human plans. When we look 
at the order of that first Christmas mes- 
sage, that isn’t surprising. Thac begins 
with: ‘Glory to God in the Highest!’ 
Some of us have overlooked the first 
half of that great proclamation alto- 
gether, and centered our hopes on the 
second: ‘On earth peace, and goodwill 
toward men.’” Let us and our brothers 
and sisters who share the Good News 
of God's action in Christ make our 
upreach to God, and then our outreach 
in holy love and justice to our fellow 
men in the world everywhere. “Through 
the tender mercy of our God, the day- 
spring from on high hath visited us, 
to give light upon them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” (Luke 1:78, 79.) 

(4) Christmas means—it should 
mean—God's healing light in the dark 
places of our personal lives. Dr. Theo- 
dore P. Ferris of Trinity Church, Boston, 
once said, “If Christmas doesn’t mean 
anything in the dark places of the 
doesn’t mean anything at all.” 
rightly concluded, “If you can 
find out what Christmas means in the 
darkness, you will know what Christ- 
mas really means.” God chose one of 
the world’s dark corners to make him- 
self savingly and humanly known. God 
may still be found in the darkness of 
our failure, our sorrow, our frustration, 
our sin and broken hearts. “The darkness 
is no darkness with thee, but the night 
is as clear as the day,” said the psalmist; 
“the darkness and the light are both 
alike to thee.” But always we must 


world, it 
Then he 
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remember and realize that when God 
comes into the darkness, as when he 
came into the darkness of the ancient 
world in the stable cave of Bethlehem, 
light comes into the darkness. This light 
is on life's meaning, it is light for us to 
walk by over the difficult stretches of 
life. This light is still shining and it 
cannot be put out. “In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. The 
light still shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has never put it out.” 
(John 1:4, 5.) 
II 


Christmas Is Receiving, Too! Text— 


Acts 20:35 (New English Bible): “I 
showed you that it is our duty to help 
the weak in this way, by hard work, and 
that we should keep in mind the words 
of the Lord Jesus, who himself said, 
‘Happiness lies more in giving than 
in receiving.’ ” 

Did you notice the different way the 
words of Jesus are translated in the 
New English Bible version? (1) It is 
one of the axioms of human experience 
that it is—to quote the more familiar 
version—more blessed to give than to 
receive. In spite of cynical disclaimers, 
you and I have had enough experience 
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When, several months ago, we decided that we 
should employ fund-raisers for a Stewardship Survey 
in our parish, we studied carefully the programs of 
several well-established companies in this field; Kirby- 
Smith among them Now, in retrospect, | am per- 
suaeded that we were truly guided in our decision to 
employ this firm which has recently completed an 
intense survey in our parish — with most fruitful results 


First, the financial returns in increased pledges are 
most gratifying. Our people were not high-pressured 
into over-committing themselves. Hence we have 
every right to expect that our record of pledge col- 
lections will be very much better in the future than in 
the past 


But we are finding even more helpful the valuable 
information which the Kirby-Smith visitors were able 
to secure from all the families they visited: Informa- 
tion concerning their spiritual needs. Already, with 
the Survey only a week behind us, we are taking major 
steps to improve our ministry to our people in every 
way. This will result in a profound improvement of 
the ministry of this church to its hundreds of families 
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of the deep satisfaction which comes 
from generous, unpublicized giving to 
know that it is true. To give is to live— 
deeply, joyously. To give ourselves away 
for the sake of others, to our country 
in her need, to the cause of world peace 
in our time, to advance Christian causes 
—this is life with a capital L. At Christ- 
mas time a small boy or even a small 
girl would like to have parents, grand- 
parents, aunts and uncles, and older 
friends keep saying that scripture verse! 
They want us to have the blessing 
which comes from giving Christmas 
gifts—to them! 

(2) But Christmas never genuinely 
invades us as a divine grace unless we 
realize the other side of the truth: It 
is blessed to receive. No human person- 
ality ever grows into wholeness unless 
there is giving and receiving. A few 
years ago, one of our able contemporary 
preachers, Dr. Melvin E. Wheatley of 
Los Angeles, developed a sermon on 
“The Blessedness of Receiving.” Here 
were his main points: (1) Receiving 
is blessed because it meets our ele- 
mental need to be noticed. Others must 
recognize that I exist, am a person-in- 
the-making, have rights and some 
talents. (2) Receiving meets our need 
to be nurtured, “our need to draw all 
kinds of sustenance from other persons.” 
We are interdependent creatures. “No 
man is an island.” (3) Receiving en- 
ables us to fulfill our need to be needed. 
Then the preacher drove home the 
main thrust of the Christmas gospel 
that God's gift of Jesus Christ must be 
received. When this inexpressible gift 
is received, God notices us, God 
nourishes us, God “serves notice upon 
us that he needs us.” 

Did you ever think that there seems 
to be a sound spiritual reason for hav- 
ing Thanksgiving and Christmas close 
together? “Thanks be to God for his 
gift beyond words!” (2 Corinthians 
9:15, New English Bible.) See also 2 
Corinthians 11:4; Ephesians 2:8. 


Ill 

“What's Christmas?” Another ap- 
proach to the biblical answer to this 
question is one inspired by the New 
Testament scholar Professor Donald G. 
Miller of Union Theological Seminary 
in Virginia. He took as his text the 
opening words of Matthew 2:1—“Now 
when Jesus was born... .” Here are 
his main divisions which I am hopeful 
Dr. Miller will let a brother preacher 
borrow, or adapt, and clothe with his 
own thought and conviction and style: 
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(1) Christmas comes again “to remind 
us of the pre-eminence of God.” We 
must enthrone Christ as Lord of all The world’s finest 


of life. (2) Christmas inds us “that : 
pidge ceomtenndee op eg carillons and bell systems 


the God to whom we look is available 4 
if we seek him.” (3) Christmas tells us are made by Telematics 


that ‘still Jesus reigns, the one, Uni- Every church Through the miracle of electronics, beau- 
versal Lord—the God-man, the Eternal tiful bell music is faithfully reproduced by 
God dawn near to us in time.” God is can now enio tiny metal bars, replacing tons of cast 
for us. God is with us. God has prom- J y bells. Carillons and bell systems by 
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ised to be our companion, guide and : : 
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guardian, and victor over all the ene- within reach of all. 


mies of his love, his peace, his justice. 
Christmas calls to each soul: Accept cathedral Your present bell system can play 
this presence, this power, this promise . . 
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Pegg 7 ‘ : of your choice. The Bell 
again Jesus addressed the people: ‘I am Master uses continuous tape 
the light of the world. No follower of cartridges requiring no 
; ‘ threading, no rewinding 
mine shall wander in the dark, he shall 
have the light of life. " (New English 
Bible.) Many older persons will recall 
one of the dismal features of life even 
in then relatively safe North America, 
the blackouts and dimouts of our cities. 
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NEW BOOKS 


RELIGION 


HAD YOU BEEN BORN IN ANOTHER 
FAITH, by Marcus Bach. Prentice-Hall, Inc. 
186 pages. $3.95. 

Marcus Bach stands alone as the fore- 
most popularizer of comparative religion. 
This is his eleventh book on the contempo- 
rary religious beliefs of people throughout 
the world. In certain respects it is an intro- 
duction to the religions of the world; in 
other respects it is a summary of some of 
his earlier studies 

Professor Bach employs the very provoca- 
tive technique of describing to the reader 
what his life would be like if he had been 
born into any one of nine different religious 
cultures, of which only three—Judaism, 
Roman Catholicism and Protestantism—are 
at all well known to the average American 

However, this book is more than simply 
a description of a variety of religious beliefs 
First of all, it offers a sympathetic descrip- 
tion. The author is not one to denounce 
religions other than his own. Second, the 
book has a central theme, “The spirit in- 
herent in religions is found to be one spirit 
when we truly put ourselves in the other 
person's place.” This plea for religious toler 
ance shines through all of Dr. Bach's books, 
but nowhere is it presented more con- 
vincingly than here. In this day when Ameri- 
cans need so desperately to understand the 
perspectives of other citizens of the world, 
this book comes as a welcome and readable 
guide. It is highly recommended for both 
clergymen and the laity. . &. ¢ 


CHRISTIAN FAITH AND OTHER 
FAITHS, by Stephen Neill. Oxford Univer- 
241 pages. $4.25. 

The secretary of the Department of 
Studies of the World Council of Churches 
offers in this volume his Moorhouse Lectures 
given at 1960. This volume 
is not just another introduction to the non- 
Christian religions. It is rather an attempt 
to understand them in their contemporary 
crises, and to make an assessment of them 
from a Christian point of view. The method 
he has of presenting his subject is by means 
of a dialogue with other faiths. The author 
does not, in his comparison, seek to give 
in tabloid outline of Christian 
doctrine. Instead, he presents the Christian 
faith to be tested with other faiths on the 
Dr. Neill, with a 
exaggeration, states that Christian 
reduced to a doctrine of 


sity Press. 


Melbourne in 


form an 


grounds of relevance 
helpful 
doctrine can be 
man having his dependence on God. 

The lectures cover seven religous groups 
The first chapter, analyzing the approach 
to Judaism, criticizes the view of Reinhold 
Niebuhr who holds that Christians are 
wrong in trying to convert Jews to the 
Christian A study of Islam brings to 
the reader many interesting generalizations. 
One which is interesting is the claim that 
the Islamic missionary can show to the 
Christians what it really means to be 
Christian. Renascent Hinduism is the third 
religious group Dr. Neill evaluates. Here is 


way 
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a clear and interesting picture of some of 
India’s greatest religious minds. In Buddhism 
the author believes he finds the most at 
traction to the modern man of the West 
In a chapter entitled “The Primitive World 
there is a good summary of what may be 
called a description of ancient religious 
groups living in modern times. Some readers 
may be surprised to find the last two re 
ligious groups to be followers of Karl Marx 
and the interpreters of existentialism 
Throughout these chapters Dr. Neill shows 
how the Christian can learn from the other 
religious groups and means of 
working with them 

The final chapter, entitled “Christendom, 
is a most challenging summary of the re- 
lationship of our faith to these other re- 
ligious groups. Assuming that “religion and 
culture ought not to be separated,” the 
author shows how through the development 
of dogma, institutional growth, tradition, and 
culture the Christian church can maintain 
itself in the present world. This book is 
like riding with a cosmonaut and viewing 
the religious practices of our world 


WwW. L. L. 


suggests 


WORSHIP 


CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINES, by Harold 
Wiley Freer. Pageant Press. 266 pages. $3.50. 

While this work was written primarily 
for use in prayer classes, it readily lends 
itself to either private devotions or group 
worship. The book consists of thirty medi 
tations to be used over a period of a month 
and subsequently repeated. In addition to 
readings from the Bible and some devotional 
classics, the author includes selections from 
writers such as Florence Allshorn, Martin 
Buber, Gerald Heard, Nels Ferre, Rufus 
Jones, Marcel Legaut, William Silverman, 
and Lillian Smith. The author is to be 
commended for his choice of material and 
also for those portions of the meditations 
which are from his own pen 

Mr. Freer is national field representative 
of the Disciplined Order of Christ and a 
leader of retreats and prayer schools and 
institutes. ,c Bw 
SERVICE BOOK FOR MINISTERS, by 
Joseph E. McCabe. McGraw-Hill Book Co. 
226 pages. $3.95. 

It is, indeed, a pleasure to review a book 
by one whose spiritual and professional de- 
velopment has been an inspiration to the 
reviewer. Dr. McCabe took his bachelor’s 
degree in speech and political science at 
Muskingum College, a master’s degree in 
education from Ohio State University, his 
theological degrees—Th.B. and Th.M.—from 
Princeton, and his doctorate from the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh. After serving several 
rural churches, a small-town church, and 
finally a large suburban church in a metro- 
politan area in New Jersey, Dr. McCabe 
became the president of Coe College. With 
this broad background he writes this service 
book for ministers 


There may be some ministers who will 
ask whether there ought to be another man 
However, this book has at 
which mark it from 
Dr. McCabe 


percentage of 


ual published 
least two differences 
other denominational 
has arranged a much 
its contents in units of services for all kinds 


manuals 
larger 


There are orders of services for 

year, the year, special 
resources for worship services, as 
the orders of services for holy communion, 
baptism, marriage, and the Christian funeral 

The second difference between Dr 
McCabe's manual and the conventional kinds 
which we have is that he devotes a large 
amount of space to materials for use in the 
ministry to the sick, in pastoral visitation, 

There are suggested 
and comments to be 
The selection of 


of occasions 
the Christian civil 


well as 


and in counseling 


prayers, quotations, 
made to those who are ill 
materials in this part of the manual shows 
that the author is experienced in the daily 
duties of the Christian ministry. With the 
exception ot possibly one or two denomi 
manual can be used by all 

W.L tL. 


nations, this 
clergymen 


CHURCH UNITY 


IS CHRIST DIVIDED? by Lesslie Newbigin. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 41 pages. 
$1.25. 

This is one of the shortest books to be 

published in 1961—it runs to less than 
10,000 words—but it is also one of the 
most eloquent pleas for Christian unity that 
has yet been made. This is strictly a theo- 
logical argument for the ecumenical move- 
ment; there is not even the faintest suggestion 
that unity can be justified on the basis of 
efficiency or economy, reasons frequently 
offered by American clergymen and laymen 
alike. This great leader from the Church of 
South India, now the General Secretary of 
the International Missionary Council, speaks 
from personal experience in pleading that 
Christian unity is an essential element in 
the New Testament concept of the church. 
His book is a timely contribution to a major 
problem of the church and deserves a wide 
audience. L. E. S$. 
THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT, by Nor- 
man Goodall. Oxford University Press, Inc. 
240 pages. $4.50. 
CHURCH COOPERATION IN THE 
UNITED STATES, by Ross W. Sanderson. 
The Association of Council Secretaries. 272 
pages. $3.50. 

Dr. Goodall’s book appeared at a most 
opportune time—on the eve of the World 
Council of Churches meeting in New Delhi 
After fifty-one years the various streams 
of the world-wide ecumenical movement are 
being merged into one effort with the union 
of the World Council and the International 
Missionary Council 

Dr. Goodall makes three significant con- 
tributions in his book. First of all he pro- 
vides a relatively brief, yet comprehensive, 
history of the ecumenical movement. This 
is based on a thorough study of the basic 
sources and on his own twenty-five years’ 
experience in this area. Second, he very 
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NEW THIS FALL... 


A choice variety of good reading 


THE PAPAL COUNCIL AND 
THE GOSPEL 


Protestant theologians evaluate 
the coming Vatican Council. 


In this very timely book, distinguished 
theologians on both sides of the Atlan- 
tic present an incisive, scholarly eval- 
uation of the coming Second Vatican 
Council .. . from the Protestant view- 
point. The writers discuss such topics 
as: Will the Second Vatican Council 
be Ecumenical?; The Roman Catholic 
Church on the Eve of the Council; 
What the Pope intends for the Council; 
Protestant Concerns and the Council. 


192 pages, cloth $3.95 


LUTHER IN THE TWENTIETH 
CENTURY Luther Lectures, Vol. V 


by D. Peter Brunner and 
Bernard J. Holm 


Martin Luther, the man, his ideas, 
and his works, in relation to the 20th 
Century are the major topics of con- 
sideration in this series of lectures by 
these prominent theologians. 


160 pages, cloth $3.00 


KERYGMA OR GOSPEL TRADITION— 
WHICH CAME FIRST? 


from the Augsburg Theological 
Monograph Series by Robert A. Bartels 


A well-written treatment that revolves 
around the subject of the kerygma 
(the preaching of the early church) 
and the Gospel tradition (the oral 
account of the life of Jesus which pre- 
ceded the written record). Enables 
student and pastor to obtain a grasp 
of this subject that would otherwise 
take months of technical study. 


144 pages, paper $1.95 


The Papal council 
and the Gospel 


) 


HOMES 
WHERE 
‘]e,@))) 18 


ONE TO ONE 


Communicating the Gospel to the deaf 
and the blind by Erling N. Rolfsrud 


A warmly sympathetic approach to 
the problems of these handicapped 
people and how the Church can help 
them. Written in narrative form, 


128 pages, paper $2.00 


. HOME IS WHERE GOD IS 


by Virginia Gangsei 


A fascinating, helpful devotional book 
that is based on the daily life experi- 
ences of a typical Christian family. 
Wonderful for family prayer time. 


144 pages, cloth $3.00 


THE DOCTRINAL THEOLOGY 
OF THE EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 


by Heinrich Schmid, translated by 
Charles A. Hay and Henry E. Jacobs 


A compilation of theological state- 
ments drawn from the writings of 14 
prominent Lutheran Theologians of 
the 16th and 17th centuries. This re- 
print edition published in response to 
requests from seminary professors and 
students of theology. 


692 pages, cloth $4.75 


ACCOUNTING METHODS 

FOR THE SMALL CHURCH 

by Manfred Holck, Jr. 

A highly useful manual of practical 
and proved record-keeping procedures 
. +». proper banking procedures, finan- 
cial reports, and many other helps. 
The author is both a pastor and C.P.A, 


128 pages, paper $2.50 
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far and includes pertinent warning on the 
necessity for responsible growth in the 
bureaucracy of the ecumenical movement. 

By contrast, Dr. Sanderson reports on a 
smaller geographical area, limiting his book 
to the origin and growth of local and state 
councils of churches in the United States. 
This is the first adequate treatment of the 
ecumenical movement to be written from 
the perspective of the “grass roots” or local 
community. 

After a brief survey of the nineteenth 
century in the opening chapter, the author 
plunges in and picks up the various strands 
—the Sunday school movement, the organ- 
ization of local federations, and the national 
interdenominational movement—skillfully 
weaving them together to record the growth 
into a broadened and united effort at co- 
operation. The balance of the volume is de- 











Samuel R. Laycock. This non-technical manual 
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man and offers a practical approach to the 
many phases of pastoral counseling. Of spe- 
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Roman Catholic, and Jewish faiths. 96 pages. 
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Seward Hiltner and Lowell G. Colston. This is 
a comparative study, with case histories, point- 
ing out the aims and limitations of pastoral 
counseling. By using the same counselor in 
two settings and by comparing a controlled 
set of counselees, the authors shed considerable 
light on the value of pastoral counseling. 

272 pages. $4.50 
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carefully makes and maintains a distinction 
between the ecumenical movement itself 
and those organizations which express or 
serve it. This distinction is extremely impor- 


ography, extracts from the landmark 


tant but 
those inside and outside the many organiza- 
tions. There is a difference between support- 
ing an idea and perpetuating an institution. 
Third, the book concludes with a fifty-page 


and perhaps most important of all, 


48 


appendix which includes an annotated bibli- 


ments of the ecumenical movement and a 
lise of churches and organizations that are 
frequently overlooked by both a part of this world-wide effort. Finally, 


author devotes one chapter to the problems 
and the pitfalls that lie ahead. This is a 
realistic appraisal of the progress made thus 


voted to an exposition of the refinements 
which have taken place within this general 
frame-work. The book concludes with a 
fascinating but brief appendix describing in 
some detail the local efforts in Buffalo, 
Pittsburgh, Missouri, Massachusetts and 
California. 

In addition to this historical survey Dr. 
Sanderson also raises some very significant 
questions about the future of the inter- 
church movement. While he doesn’t say so 
explicitly, it is clear that he realizes the 
growing pressures of denominationalism are 
a major threat to the interdenominational 
10vement. 

These two books are complementary— 
they do not overlap nor duplicate—and each 
is a most valuable contribution to the liter- 
ature in this important area of contemporary 
Protestantism. L. EB. &. 


BIBLE 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW 
TESTAMENT, by Edward W. Bauman. The 
Westminster Press. 189 pages. $3.50. 

Another introduction to the New Testa- 
ment may appear to be an unnecessary addi- 
ticn to an already crowded bookshelf. How- 
ever Dr. Bauman is not writing for seminary 
students or preachers or even for the better 
informed laity. His audience is the much 
larger segment of the population who would 
like to know more about the New Testament 
but do not know where to begin. 

This is an introduction into the “heart of 
the message” of each of the books in the 
New Testament. It is a primer. It is a non- 
technical exposition that shows an awareness 
of the findings of modern scholarship. How- 
ever it still is a textbook and should be 
used as a tool, not as the sole channel for 
introducing the reader to the Bible. Perhaps 
the outstanding feature of the book is the 
brief but lucid background statement the 
author provides for most of the individual 
books. The author is also to be commended 
for his emphasis on the central unity of the 
New Testament. This is, quite properly, an 
introduction to the New Testament and not 
to a series of isolated books. j £6 
GENESIS: A COMMENTARY, by Gerhard 
Von Rad. Translated by John H. Marks. 
The Westminster Press. 454 pages. $7.50. 

This book is one in the series “The Old 
Testament Library” published by The West- 
minster Press. The author of this commentary 
served a number of churches of the Evangel- 
ical Church of Bavaria. At present he is 
professor of Old Testament at Heidelberg 
He has taught at Jena and Gottingen. The 
trauslator is assistant professor of Oriental 
studies at Princeton University. 

The author assumes that the books of 
Genesis to Joshua consist of several contin- 
uous source documents that were woven to- 
gether more or less skillfully by a redactor. 
The oldest source documents are known as 
“Yahwist” (J) and “Elohist” (E) because 
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of their distinctive use of the name for God. 
He dates Yahwist sources about 950 and 
Elohist about one or two centuries later. 
Deuteronomy D() is literarily separate. The 
latest source is the Priestly (P) document, 
and its actual writing falls in the postexilic 
period, about 538-450. 

The author's introduction is very helpful. 
After showing how Genesis is a part of the 
Hexateuch, he outlines the three narrative 
sources. The theological problem of the Yah- 
wist is studied. Finally, the hermeneutical 
problems of the Genesis narratives are ana- 
lyzed. The text of Genesis in the Revised 
Version is printed with each of the sixty 
major portions of the book, and careful note 
is made of Dr. Von Rad's several disagree- 
ments with the RSV translators. In the 
German edition the author makes his own 
translation of Genesis 

The commentary is divided into two parts. 
One section deals with “The Biblical Prime- 
val History.” Here the creation stories and 
events to Abraham's departure are discussed. 
Part II consists of “The Biblical Patriarchal 
History.” The historicity of these narratives 
is answered by the author by saying that 
they are, “but the experience that God 
miraculously preserves the promise beyond 
human failure was eminently historical for 
the community.” 

This is an important volume to be added 
to the Old Testament Library published by 
The Westminster Press. It ought to be in 
every Christian's library for Bible study. 

WwW. L. LL. 
GREAT PERSONALITIES OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT, by William Sanford LaSor. 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 192 pages. $3.00. 

Many persons find the biographical ap- 
proach to history the most interesting method 
of understanding the past. So it may be with 
a study of biblical history. On this assump- 
tion Professor LaSor has now published the 
successor to his earlier Great Personalities 
of the Old Testament 

In this volume the author seeks to tell 
the story of the birth and early life of the 
Christian church. He develops the narrative 
arcund the lives and acts of a score of 
individuals and has carefully chosen those 
individuals who would contribute the most 
to the continuity of a dramatic and inspiring 
account. 

The author, who is professor of Old 
Testament at Fuller Theological Seminary, 
writes from what is an extremely conser- 
vative theological point of view. This should 
not be construed as a criticism of the book, 
for the author's research has been thorough 
and the basic outline of his narrative is 
excellent. However, there are two flaws in 
the book. The first is one of style. Basically 
the book is a printed transcription of a 
series of lectures. There is a great difference 
between the spoken word and the written 
word. The author's failure to recognize this 
detracts significantly from the readability 
of the book. The other criticism concerns 
the predilection of the author for interrupt- 
ing the narrative with short sermonettes. 
Often these comments are irrelevant and de- 
tract from the magnificent story that is the 
theme of the book. Despite these short- 
ccmings many laymen will find this to be 
a fascinating volume L. E. §&. 
UNDERSTANDING THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT, by Harvey K. McArthur. 
Harper & Brothers. 192 pages. $3.50. 

Of the many books written about the 
Sermon on the Mount, this is one of the 
most scholarly, illuminating, and satisfying. 
Since it is expository rather than homiletical, 
it is not always the easiest reading. Yet it 
is a work that no student of the New 
Testament should think of ignoring. Among 
the subjects upon which the author lays 
emphasis are the relation of the Sermon to 
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Mosiac tradition and to Pauline tradition. 
Two chapters are devoted to the ethical 
teaching of the Sermon and another to an 
exposition of its immediate place in the 
life of the Christian. 

The general introduction begins with a 
discussion of the origin of the designation 
of the three chapters of Matthew as the 
Sermon on the Mount. Dr. McArthur refers 
to this usage being evidenced by notations 
in the Coverdale Bible of 1535 and the 
Roman Catholic edition of the New Testa- 
ment in 1582. He states, however, that 
despite its suggestion in the opening verse 
of the Sermon itself and its use by Augustine 
in 400 A. D., it does not seem to have 
gained wide currency until the Reformation. 

This, though, is but one of the problems 
of scholarship taken up in the volume. The 
author states his purpose as follows: “The 
primary purpose of this book is to deal 
with the basic, practical, historical, and theo- 
logical problems raised by a thoughtful read- 
ing of the Sermon on the Mount. While 
reference will necessarily be made to details 
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of the Sermon, these references will occur 
only when they shed light on the larger 
problems.” 

The larger problems of the Sermon are 
taken up one after another. Much is said 
in regard to the history of the interpretation 
of these three world-shaking chapters. Their 
textual background is also stressed again 
and again. Any biblical student will neces 
sarily study the Sermon on the Mount, and 
no one can read this scholarly book without 
getting a clearer understanding of it. Under 
standing the Sermon on the Mount is a 
volume of high importance in the field of 


New Testament literature 
L. H. C. 


THEOLOGY 


FREE MEN: Meditations on the Bible Today, 
by Suzanne de Dietrich. Translated by Olive 
Wyon. The Westminster Press. 127 pages. 
$2.75. 

The theme of this book is that God created 
man a free being, but because of disobedi 
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THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION by 
Robert G. Torbet. A close look at our 
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41S0259 . Paper, $1.00 
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ence that freedom was lost, resulting in man’s 
enslavement. Mademoiselle de Dietrich says 
that “it is in finding God, or rather, in 
being found by God, that man finds his 
true self, and in so doing finds the experi- 
ence of liberty.” She traces the story of 
salvation through the Old Testament, be- 
ginning with Abraham. Moses led the en- 
slaved people in the attainment of liberty 
from political enslavement and from idol 
worship. The witness of the prophets served 
to awaken the conscience of the king and 
the people so that their words of judgment 
were also words of liberation. It is in the 
writings of the later Isaiah that the figure 
of a promised Liberator appears. 

Turning to the New Testament, Jesus is 
pictured “as the only free man who has 
ever lived upon earth.” In all his dealings 
with people and institutions he went to the 
heart of every situation in proclaiming “the 
truth that shall make you free.” Likewise 
the apostles reflected the liberty their Master 
had proclaimed, and Paul gave forceful wit- 
ness to it as he contended with those who 
would take away the liberty given to men 
by Jesus Christ. 

A critical scholar might take issue with 
some of the exegetical conclusions, but the 
book is primarily devotional and it must be 
judged in that category. The author chal- 
lenges the reader in her insistence that the 
work of liberation is an ongoing ~~ 
and requires constant self-mastery and 
cipline. As she puts it, “the story of our 
salvation, as the Bible tells it, is simply the 
record of a long journey towards freedom,” 
and the implication is that our part is to 
understand this record and pursue the 
journey for ourselves. Ss. L. 
YOUR GOD IS TOO SMALL, by J. B. 
Phillips. The Macmillan Co. $1.10, paper- 
bound. 126 pages. 
pages. 

This latest offering by Dr. Phillips is 
intended for popular consumption—and it 
should gain a wide audience—but it is also 
a profoundly important book. This is one of 
the best statements on the nature of God 
that this reviewer has seen. In addition to 
the richness of his thinking, the author also 
puts the reader in his debt for the careful 
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craftsmanship that has gone into the writing 
of this book. 

Dr. Phillips devotes the first half of the 
volume to criticism of some of the popular 
conceptions of God which obscure the real 
God and inhibit respect and worship. The 
second half is an exposition of ways by which 
the reader may gain a clearer understanding 
of the true God. 

This is a delightful book to read, a joy 
to talk about, a stimulant to one’s reflective 
processes, and offers a thoughtful and con- 
structive statement of Christian theism. 

L. E. f. 


THE MIND OF JESUS, by William Barclay. 
Harper & Brothers. 340 pages. $5.00. 

The author of this volume is a dis- 
tinguished writer and an exceptionally gifted 
preacher. He is lecturer in New Testament 
language and literature at Glasglow Uni- 
versity. Some of his previous books include 
A Book of Everyday Prayers, The Mind of 
St. Paul, A New Testament Wordbook, 
and Letters to the Seven Churches. 

Although the substance of the chapters 
of this book first appeared in the form of 
a series of articles in The British Weekly, 
Dr. Barclay has so extensively rewritten the 
material that it bears little relation to the 
original articles. The aim of the book is 
simply to present the “mind, the work and 
the meaning of Jesus a little better.” He 
bases his book exclusively on the first three 
Gospels. This is not a book which seeks 
a certain point of view for the purpose of 
debate. Rather this volume is written with 
a point of view of Christology and with the 
awareness that there will be some who will 
not agree with everything written. There 
are thirty chapters which are very short 
in length. Four to six pages form a chapter. 
The briefness of the chapters forces the 
author to make his ideas and conclusions 
explicit and clear. 

No doubt the most difficult as well as 
controversial subjects Dr. Barclay has to ana- 
lyze are those which deal with the Death 
and the Resurrection of Jesus and the mean- 
ing of the Cross. While we may agree with 
the author, who says that “there is not any- 
thing new in this book,” he has presented 
these subjects in such a manner that readers 


Church Management: November 1961 





Lasting Beauty 


Distinctiveness 


Serviceability 


BETHANY-ANTIOCH 
COMMUNION WARE 


Inspired design, combined with classic 
or modern finishes, gives our commu- 
nion ware a timeless beauty that adds 
lustrous dignity to any worship service. 
We stock a complete selection of com- 
munion ware, from pastor's communion 
kits to ceremonial chalices. Write for 
our illustrated brochure for a complete 
list of this lovely ware and the many 
finishes available. 


THE BETHANY PRESS 
Box 179 - St. Louis 66, Mo. 


A New Background... 


a 


et 


ie fe! 


for the 


Garoscén HEAD OF CHRIST 


] OW, responding to numerous 
~ * requests, this popular con- 
cept of Christ is made available 
with a neutral background of 
tans and grays, making it har- 
monious in any color setting. 
Available in three standard sizes, 
ranging in price from 75 cents to 
$7.50. 


Write for new color folder 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PRESS 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





Church Management: November 1961 


know his position and his biblical sources 
for his conclusions. This book succeeds 
admirably in enabling the reader, not to 
argue about Jesus and his work, but to see 
a little more of the love of God in him. 
WwW. LL. 


SOCIAL RELATIONS 


COMPASSION AND COMMUNITY, by Has- 
kell M. Miller. Association Press. 288 pages. 
$3.50. 

What is the relationship of the church 
to many social welfare agencies that are 
active in today’s society? This question has 
plagued many church workers, and as a result 
the Methodist Church established a commit- 
tee to study the subject. One result is this 
book by a teacher at Wesley Theological 
Seminary. 

Basically this volume is an elementary 
introduction to the challenge confronting 
the church in the social welfare field. After 
a rather long historical introduction to the 
church's concern and the emergence of 
modern social welfare, the author discusses 
the relationship between the church and 
social work and follows this with a brief 
description of representative agencies and 
areas of concern. The book concludes with 
a fervent plea for greater participation by 
Protestant churchmen. 

Perhaps the best way to describe this work 
is to say that it is a handbook on social 
work directed primarily to churchmen. As 
such it properly covers a lot of ground, but 
does not plow very deeply in any one place 

The two major contributions of the author 
are (1) that he spotlights an important area 
of contemporary society, the magnitude of 
which is often overlooked by many church- 
men; (2) that he realistically discusses the 
estrangement which exists between ministers 
ard social workers. 

Pastors will find this book to be an ex- 
tremely useful handbook, opponents of the 
welfare state will find it to be very pro- 
vocative, and social workers will find it 
offers the basis for an improved relation- 
ship between their profession and the min- 
istry. L. E. S. 


DIVORCE, THE CHURCH, AND REMAR- 
RIAGE, by James G. Emerson, Jr. The West- 
minster Press. 190 pages. $3.95. 


This book is the outgrowth of a doctoral 


dissertation, but is written for ministers and 
church officers rather than academicians. The 
author makes three major contributions to 
his subject field. First of all, in Chapters 
1, 2, and 7 he offers a sympathetic under- 
standing of the problem and of the dilemma 
in which many a pastor finds himself 
Secondly, and most important of all, he 
discusses the doctrine of “realized forgive- 
ness,’ suggesting that an understanding of 
this concept is necessary in resolving the 
remarriage problem. In a lucid statement, 
based on both biblical and historical theo- 
logy, Dr. Emerson points out the factors 
necessary for forgiveness to become real. 
Finally, the author proposes a meaningful 
“law” for remarriage in which he explains 
the conditions he believes necessary for 
remarriage. 

This is certain to be a controversial book. 
Those who are flatly opposed to divorce will 
argue that Dr. Emerson is far too lenient 
in his attitudes. On the other hand, those 
who accept broken marriages as a fact of 
life and see the need for the church to accept 
its responsibilities in this area will find the 
book to be both a helpful ally and a guide 
to more effective counseling. Any pastor 
who is willing to consider the remarriage 
of divorced persons will be in the author's 
debt after reading this book. . & 6 
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MINISTER AND DOCTOR MEET, by 
Granger E. Westberg. Harper & Brothers. 
179 pages. $3.50. 

This book is designed to help improve 
doctor-minister relations, and its thesis is 
well stated, namely: “It is possible for phy- 
sicians and clergymen to work with each 
other on a professional level if they begin 
by discussing jointly the whole person—the 
patient.” It is the author's hope that small 
groups of physicians and ministers will spring 
up across the country and join in this field 
of inter-cooperation. Dr. Westberg has given 
valuable leadership to this kind of coopera- 
tive endeavor, and some of his experiences 
are related. 

In carrying out the team-work approach, 
certain questions need to be raised and taken 
into account. In the first place, to what 
degree can the whole person be brought into 
perspective even though both doctors and 
ministers enter enthusiastically into the pro- 
ject? If the doctor is a specialist, he sees 
only a small segment of the whole person; 
and likewise, if the minister is a hospital 
chaplain, he too is restricted by the nature 
ot his work. It is not clear what part the 
patient's family doctor or his own pastor 
would have in the religion-medicine case 
conferences—either of whom would have a 
considerably broader perspective of the whole 
person than would the medical specialist 
or chaplain 


The team approach seems to assume the 
acceptance on the part of each tcam member | 


ot the professional competence and skill of 
the other members, and with it the pre- 


rogative of each member to parfticipate in | 


diagnosis and recommended treatment. But 
the doctor-patient relationship differs radi- 
cally from the chaplain-patient relationship. 
The patient usually enters the hospital on 


the advice of a doctor, and submits himself | 


while there to a program of treatment pre- 
scribed by a doctor. Now 
function is to minister to the spiritual needs 
of the patient, and this involves a relation- 
ship that is highly personal and confidential 
in character. To what extent, therefore, can 


the data coming from this relationship be | 


considered grist for the mill in the clinical 
case conference sessions? 
involved here, and it is not made clear where 
the line is to be drawn. The sanctity of the 
confessional and/or counseling room is not 
to be taken lightly. 

Nonetheless, whether one agrees with all 
the author's presuppositions or not, this 
book has value and is recommended reading. 
Dr. Westberg has explored rather broadly 
the role of the pastor in ministering to the 
sick, and he gives many pertinent suggestions. 

S& &. 


VARIOUS 


THE CROSS STILL STANDS, by Alfred 
Doerffler. Baker Book House. 159 pages. 
$2.50. 

The contents of this book are obviously 
adapted to Easter and to the services pre- 
ceding and following it. The subtitle of the 
volume is “The Friday of the Crucifixion.” 
This signifies that all sixteen of the sermons 
are based on the events of this Friday. The 
title of the first one is “The Road to the 
Cross,” and each of the other topics contains 
the word “Cross.” For example, the second 
is “The Place of the Cross”; the seventh, 
“The Companions of the Cross”; and the 
eighth, “The Victory of the Cross.” 

Although these sermons belong to a par- 
ticular type of service in content, language, 
and emphasis, they are out of the beaten 
track. They are so rich in thought that a 


| single sermon has material in it for several 


others. For example, the ninth discourse is 
divided into five parts which are based re- 
spectively on Simon of Cyrene, The Dying 





the chaplain’s | 


The music of bells—daily reaching out 
from your tower—widens the influence 
of your church. 

With a DEAGAN CARILLON~—as with 
no other carillonic bells—your church 
stands out as unique. 

Let us tell you about the carillons that 
never sound “out of tune,” always pro- 
duce bell music of majestic beauty. 


DEAGA N 
CARILLONS 


1770 WEST BERTEAU AVE. CHICAGO 13, ILL. 
DIV. OF J. C. DEAGAN, INC. 





Ethical issues are | 


PARDON US! 


We take this first opportunity 
to identify correctly the archi- 
tects of Grace Lutheran Church, 
Villa Park, Il., — 


shown in the last issue of 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT. 
The architects of this beautiful 
building were the noted firm of 
Cooley and Borre, Park Ridge, III. 
THE STUDIOS OF POTENTE, INC. 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 














Thief, The Centurion, Joseph of Arimathea, 
and Nicodemus. Although it is fitting that 
these should be grouped under the general 
head of “The Confessors of the Cross,” each 
of the personal studies is a sermon in itself 

The sermon on “The Enemies of the 
Cross” has the following divisions: The 
Leaders of Jerusalem; The Indifferent, Cal- 
loused and Worldly Wise; Grievances That 
Keep Us Away; and The Absentees. These 
sermons are not ritualistic but practical. For 
example, under the head of the Indifferent 
we read: “Enemies of the cross are also 
they who pass by and are indifferent to the 

(turn to page 60) 
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Oey CHURCH 
LIGHTING 


For today’s modern 
church, nothing surpasses 
the simple elegance, the 
jewel-like finishes, the 
crisp lines of contempo- 
rary church lighting by 
NL...inspired creations... 
designed for both beauty 


and efficient illumination. 


Write for illustrated Cata- 
log No. 74...or ask for aid 
from our field representa- 
tives...anywhere in the 


: = : : ) ; = United ae kJ 
Nf) Corporation yu 


Formerly The Novelty Lighting Corporation 


4) 14907 Broadway, Cleveland 37, Ohio 


1M Wnt 
- Designers and Manufacturers...Since 1905 





EDITORIALS 


(continued from page 10) 


biography of Phillips Brooks.” One reviewer states: 
“This is probably the final biography of the famed 
New England preacher. It is hard to see how any 
future biographer could add much of value to this 
record of his life.” This reviewer lays no claim to 
being a student of Brooks, but he does feel that this 
volume has a quality which entitles it to be moved 
from the review pages to the editorial columns. 


« 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


After being located at 3700 Euclid Avenue, 
Cleveland 15, Ohio, for many years, Win- 
terich’s a church furnishings house of national 
reputation, is moving to the suburbs. The new 
address is 22901 Aurora Road, Bedford, Ohio 
The House of Winterich was founded years 
ago by John W. Winterich who brought with 
him from overseas, experience in serving the 
churches of Europe with wood and stained 
glass. The firm is being continued by his sons 
who have expanded the service. With the 
larger facilities they now have at Bedford, a 
suburb of Cleveland, they are able to produce 
for the custom trade, stained glass, church 
lighting fixtures, wood work, murals, marble 
and mosaics, sculpture, metalware, and church 
seating. 
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partitions 
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Removable 
$20.95 
May be stacked as a pair or 


with other Sectional Nega- 
Files. 


Devil 


Send for Free 
Catalog of 
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| PRIMING THE PREACHERS 


| PUMP 


(continued from page 45) 


of world religions. She said that the 
sun rose in the East and shone through 
such personalities as Confucius, Buddha, 
Jesus. Her Parsee interpreter interrup- 
ted to say, “I beg to differ from the 
lady. Jesus is not a window. He himself 
is the sun.” We have heard this claim 
so often, or heard and read the reference 
to Christ as the world’s light, that we 
fail to grasp the audacity, the shocking 
nature of the statement as it would 
sound to most of those who first heard 
Jesus say the words. Light was especi- 
ally associated with God. See Isaiah 
60:19, Micah 7:8, Psalm 27:1. But 
Jesus Christ was and remains the light. 
Emily Dickinson has this line in one 
of her poems: “He lost the face that 
made existence home.” The face that 
makes existence home is the face of the 
God of love. In Christ we have light 
on the central mystery. There is light 
at the center. Not all dark questions are 
illuminated, but the darkest mystery— 
that of evil, of death—is thrown into 
light, and receives interpretation and 
conquest. 
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Convert any room into banquet or group 

activity rooms. Choose from the com- 
plete Mitchell line of tables . . . rectan- 
gular, square or round . . . also rolling- 
folding units, with or without benches. 


The Strongest 
Handiest Folding 
Table Mode! 


Mitchell's Distinctive Selection of tables 
provides more seating capacity ...more 
leg-room comfort. There's a model suit- 
able for every church function—where 
superior quality and service count. 
WRITE DEPT. 24. 


MITCHELL MANUFACTURING CO 


kee 46. Wis 


(2) Jesus Christ is the guiding light 
of every person who confides in him. 
Recall the famous last words of the 
novelist known as O'Henry? “Light a 
lamp. I'm afraid to go home in the 
dark.” We too need a lamp for our 
uncertain feet. “Lead, kindly light,” 
prays more than a ninteenth-century 
churchman lost in a fog as he searches 
for spiritual security. God answers the 
prayer before we offer it. See John 
12:35, and John 12:46. A little child 
was spending her first night away from 
home. Her kindly hostess asked if she 
should leave a light on in the hall near 
the girl’s bedroom. “No,” said the 
child, well trained in a Christian home, 
“I'm not scared. It's God's dark.” 


Light looked down and beheld 
darkness. 
Thither will I go, said the 
Light. ... 
So came Light and shone. 
So came Peace and gave rest. 
So came Love and brought Life. 
And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us... . 
Where God is in Christ, there is light 
enough in any dark to walk by, to rise 


by. 


V 

December's last Sunday this year is 
New Year's Eve. The mystery of time 
and the Christian counsels concerning 
vime and eternity leap up even in a 
slow-moving mind. In of the 
summer issues of the Saturday Evening 
Post a_ scientist-philosopher had a 
thoughtful article with an appealing 
title, “The Time of Your Life.” Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, and many a 
lesser preacher before him and after 
him, once preached a powerful, disturb- 
ing sermon on Jeremiah’s question, 
“What will ye do in the end thereof?” 
(Jeremiah 5:31.) The Revised Stand- 
ard Version renders it: “But what will 
you do when the end comes?” This has 
eschatological meaning, but it also is 
a good question for thoughtful persons 
to face when we come to year's end. A 
useful sermon could be preached on 
four main themes: (1) repentance; (2) 
renewal (through realized forgiveness 
and acceptance of God's saving help); 
(3) rededication;(4) recruiting— 
others, that they may share in the bene- 
fits of Christ, and come the end of an- 
other year, to the end of their mortal 
years, in peace and joy. One of my 
favorite preachers had a sermon entitled 
“Start Eight Now.” “Now is the time, 


one 





now is the day of salvation” was not his 
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text, but it could have been. Granted 
that we must avoid undue moralizing 
in the proclamation of the Christian 
message; nevertheless on New Year's 
Day some is surely indicated, if only 
to cure the headaches and heartaches of 
some of the souls in church! You may 
and should draw up the list of what we 
can start doing right now, and not wait 
for the unfolding year to make easier. 
Today is ours. Today is all of which we 
can be certain. 

(1) “Start right now” moving from 
remorse over our past sins and mistakes 
into living as God's forgiven children 
who are themselves forgiving. Carry no 
unforgiven sins into this coming year, 
nor any unresoived grudges and resent- 
ments. 
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Plain glass becomes permanent stained- 
glass in traditional or modern effects. 
Versatile, no skill, no tools, most pat- 
terns 37c sq. ft. Churches everywhere 
report the happy transformations with 
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Send for FREE samples & catalog. 
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of outstanding 
quality and wear- 
ing ease, styled 
with grace and 
dignity from ex- 
cellent fabrics and tai- 
lored with all yokes 
PELLON lined for re- 
markable shape reten- 
tion . . . quality robes 
and pulpit gowns at 
surprisingly moderate 
prices. 
CONFIRMATION 
ROBE RENTALS 
We will be honored to 
send you our catalog and 
unique Fabric Pre-Viewer 
without obligation. 
Thomas A. PETERSON Company 


Dept. C-11 SO1 East 33rd Street 
Kansas City 9, Missouri 
Telephone — J 1-0268 
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(2) “Start right now” “saying it 
with flowers.” “At a more convenient 


season I will send for thee,” said the | 


Roman official to Paul. But would there 
ever be a more convenient season to do 
what ought to be done? Human beings 
love praise, and they need a reasonable 
amount of it when it is honestly and 
wisely given. Is there not someonc 
we love, admire, respect, to whom we 
could say so? Is there not a “thank 
you” we should write or telephone or 
Say person-to-person? What about our 
‘thank yous” to the gracious God who 
has spared us and enriched us to this 
hour? 

(3) Start right now 
church of our choice more Christian. If 
there is weakness, and no human in- 
stitution and no human-divine institu 
tion can be without weakness, we can 
help correct it—right now. We might 
even make a resolution, to be put in 
writing and thereby remembered, to in 
crease our financial support of the one 
society which has God's backing—th 
church of his Son. 

(4) Stare right now 
“noble experiment” of our democratic 


making th 


helping the 


society to become a successful one all 
along the line. A Christian is a re- 
sponsible citizen. A responsible citizen 
is one who cares, and cares enough 
about the best for others that he works 
at it, not only on election day by voting 

(5) Stare right now strengthening 
the forces which are making for peace 
in the world. As one has written, “At 
many points early in the year we shall 
use ounces of prevention and thereby 
save pounds of cure at year's end.” 

* > > * * * 

Note to those who do not find any 
sermon suggestions for Thanksgiving 
Day sermons in this issue: First, we 
try to anticipate the great days a month 
in advance; and, second, the writer of 
Priming” did not get his October copy 
organized in time to include a Thanks- 
giving Day sermon seed! If you can 
find a book of sermons on the Christian 
year, now out of print, you might be 
interested in the possibilities of one 
chapter, “The Thin Thread of Thanks.” 
It is included in the book entitled 
Joyous Adventure. —D.A. MacL. 


Parson's Book(s) 
-of-the-Month 


Church Management book reviews 
are eminently worth reading—those you 
find in the regular book review section 
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Madison, Conn. 
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welcome to worship 


crafted by 


Ouerty 


This silvery symbol of faith marks 
the location of the New Fairfield 
Congregational Church, New Fair- 
field, Conn., to strangers and neigh- 
bors for miles around. Crafted in 
etched satin finish aluminum by 
Overly, this 34 ft. spire will last 
the lifetime of the church. Your 
church can have a handsome “wel- 
come to worship” fabricated to 
meet its budget limitations and de- 
signed to suit its traditional archi- 
tecture. To select the spire best 
suited to your congregation's needs, 
send for the Overly Architectural 
Products booklet and our history 
of spires. Overly’s complete collec- 
tion of interior and exterior cross 
designs is described in another 
booklet, ““The Cross, A Symbol Of 
Faith.” 


Oueriy 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Department GP-2, Greensburg, Pa. 
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| However, the primer of pulpit pumps 


always likes to commend if not review 
significant recent books which come to 
his desk. With Christmas approaching, 
and—we hope—solicitous friends in- 
quiring at least of the parson’s wifc 
what the “dominie” might like in the 
way of a book for Christmas, I wish to 
commend the following without reveal- 
ing their contents or discussing their 


| merits and demerits. In serious study 
| of central issues for theology and life: 


Christian Faith and Man's Religion, by 
Mark C. Ebersole, 206 pages, Thomas 
Y. Crowell Co., New York, $5.00; Jesus 
the Religious Ultimate, by Donald T. 
Rowlingson, 139 pages, The Macmillan 
Co., New York, $3.50; The Epic of 
Revelation, by Mack B. Stokes, 240 
pages, McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., New 
York, $4.95. In the field of pastoral 
theology and pastural care an outstand- 
ing book is The Minister as Marriage 
Counselor, by Charles William Stewart, 
223, pages, $4.00, Abingdon Press, New 
York & Nashville. In homiletics, a 
sprightly style and rich pastoral ex- 
perience make A Psychology of Preach- 
ing, by Edgar N. Jackson, a helpful 
answer to the frequently heard question, 
“How can I be effective as a counselor 
and also as a preacher?” It is published 
by Channel Press, Inc. Great Neck, 
New York, 191 pages, $3.50. In public 
worship, Dr. Joseph E. McCabe, a for- 
mer pastor now president of Coe Col- 


lege, provides from service books and 
from his own pen, prayers and other 
worship materials. It is entitled Service 
Book for Ministers. Published by Mc- 
Graw-Hill Book Co., Inc., New York 
(226 pages, $3.95), it covers much of 
the same territory as other recent simi- 
lar books such as those by Christensen, 
Dean Roy Pearson of Andover Newton, 
Dr. Nathaniel Guptill, and Professor 
Robert N. Rodenmayer. It is a useful 
book to put on your shelf of aids for 
preparing worship services. 

=| | = @ 


Notable Quotes 


O God, who didst not cast off thy 
creation, but in Christ didst come to 
redeem thy people, near with thy chil- 
dren still in these troublous days. Grant 
that into the darkness of our world 
there may come the light of Christ's 
compassion, and out of the turmoil of 
our times may come the brotherhood 
of man. All prayers are offered in the 
strong name of him who is our peace, 
even Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 


—Joseph E. McCabe. 


Since the advent of the psychiatrist, 
the significance of words has gained 
scientific acceptance. Words are now 
generally accepted as tools to operate 
on souls that are afflicted. Words are 
the medicine that can start at work the 
spiritual chemistry that can bring abou 
a new balance within the personality. 
Words are the catalytic agent that can 
precipitate a mew reaction to life in 
the individual. Words have gained new 
stature as means of saving life. That 
which the pulpit has always felt to be 
true has been sustained by the judgment 
and practice of those who are dedicated 
to a scientific view of personality — 
Edgar N. Jackson, op. cit., page 177 


Man’s relationship to God is the pri- 
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mary fact. Deeper than everything else 
is God's love and the mandate which 
it implies. Whatever communicates this 
life-giving truth and thus awakens the 
only appropriate response is of supreme 
significance in the history of religion. 
The Church affirms that Jesus Christ 
alone is able to do this. —Mack B. 
Stokes, op. cit., page 163. 


Confronting Jesus realistically and 
honestly, we come face to face with the 
God he served and revealed. Because 
of that we are enabled to see ourselves 
and our fellow men in true perspective. 
This brings forth our confession of 
faith that “there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved.” Bearing witness to the 
power of this faith in our lives, in- 
adequate though we may be, God is 
able to use us in accomplishing his 
mighty redemptive purpose in human 
society—Donald T. Rowlingson, op 


The counseling minister may never 


build a cathedral, but if he has helped 
one couple to find their moorings and 


to work through misunderstandings to | 


acceptance of themselves under God, he 
may close the door of his study feeling 
a little more a pastor to his people and 
a shepherd of God—Charles William 
Stewart, op. cit., page 208. 


Jest for the Parson 


According to this story told me by 
Ed Wycoff, minister of administration, 
Westwood Community Methodist 
Church, Los Angeles, the wages of sin 
may be lead poisoning ending in death. 
A fairly young man presented himself 
at heaven's gate. St. Peter asked, “How 
did you get here so fast?” 

"I had trouble,” 
newcomer. 

“You mean sinus trouble, don’t you?” 

“No,” said the penitent applicant, “I 
was going out with another man’s wife 


seenus said the 


and he seen us.” 
**_** 








| Am Thankful 
Neil Wyrick, Jr.* 


~~ me 





1 AM THANKFUL 

For the sound of night, 

For the touch of warmth of an 
early morning sun, 

For the mood of water in the peace 
of eve or the height of storm, 

For quiet late night hours when 
the world sleeps and God's 
nature is so very alive for all its 
stillness, 

For the smells and sounds of 
supper, a boost at the close of 
a long and well used day, 

For the laughter of children over 

something that would pass an 
adult by, 

For mountains dressed in green 
and topped by cloudy skies, 

For blue eyes that sparkle and 
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brown eyes that look deep. 

For curls in the middle of fore- 
heads and dimples that make a 
smile come alive and light a 
dismal day, 

For little boys who have so much 
fun getting dirty, and 

For little girls who, like little 
kittens, are unpredictable but 
very nice, 

For dusty lanes I once walked 
down as a boy, 

And mountain trails I once hiked 
as a young man, 

And highways that stretch to the 
sun in my middle years, 

For grapefruit without seeds, and 
the flavor of grapes picked off 
the vine, and watermelon eaten 
with friends, 

For my knees touching earth and 
my heart touching heaven in 
the privilege of prayer, 

For the spotlight of a beam of 
sunshine playing on dancing 
dust, 

For all things temporal and 
eternal which make this a 
wonderful life. 

FOR ALL THESE I AM THANK- 
FUL. 


*Minister, Palmetto Presbyterian 
Church, Miami, Florida. 
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Price Tag when you 
Buy a Church Organ 


Should your church 

choose anything less than a 

genuine pipe organ, you lose 
much more than money. 


Music cannot fulfill your devo- 
tional needs unless it is felt as 
well as heard. This is only possi- 
ble with a genuine pipe organ. 
There is no “second best” — as 
you'll realize once you hear a 
Miller, the pipe organ custom 
designed to fit any church... 
and any budget. 


Unlike the superficial sounds of 
simulated organs the Méller’s 
rich, majestic tones inspire your 
deepest feelings and embody a 
true spiritual dignity worthy of 
your church. 

After listening to a Miller, noth- 
ing less will satisfy you. For an 
unforgettable experience arrange 
today to hear this inspiring pipe 
organ! 


Even churches with limited space or 
funds can have a genuine Moller pipe 
organ—the Artiste—available in 3, 4, 6, 
7 and 8 stops. From $4,995.00 installed. 


For your FREE copy of our 
40 page ‘Prestige’ catalog 
write to Dept. L. 


| 


| 


| 
HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 
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Your Standard 
of 


Excellence 
since 1912 


You always look your 
best, are your best in a 
BENTLEY & SIMON pul- 
pit robe. Hand-sewn and 
custom-tailored for per- 
fect fit, for lasting enjoy- 
ment 

CHOIR ROBES, too, indivi- 
dually made in the same 
quality way. 


BENTLEY & SIMON : 


7 West 36th st. 
New York 18, 
N.Y. 


OmnoOs, +—-U0rcwv 








Write for 
¢ atalog D-52 


YOU SHOULD 
SEE : 
THIS BOOK F.— = 


hits 


BRONZE PLAQUES a 
—_. kk 
— 


e@ MEMORIALS 
© TABLETS 
@ HONOR ROLLS e@ TESTIMONIALS 


Shows how to get the best plaques - 
at lowest prices 
Also Plaques of 
ALUMINUM and NICKEL SILVER. 
Prompt Estimates Sketches Furnished 
Write for Free Catalog A 96 
For Medals and Trophies ask for Catalog B 96 


INTERNATIONAL BRONZE TABLET Co., Inc 


150 West 22nd St.. New York 11, N.Y 





ee stained glass styled 
for today’s church 





A Home, Not a Dormitory 


Senior citizens can live a healthy and mean- 
ingful life when their place of retirement 
offers opportunities such as those listed here. 


What is the one thing that keeps 
our senior citizens from moving into 
the modern, comfortable group hous- 
ing being erected in growing numbers 
by the church? Is it that the buildings 
are too “modern”? Actually, many 
young-at-heart oldsters prefer the sim- 
plicity of modern and contemporary 
architecture and furnishings. Is it the 
cost? No, for particularly in church 
related housing living costs are less 
than in all but the most modest private 
home. What does keep them out, and, 
more important, what is drawing our 
retired members to special group 
housing? 

We believe acceptance of senior citi- 
zen housing hinges upon the word “de- 
pendency.” Frequently oldsters equate 
such housing with a “home,” “institu- 
tion,” or “county farm.” It is one of 
the factors that keep older parents 
playing second fiddle in a daughter's or 
a son’s home when they could be enjoy- 
ing facilities especially suited to their 
needs and tastes. They often envision a 
dormitory environment or cell-like 
rooms. They fear separation from loved 
ones. Unfortunately, these conditions do 
exist even in the church-related home. 

Privately run apartment homes and 
those sponsored by lodges or similar 
organizations such as teachers’ unions, 
on the whole, rate considerably higher 
in this respect. However, the picture 
is steadily improving, and today much 
of the housing provided by various 
denominations within the church is 
both spacious and comfortable, designed 
on the order of apartment hotels and 
complete with many of the comforts of 
home. 


Compact Kitchen in 
Crestview Retirement 
Home 


The ideal housing contains small- 
size apartments with combined living- 
dining room, separate bedroom with 
adjoining bath, and a compact kitchen 
which can be closed off when not in 
use. Furnishings can be either tra- 
ditional or contemporary in design, but 
extremes in both styling and color 
should be avoided. Size, too, should be 
taken into consideration. Chairs should 
not be so low and deep that they are 
difficult for the arthritic to rise from. 
Sofa-bed combinations should be 
avoided for everyday use as beds. The 
apartment should not be completely 
furnished (if at all); most people will 
bring with them treasured furniture 
and decorative items from home. Hard- 
surface floor coverings should be non- 
slip; throw-rugs, if provided, securely 
anchored. Easy-to-clean tiles or plastic 
or linoleum coverings should be used 
on bath and kitchen walls. 

Perhaps more than anything else, 
the kitchen is responsible for the feel- 
ing of independence of older folks, par- 
ticularly of the women. Deprived of it, 
a woman loses her sense of usefulness. 
With it, a wife can still cook to please 
her husband. The older couple can “do 
for themselves” in their last years, and 
a marriage in its golden years deserves 
a degree of privacy. Meals prepared 
and served in the couple's apartment are 
relaxed and happy occasions. At the 
same time, kitchen facilities make it 
possible to invite friends in for dinner. 
The convenience and social aspects im 
plied by the availabilty of kitchen fac- 
ilities are, of course, appealing to the 
single person as well. 
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1962 EDITION 


ILLUSTRATING 
THE LESSON 


by Arthur House Stainback, Litt. D 


WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 


$1.50 AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


LeRoi Publishers 
Box 38-1555, Miami 38, Florida 








CARVINGS 


MOSAICS 


AD 


i tee 4/77 
STAINED GLASS 


CONRAD PICKEL STUDIO, INC. 
21415 WEST GREENFIELD AVE 
WAUKESHA WISCONSIN 


ORGAN 


ARCHITECTS & BUILDERS 


An Austin Organ is a musical in- 
strument designed for the individual 
church and its service 


Highest quality of design and 


workmanship. 


Unique simplicity and accessibili 
ty of mechanism 


Inherent reliability 











Tonal superiority. 


AUSTIN 


HARTFORD 1, CONNECTICUT 


Member: Associated Pipe 
Organ Builders of America 
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Fortunately compact kitchen facilities 
are easily installed, easily and economic- 
ally planned into new or existing senior 
citizen housing. One of the leading 
manufacturers of compact kitchens re- 
commends that a supplier be selected 
early in the stages of planning so that 
installation may be accomplished most 
effectively, through help provided by a 
staff of designers and engineers. For 
example, great savings are made by in- 
stalling the kitchen back to back with 
the bathroom. Plans can best be made 
early, too, for recessing or closing off 
the kitchen. 

One make of compact kitchens 
ranges in size from 39” to 72” 
Each model contains a large-size re- 
frigerator with freezer, a two-to-four- 
burner range, a bake-broil oven, and 
a sink. There is storage beneath the 
sink, a seamless porcelain work top, and 
optional overhead cabinets. Cooking 
facilities may be either gas or electric 
The entire working portion of the 
kitchen is contained in sealed-in 
porcelain unit. 

Another factor in planning senior 
citizen housing is the availability of 
chapel, shops, and services, as well as 
suitable entertainment. Christian hous- 
ing must provide religious facilities 
Whether the residents can best be 
served by a nearby church or their own 
chapel and regular pastor should be 
considered. Both have their advantages 
and opportunities for Christian service 

In considering establishment and op 
eration of senior citizen housing, any 


wide 


one 


product or service that will help our 
older members of society to lead an 
independent and useful life will add to 
the desirability of this new form of 


housing. 


ADVANTAGES AND 
DISADVANTAGES 
(continued from page 40) 

average attendance last year of 717 on 
Sunday morning, it actually isn’t much 
better than 50 percent, a figure sur- 
passed by many smaller churches 

Administratively speaking, there may 
be an advantage to the big church 
G. Paul Musselman, in The Church on 
the Urban Frontier (The Seabury Press, 
1960, page 19), writes city 
I know, there are six Episcopal churches 


“In one 
with seven clergy. In a nearby town, 
there is Episcopal church with 
three ministers that has 20 percent 
more cOmmunicants than all the six 


one 


SERREEPP?PERE Dlcilili [ -eeeReeREet 


? 
® 


WARDROBE SYSTEMS 


Fized columns 
_ 
adjustable 
shelves 


Adjustable 
Height 


WALLMOUNTS 


Solve the pupil weeps problem efficiently with 


Wallmount 
any available wall « 


t and Hat Racks. Mount on 
. Hat 


shelves and 


hanger bar adjustable on permanently at- 
tached columns to height for any age group. 
Double hat shelves and double row of spaced 
coat hooks accommodate 6 pupils per running 


foot. Basic 3° 2” or 4’ 2” 


units interlock to 


make continuous racks to fit any space or 


capacity requirements. 


Same as above . 


mounted on 


stand with 


floor 
Chalk 


Board or Cork Board 


and 


off-the- floor 


rack for over-shoes 
Each unit 42” in 


length 


Nos. B-3 G 

3-4 Wallmount 

Overshoe racks .. . 
3’2” G&G 42” lengths 


can interioc 


Coat and Hat Racks 


Tailored to fit any given 
open or closeted wall 
area. Smart in design and 
modern in “clear”, “gold” 
deep etched anodized fin- 
ishes and combinations. 
Quality built—closed-end 
aluminum tubing, rigidly 
held in cast aluminum 
brackets that are adjust- 
able for height in dove- 
tailed mounting extru- 
sions. Brackets also 
adjustable to any desired 
centers. 











a 


Holds 72 coats 
and hats 





P. 


Wheels as readily as a smail service 
cart. The Veep rack unfolds into a 
rigid 6’ 6” lang unit holding 72 coats 
and hats. Scientifically counter- 
balanced so that it can be set up 
iterally in seconds and fold down 
for Storage a5 easily as an umbretla 
Bui of square tubular stec! with 
double hat shelves of closed-end 
aluminum tubes supported by cast 
aluminum brackets. Plated to as 


Detall shows how 
dove-tail extrusions 
(which mount on any cen- 
ters) hold brackets at any 
desired height. 


Sets up witha 
sweep of the 
arms in? 
or 3 seconds. . 


Wheetes 
through ordin- 
ary doorways 
4 « & area 
stores racks 
for 720 people. 


OGEL-PETERSON CO. 


Rt. 83 and Madison St., 


Elmhurst, mm 


59 





REACH EVERYONE~ 


with a 


SOUND SYSTEM 


With RAULAND Sound 

Equipment, you may 

have a convenient quick 
“package” installation, 

or an extensive 

multipurpose 

Sound coverage 

system for church 

by and school, 
engineered to your 

own requirements. 

Sound response 

is tailored to your voice 

and the acoustics of your church. 
Your message is effortlessly heard by all. 


RAULAND systems, installed in 
hundreds of churches throughout 

the country, have given troublefree 
service for many years. RAULAND 
engineering distributors are everywhere 
—may we help you? Write today. 


RAULAND-BORG CORPORATION 
3535-C Addison St., Chicago 18, Ill. 





Famous for Church Sound 








Chinaware, Silverware, Linens, 
Paper Goods, Tables, Chairs, 
Kitchen Utensils, Cutlery, Plat- 
ters, Trays, Kitchen, Dining Room 
Equipment. Prompt Delivery. 

Thousands of Churches, schools, 
colleges, hospitals, orphanages, 
hotels, restaurants have their 
needs supplied by this 40 year 
old institution. Why? Satisfac- 
tion Guaranteed or Money Back! 





2201 S$. LaSalle St. Chicago 16, 














churches mentioned. In this one church 
there are 40 percent more children in 
the church schooi than in the six 
parishes put together. The per capita 
cost of the big church, with its beauti- 
ful music and its variety of resources, 
is less than that of the six smaller 
churches.” 

From an individual member's point 
of view, I think the larger church may 
have more popular appeal, though the 
appeal of the small church is genuine 
too. Much depends upon personal 
preference and method of evaluation. A 
strong case may be made for the church 
of 400 to 600 members. New popula- 
tion centers are being formed, calling 
for new churches, and these are small 
at the beginning. A family may enjoy 
helping a new church to grow in num- 


bers, depth, service, and building equip 
ment for greater service. Perhaps a 
struggling church in a sparsely settled 
community needs to be kept alive. But 
what church appeal is there in a town 
of 1,000 where there are nine churches? 


x4 


NEW BOOKS 
(continued from page 52) 

claims of Calvary. This type has no grievance, 
mo peeves against the church, no ax to 
grind. They go with the crowd and do what 
the majority does and ask no questions and 
do no thinking. Inquire of them why they 
do this or believe that, and they do not 
know. All they know is this, that around 
them people believe the same thing and 
follow the same standards.” 

The Cross Still Stands is an unusually 
thought-provoking, stimulating book. In its 
homiletical approach it stands by itself. It 
is a distinguished library in a single modest- 
sized volume. » oo 





Christmas Cards at Chean-out Prices 


We created this special Christmas 
card for the season of 1960. 
There was a runover of several 
thousand of the cards. To clear 
the shelves of these they are of- 
fered, so long as the supply lasts, 
at a bargain price. The card is 
suitable for Christmas greetings 
and also as a personal corre- 
spondence card. 


The beautiful, chaste Virgin and Child by Conrad 
Pickel which was used on the cover of December 1959 
issue of Church Management won the plaudits of our 
readers. We have had the design made into a Christ- 
mas greeting folder where it will win many more 


hearts. 


It is printed on the front of a heavy white glossy card 
folder in black and white. The result is a high quality 
Christmas greeting which will please the most dis- 
criminating. Size of folder, 4-3/4” x 5”. 


Twenty of these cards, with mailing envelopes, $1.10 plus 15c 
for postage. They will be mailed promptly so long as the supply 
lasts. Remittance must accompany order. If supply is exhausted 
before your check is received, it will be returned promptly. 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, Inc. 


2491 Lee Boulevard 


Cleveland Heights 18, Ohio 
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Traditional 
.. 0k modern 


LEIRD-BUILT CHURCH FURNITURE OFFERS 
YOUR CHURCH THE RICH BEAUTY OF THE 
FINEST NATURAL WOODS, UNMATCHED 
CREATIVE CRAFTSMANSHIP AND PERFEC- 
TION IN DESIGN. 


U KanuracruRine 


COMPANY 
2816 WEST 16th — LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 


NEW BOOKS 


THE DIVINE MILIEU, by Pierre Teilhard 
de Chardin. Harper & Brothers. 144 pages. 
$3.00. 

Pierre de Chardin was a priest-paleonto- 
logist who died in 1955. This book is a 
religious meditation on the climactic section 
of his earlier work, The Phenomenon of 
Man, which contained the kernel of his 
scientific thought. It offers a description of 
a psychological evolution and a series of 
inward perspectives gradually revealed to the 
mind of the author over a period of years 
Addressed especially to waverers rather than 
to Christians established in the faith, the 
purpose of the volume is to show that those 
who love the world may follow the gospel 
path without fear of being false to them- 
selves. The author holds that traditional 
Christianity can be translated to embrace 
all that is best in the aspirations peculiar 
to our times. 

The main body of this essay is divided 
into three parts. The first is entitled “The 
Divinization of Our Activities.” Believing 
that everything is sacred and that nothing 
here below is profane for those who know 
how to see it, the writer emphasizes the 
importance of nourishing both the love of 
God and a healthy love of the world. Since 
reality exists for souls and each soul exists 
for God, all sensible reality exists through 
our souls for God. 

Part two is concerned with “The Diviniza 
tion of Our Passivities.” This comprises two 
phases: (1) our struggle against evil and 
(2) our failure and its transfiguration. Some 
remarks on Christian asceticism and the 
rhythm of attachment and detachment pre- 
cede the third section of the book which 
is headed “The Divine Milieu.” This milieu 
is a center in which all elements of the 
universe touch each other. Its attributes, 


NOW... WITHIN 
REACH OF EVERY 
GROWING CHURCH! 


Magnificent New 


Americana 
Bells 


by Schulmerich® 


Today, more than ever, 
pastors recognize the vital 
role bells play in helping 
a church to grow—to 
reach out and attract new 
members. So here’s good 
news! Schulmerich now 
makes it inexpensive and 
practical for your church 
. regardless of size... 
to have the unbelievably 
beautiful AMERICANA 
Bells...the greatest 
advance in carillon music 
since the bell itself! 
Richer! More inspiring! 
An ideal donor's gift. 
Any make carillon accepted 
in trade. Ask for thrilling 


free demonstration. 


ture, and ch forth. Re g 
monism and pentheism, the author holds » | SCHULMERICH 


“OUR CHURCH SOCIAL 
WAS A PICNIC!” 


a Christian mysticism which maintains an 
ecuilibrium between the active and passive 
without absorbing suspect elements in other 
varieties of mysticism. 

This work reveals a remarkable blending 
of the mystic’s vision of Christ as “All-in- 
everything” with the scientist's love of this 
world. Arnold Toynbee has well characterized ' 
the author as “a great man of science and World's most 
a great soul.” j. Cc P. honored 


CARILLONS, INC. 


15118 CARILLON HILL « SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
®Irademark of Bell instruments produced by Schuimerich Cariions inc. 


name in 


ALFRED NORTH WHITEHEAD: HIS RE- 

FLECTIONS ON MAN AND NATURE, Carillons, 
edited by Ruth Nanda Anshen. Harper & Bells, 
Brothers. 177 pages. $3.95. 

This volume is the twenty-seventh in a 
series designed to describe man’s place in 
the world. The thesis of this group of books 
is that man is in the process of developing 
A a new consciousness which, in spite of his 

apparent spiritual and moral captivity, can 
ime deluxe finally lift the human race above and beyond 
the fear, ignorance, and isolation which 
PAPER TABLE CLOTHS beset us today. 

Ruth Nanda Anshen, in selecting the ma- 
terials from the writings of Alfred North 
Whitehead, has concentrated on one single 
question which came to have increasing sig- 
nificance for Whitehead as his philosophy 
developed. This question concerned the un- 
fortunate tendency in both science and phi- 
losophy to break up the natural unity of 
thought and to see things as unrelated to 
one another. Whitehead lays before us a 
concept of man and nature which embraces 
the principle of coherence, of the teleo- 
logical and organismic pattern of the uni- 


Chimes 


TOWELS & TISSUE 





STRAUBEL PAPER CO - GREEN BAY - WIS. (turn to page 63) 
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CLARK’S “Unitype” 


E TABLISHETL 


The nome “Unitype” has for almost 50 
years stood for exclusive perfection and 
long faithful service. 


OUTDOOR BULLETIN BOARDS 
A selection of 48 models 
for woll, lawn or brick 
enclosures. In beautiful 
bronzed-copper or oak 
Also two designs in alu- 
minum. Lighted or un 
lighted. Complete boards 
from $95. and up 
Also copy boards only 
and letters to 5” high 
Fully descripive 24 poge 
catalog on request 


MEMORIAL and GIFT PLATES 
BRONZE TABLETS 


Mony small sizes of perfectly machine en- 
graved gift and memorial plates for marking 
various appointments . . . also larger sizes 
of cast bronze plates and tablets . . . all 
moderately priced 
Folder 8-60 lists prices on 
over 150 sizes sent on request 


ILLUMINATED 
CROSSES 


Impelling in Reverence 
Beautiful — Inspiring 
for Chancel or Altor 

and Outside Wall 
Hand fabricated of brass 
Ask for Folder C-8 








L. CLARK COMPANY, Inc. 


Manufacturers of “Unitype” Products 
56 Lafayette St. New York 13, N. Y. 





gracefold 


Lhcorallet 


The First Folding 
Table With Fine 
Furniture Beauty 


This beautifully styled 

laminoted plastic top 

table features the easiest 

and most convenient fold- 

ing and locki procedure 

on the snatbet. set up, just 

swing the legs out with one hand... and 
then snugly lock in place. To break down, just 
the touch of your finger releases the safety 
lock, allowing legs to swing back in place. 


McNeff Industries, Inc 


Box 10626, Dalla Texa 


Please send the colorful illus- 


| trated gracefold Catalog con- 
taining complete details 


NAME 
POSITION 
ADORESS 


icity . 
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ORGAN OF THE MONTH 


SOUTHWESTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
FORTH WORTH, TEXAS 


Organ Builder: 


Organ installation: 


Completion of Organ: 
Type of Instrument: 


M. P. MOLLER, INC., Hagerstown, 
Maryland* 

Installed in Reynolds Memorial Chapel 
January 1961 


Organ consists of two enclosed Swell divisions with Great, Positiv, and 
Pedal divisions unenclosed and exposed 


Dean, School of Church Music: 


James McKinney 


Selected as “Organ of the Month” as a good example of classic design 


with a wealth of tone color and 


flexibility. 


*Established 1875. Builder of over nine thousand organs, including many 
of the most outstanding installations. 











Church Board Election 
Was Illegal 
#. Street” 


Arthur L. 


© insure the validity of board or 

congregational meetings at which 
officers are to be elected or other church 
business is to be considered, notice of 
the time and place of meeting should 
be given in the manner provided for 
by established rules. 

The point is illustrated by a case 
decided by the St. Louis Court of Ap- 
peals (Coates vs. Parchman, 334 South 
Western Reporter, 2d, 417). 


*“Church Management” legal corres- 
pondent, Gulfport, Mississippi. 


In deciding that an election of mem- 
bers of a board of deacons was void, the 
court ruled: 


In handling temporal affairs, the 
managing board of a religious society 
occupies a position analogous to that 
of managing directors of a business 
corporation. 

Directors of a business corporation 
possess authority to act only as a board 
at a regularly assembled meeting, and 
separate action or assent of directors is 
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EIGEE TING 


THE McFADDEN 
CONTEMPORARY 300 SERIES 


in your choice of 


ALUMINUM 


naturel satin gloss 


BRASS-TONE 


satin gloss finish 


BRONZE-TONE 


satin gloss finish 





GOWNS 


Choir | Choir - Pulpit | | Choir - Pulpit | 
PARAMENTS 


° 
STOLES 


ALTAR BRASS 
e 
FONTS 


* 
FLAGS & SUPPLIES 


Catalog on request 


The C. E. Ward Co. 
New London, Ohio 


Churches, Schools 
or Social Clubs 


not valid; nor can the minority be de- 
prived of the right to deliberate and, if 
possible, convince the majority. 

Whereas temporal affairs of this 
church were, according to custom and 
usage, vested in a board of deacons and, 
prior to the annual election of deacons, 
four of the deacons agreed to change 
the place for holding the annual elec- 
tion to another location, without hold- 
ing a formal meeting for such action 
and without consulting with the other 
three members of the board, the election 
was invalid and the plaintiffs acquired 
no title to the offices held by them. 

Where custom and usage required 
notice of the annual meeting for the 
election of officers of the church to be 
given by announcement thereof at the 
church on two Sundays next preceding 
the date set for the proposed meeting, 
failure to give such notice rendered the 
election of the church officers at such 
meeting illegal where there was no 
evidence that the members waived the 
| eden of notice and where the 
full membership of the church was 
not present at the meeting. 


RA 


NEW BOOKS 
(continued from page 61) 


verse. He renews the relevance of science, 
philosophy, and theology to each other and 
hence quickens our experience of space, 
time, structure, matter, patterns of action, 
and above all our consciousness of nature, 
structure and value of human thinking. 
Perhaps one of the most important con- 
tributions which this book will make to the 
general reader is that Whitehead questions 
the validity of materialism and determinism 
which our age has so easily accepted. The 
materials show, too, how what is really 
destroyed is merely a trend of creation. He 
shows us that there are no antinomies in 
nature. Most important of all is that we 





Pedesial | Folding Table 


7! “Plent of leg room with the 
s enter’’ leg principle, which 


Y adde seating to ends. Lightweight, 
’ sturdy; folds compactly 
4 for easy stacking. 
. Caddies For Chairs, Tables 


The fast, easy, safe way to handle 
folding chairs and tables. Durable 


see through Whitehead the fact that man 
himself is not an irrelevant spectator, but 
a living participant in reality. This book, 
| like all in this series, is an important analysis 
of a truly significant philosopher. 
Ww. L. L. 
THE WAY OF ISRAEL, by James Muilen- 
burg. Harper & Brothers. 158 pages. $3.75. 
One of the most ambitious contemporary 





construction engineered for years of 


efficient service. = ‘ 
/ 


Folding Choral Risers 
for beauty and strength. / 


a Be mae a om Compact storage! 
Portable Platforms § / 
and Bandstands 


Seis Durable! Compact storage! 
Ideal for music and nd rooms. 


There Is A Midwest Product for Your E very Need 
FOLDING PRODUCTS SA‘Es 


corp 
CM-311 


Roselle, illinois *« LA 9-2000 
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publishing projects in the field of religion 
is Harper's “Religious Perspectives.” The 
series is concerned with the doctrine of man 
in the hope that it will lead to a rediscovery 
of God. In an effort to uncover the mean- 
| ing of God, this book is part of the total 
effort that runs to more than twenty volumes. 
This is not an easy book to read; it should 

be studied, and the author's conclusions re- 

| quire additional reflections and consideration. 
However, the person who is willing to make 
this investment in time and effort will be 

| richly rewarded for this is truly a prophetic 
| book. & & &. 





ERIMOUNT 


enduring quality for 
your house of worship 


_PEWS= CHANCEL 
. FURNITURE 


TRADITIONAL 
CONTEMPORARY 


DURA- 
CUSHION 
PEWING 


DESIGN SERVICE 
WITHOUT 
OBLIGATION 


Write for details and literature 


Dept. 100 


AMERIMOUNT 
CHURCH FURNITURE COMPANY 


MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN 


raise funds easily 
with 

U.S. BRONZE 

plaques 


Thousands of churches 
now honor deserving donors with 
distinctive United States Bronze 
plaques. These everlasting sym 
bols of appreciation elicit gener- 
ous donations. 

Write today for free colorful 
catalog of styles and fund-raising 
tablets. All successful, all budget- 
priced. 


UNITED STATES BRONZE 


SIGN CO., INC. 
Dept.CM, 101 W. 31 St. N.Y. 1,8. ¥ 
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AVVO] BLU Gm 


MORE COMFORT IN SOLID 
KUMFORT 


ale 


Four new chairs that fold are being 
introduced by Rastetter. These Solid 
Kumfort chairs fold and stack flat for 
easy handling and storage and have 
of the finest conven- 


the appearance 


tional furniture. The new models have 
broader seats and restyled backs for 
added available in 


five twenty-four 


comfort, and are 


wood finishes and 


colors of upholstery 


Circle No. 11611 on Reader Service Card. 


ALLIED RADIO’S 1962 
ELECTRONICS CATALOG 


~w 


SANN 


os a id ev 


MLUIED 


Lt Sega ial, ile: -) 


for everyone 


sete 


Allied Radio Corporation, Chicago, 
distributors of electronic parts and 
equipment, announce the release of 
their 1962 general catalog. Consisting 
of 444 pages (288 pages in rotograv- 
ure and 4-color covers), and listing over 
60,000 items, it is the biggest catalog 
published by any electronics supply 
house 

Of special interest to churches is the 
section devoted to sound equipment. 
The Knight line of U.L. Approved P.A 
amplifiers is featured in systems rang- 
ing from 10 to 75 watts. Models are 
available for efficient sound reinforce- 
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ment within the church building, for 
hard-of-hearing applications, and for 
broadcasting recorded chime music 
from the church tower. Amplifiers carry 
an unconditional one-year guarantee. 

The catalog features a large selection 
of both tape and disc recorders in all 
price ranges, particularly useful for re- 
cording broadcast and “live” music, 
and for the preparation as well as pres- 
ervation of sermons and other public 
addresses. 
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ber found on the Reader Serv- 
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TORNADO 15” ECONOMY 
MODEL 

Breuer Electric Mfg. Co. has an- 
nounced the addition of a 4% hp. 15” 
brush size floor machine to their 
Tornado line. This heavy-duty machine 
is economy priced to serve the large 


consumer demand that exists for a 


HUMANE PIGEON TRAP 


This sturdy trap, by Sagen & Brown 
Operates on a_ three-step 
basis. In the accompanying photograph, 
the unit at the left is a side view of the 
“trap” proper. It has three entrances to 
facilitate catching as many birds as pos- 
sible while the flock is gathered in the 
immediate area. 


Associates, 


The center unit is the side view of 
the “holding cage” where the birds 
enter when trying to escape from the 
trap. This leaves the trap empty, offer- 
ing no interference from trapped birds. 


machine of this size. Brush speed is 9 
percent faster than usual—190 R.P.M 
It is ruggedly constructed to Tornado 
standards to give top performance under 
continuous duty. The most difficult 
floor stripping, polishing or scrubbing 
jobs are handled easily—with plenty 


of reserve power to spare. 
Complete literature and pricing de- 
tails are available. 


Cirele No. 11613 on Reader Service Card 


At the right is a side view of the 
‘carrying cage”, used solely for trans- 
porting the birds unharmed to their 
final destination. 

The manufacturer points out that the 
birds cannot be harmed in the cage. All 
desirable and banded birds can be re- 
released without difficulty and the trap 
can be easily cleaned and disinfected. 
Unwanted birds can be disposed of 
humanely by the SPCA or some other 
approved means. 


Cirele No. 11614 on Reader Service Card. 
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Classified for Sale and Exchange 


Rate for Advertisements inserted in this Department. Minimum Forms close 20th of second month preceding 
space is one inch with a minimum rate of $8.00. All ads in excess of Address Classified Department 
the minimum will be billed at corresponding rates. All classified ad- 
vertising is payable in advance. The publisher reserves the right to CHURCH MANAGEMENT INC 
decline advertising and refund remittance. No agency commission ’ . 
payable on classified ads. 2491 Lee Boulevard Cleveland Heights 18, Ohio 








FINEST FILMS FOR THE CHURCH 
Right in our library ready for immediate rental. Films by 
Cathedral, Disney, Family Films, Concordia Films, Billy Gra- 
ham, Nationa! Council of Churches, Moody Institute of Science, 
etc. More than three thousand in all. Ask for free catalog. 


INTER ae AUDIO-VISUALS, INC. 


WANTED 
or 3 octave set English Handbells. Must be new or 
in good condition. Contact 
& = Centenary Methodist Church, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 
Phone jackson "9-8235 








INTERIORS FOR CHURCHES SOCIAL-A-MONTH PLAN 


Experienced planning consultation and chancel design to com- 12 months: $2.50 
plement new construction or to improve existing buildings. : 
Coordinated lighting, color, furnishings, including stained glass Subscribe now for Holiday Ideas 
and chancel work from our own studios. Complete memoria! 
chapels anywhere. PARTY IDEAS 


ALBERT WOOD G FIVE SONS INC. 
Port Washington New York Box 13521 Dept. B Dallas 24, Texas 








CHRISTMAS CHIMES! FREE REC 

OF INTEREST TO THE CHURCH THAT HAS A PIPE ORCAN Excellent chime recordings. Hi-Fi 33 i: double-side 
Regardless of age, a pipe organ invariably has good materia! records. Albums available: Christmas beaters Christmas Or- 
which can be used to a church's advantage. For best results, gan and Ch'mes, Praise, Faith, Cathedral, Morning, Evening 
consult Wedding, Easter, Patriotic. Memories. Also Organ-Chimes 
Wedding, Hymns. Twenty hymns on each. One free for every 
THE GRATIAN ORCAN BUILDERS three purchased. $3.98 each; Stereo $4.98. Postage paid 


Over 100 Years of Dedicated Organ Buildin Free Catalog ; 
Decatur, Illinols ~~ s CHIMES 1818 Outpost Drive, Hollywood 28, California 








INDEPENDENT ORGAN CONSULTATION SERVICE CHURCH BULLETINS 
ROBERT R. MILLER Personalized—with your church photo 
Consultant BY THE MWM COLOR PROCESS 
A Service Your Organ Committee Designers and manufacturers of church promotional materia! 
Cannot Be Without post cards——stationary for resale, etc. 
3204 Raleigh, Apt. “A” LA 6-7354 Brochure—in color—sent on request 
Dallas 19, Texas Ri 2-4131, Ext. 271 Cc. SHERMAN — Dept. CM — Galion, Ohio 














“BELLS OF PEACE” CARILLON 








Read 
CHURCH 
MANAGEMENT 
The Minister's 


Professional Journal 














@ $ Manufacturers of 











Recently a Schulmerich “Carillon Americana” was presented to the US 
Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs, Colorado. Donated by the Leyden- 
Chiles-Wickersham Post #1 of the American Legion at Denver, the 183-bell 
electro-mechanical bell-instrument is playable from its own three-manual 
console. A console will be installed in the new chapel on the academy campus. j 

A host of dignitaries representing the U.S. government and the American “Sketches Submitted Immediately 
Legion were present at the dedication. for Approval” 
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DE LUXE POCKET BIBLE. 01039x. 
Small enough to carry anywhere with 
easy-to-read New Beryl type. Bound in 
Pin Seal Morocco, half circuit, leather 
lined, round corners, gold edges. 3% x 
4%4, only 44” thick. $8.75 


RO OE, MER 


> 


DE LUXE BIBLE, POPULARLY 
PRICED. 02227x. Exclusive Marrakesh 
Persian Morocco, half circuit, leather 
lined. 64 pages of Concise Helps. Con- 
cordance. Center-column_ references 
Red under gold edges. Available in Red 
or Black. 5x 7%, only '4,4” thick. $10.75 


> 


A NEW TESTAMENT FOR POCKET 
OR PURSE, 0238x. A tiny, very thin 
New Testament, completely reset in 
beautiful, easy-to-read New Ruby type. 
Bound in Morocco, pin seal grain, half 
circuit, leather lined, round corners, 
gold edges. Available in Black, Blue or 
Red. 234 x 31544, only 14” thick. $6.00 


CONVENIENT-SIZED FAMILY 
BIBLE. 04884x. Levant grain Calf, half 
circuit, simulated leather lining. Large 
New Long Primer type, modified self- 
pronouncing. Concordance, 100,000 
center-column chain references. Family 
Record. Red under gold edges. 554 x 
85%, less than 1” thick. $14.95 


WHITE BIBLE. 01152x. Designed for 
the Bride in White French Morocco, 
washable, limp, round corners. Ruby 
type. Silver or gold edges (01152xG). 
Marriage Certificate. Gift boxed. 3% x 
S*i4, only 5%” thick. $5.75 


ci: i AE PB ae sete oer emeare mes & 


> 


RED LETTER. 04434x. All the words 
of Christ are printed in red. Morocco 
grain Calf, half circuit, simulated leather 
lining, Brevier type, self-pronouncing. 
Concordance, 100,000 center-column 
chain references. Red under gold edges. 
§ x 7'4, only %” thick. $10.95 
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FOR SOMEONE SPECIAL. 02288x. 
Very finest Pin Seal, half circuit, leather 
lined, gold fillet, round corners, gold 
edges. Jasper type. Concordance. 5 x 
7's, only )*j,¢” thick, $22.50 


—> 


BREVIER NEW TESTAMENT with 
Psalms. Pocket Size. 0419x. Morocco, 
pin seal grain, half circuit, leather lined, 
round corners, gold edges. Available in 
Black, Blue, Brown or Red, 4%% x 6%, 
only 3%” thick, 


All on Oxford's Ultrathin India Paper, 


Lt) Seller, 
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| wurey WOOD PRODUCTS, Inc. 
HARRISON, ARKANSAS 








